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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: As set forth in Section 2.84.130 of the City Code, the Sacramento 
Metropolitan Arts Commission (SMAC) recommends selection of artwork for the Art in 
Public Places (APP) program.  This report recommends that City Council: 1) authorize the 
execution of an agreement with Gale Hart for a not-to-exceed amount of $283,500 for the 
fabrication and installation of artwork to be placed on the south side of the Golden 1 Center 
along L Street between 5th and 7th Streets and 2) authorize the execution of an agreement 
with William Fontana for a not-to-exceed amount of $330,750 for the fabrication and 
installation of artwork to be placed on the north side of the Golden 1 Center plaza between 
5th and 7th Streets. 

Policy Considerations: SMAC’s selection of the above-mentioned artwork for the Golden 
1 Center satisfies the APP program policies and procedures and the program goal of site-
specific public art.

Economic Impacts: None.

Environmental Considerations: The proposed contracts are part of a project, the Golden 
1 Center (P13-065), for which the City Council certified an environmental impact report, and 
adopted a mitigation-monitoring program, findings of fact, and a statement of overriding 
considerations on May 20, 2014.   

Sustainability: Not applicable.

Commission/Committee Action: In accordance with City Code section 2.84.080(E), 
SMAC has the authority to make recommendations to the City on all artworks to be 
acquired by the City either by purchase or gift.  

On December 14, 2015, SMAC unanimously approved the designs for the two artworks 
mentioned above.  SMAC recommends that the City purchase these artworks for 
placement at the Golden 1 Center sites outlined above.   

Rationale for Recommendation: SMAC is recommending the purchase of these artworks 
because they are of the highest artistic quality.  The artists were selected pursuant to an 
open and competitive process, and funding has been set aside for the purchase of these 
artworks.  Finally, these two artists were chosen because they have the ability and 
experience to complete the projects as proposed. 

Financial Considerations: The Golden 1 Center public art program (M17600300) budget 
is $9.4 million.  Of this funding, $1.5 million has been set aside for program administration, 
the selection, purchase, and placement of art created by regional artists and to pay for the 
removal of artworks from the K Street Mall.  The $1.5 million comes from the Marcy 
Friedman ESC APP Fund (Fund 2609, $1 million) and the CIP Reimbursable Fund (Fund 
3702, $500,000). 

San Francisco artist Bill Fontana will design, fabricate, and install his artwork for an amount 
not-to-exceed $330,750.  Sacramento artist Gale Hart will design, fabricate, and install her 
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artwork for an amount not-to-exceed $283,500.  Minimal maintenance is expected for these 
artworks and the maintenance costs are estimated to be approximately $500 annually. 

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Not applicable. 
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Background

In accordance with standard Art in Public Places (APP) policies and procedures, the 
Sacramento Metropolitan Arts Commission (SMAC), at its regularly scheduled meeting 
on May 1, 2014, appointed a nine-member panel to make recommendations for the 
Golden 1 Center Public Art Program. 

The Golden 1 Center Public Art Program panel members were: 
 René de Guzman, Senior Curator of Art, Oakland Museum of California
 Marcy Friedman, Philanthropist; Arts Advocate
 Cheryl Holben, Chair, Sacramento Metropolitan Arts Commission
 Dr. Paul Jacobs, Executive Chairman, QualComm
 Lial Jones, Director, Crocker Art Museum
 Lizzetta LeFalle-Collins, Freelance Curator/Guest Curator, Museum of the 

African Diaspora
 Annabeth Rosen, Artist; Professor of Art, UC Davis
 Rob Rothblatt, Design Principal, AECOM
 Rachel Teagle, Director, Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem Museum of Art

On March 10, 2015, the City Council accepted a $1 million donation from Marcy 
Friedman to purchase work for the Golden 1 Center by regional artists who are based in 
any of the following counties: Sacramento, El Dorado, Placer, Sutter, Yolo, Amador, 
Calaveras, San Joaquin, Contra Costa, Solano, Butte, Alameda, Marin, San Francisco, 
San Mateo, Santa Clara, Solano, and Sonoma.  This donation is part of the APP 
program and has been designated for artwork by regional artists. 

On April 15, 2015, the Golden 1 Center Public Art Program panel approved the overall 
art plan for the Golden 1 Center, including the purchase of artwork by regional artists, 
as requested by Marcy Friedman.  The art plan outlined artwork budgets, designated 
sites for artworks, and delineated the artist selection process.  SMAC approved the art 
plan on April 29, 2015. 

The selection process for the purchase of artwork by regional artists began at the end of 
May 2015.  A Request for Qualifications (RFQ) was widely distributed to artists residing 
in the northern California counties listed above, and 135 eligible applications were 
received by the deadline, July 6, 2015. The majority of the artists wished to be 
considered for more than one of the four sites identified in the art plan.  

The panel met again on July 31, 2015, and selected 15 finalists, including Gale Hart and 
William Fontana, who were chosen to prepare individual proposals which they 
presented to the panel on October 29, 2015.  Although originally considered as a finalist 
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for the 5th – 7th Street plaza, on the north side of the arena, Gale Hart was asked by the 
panel to develop a proposal for the south side of the arena along L Street between 5th 
and 7th Streets.  She presented her concept on December 8, 2015. 

William Fontana was considered a finalist for the L Street site, on the south side of the 
building, but was asked by the panel to develop a proposal for the north side of the 
building on the plaza between 5th and 7th Streets.  He presented his concept titled 
“Sonic Passages” on December 8, 2015. 

On December 14, 2015, SMAC unanimously approved both artists’ concepts.  If these 
contracts are approved by City Council, both artworks will be fabricated and installed at 
the two sites designated in the art plan.  

Description of Artwork by Gale Hart 

The artist proposes an artwork to be installed on the south side of the Golden 1 Center 
along L Street between 5th and 7th Streets.  As shown in the figure below, the artwork 
will be placed on the sidewalk, the building, and at the plaza entrance on the corner of 
5th and L Streets.  The artist may create bollards that continue this theme.  The artist will 
create oversized components of a dart game including darts and a board, which will be 
placed flat on the ground.  In a separate location, a large sculpted hand holds a bulls-
eye between the finger and thumb.  A second hand holds several dart tails that make 
the bullet-like flight of the dart possible.  The artist will continue to work with City staff 
and the building architects to further develop this concept.
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About Gale Hart

From early childhood, Gale Hart has had a fascination with creating objects out of nuts, 
bolts, scrap metal, and wood.  As a self-taught artist, Hart has shown her work 
throughout the Sacramento region and nationally since the early 1990s including at the 
Elliott Fouts Gallery, Sacramento; Bash Contemporary, San Francisco; Atelier 31 
Gallery, Seattle; Gallery ten472, New York; and the New Leaf Gallery in Sonoma, CA. 
She conceived, curated, and directed the “Second Annual Circus Show and Other 
Atrocities” in Sacramento and founded, directed and participated in “A Bitchin’ Space” in 
Sacramento.  Her work has been written about in American Art Collector, the 
Sacramento Bee, Sacramento News and Review, and Sacramento Magazine. 

Description of Artwork by William Fontana

The artist proposes a sound sculpture to be installed on the linear plaza on the north 
side of the Golden 1 Center.  The artwork consists of sound that is distinctly 
Sacramento.  A matrix of 34 small weatherproof loudspeakers will be distributed among 
the planters on the plaza, and on the two Green Wall sections that face these planters.  
The configuration will enable the presence of the sound sculpture to be spatially 
dynamic, with non-linear movement patterns.  As shown in the figure below, the parallel 
placement of the loudspeakers in rows will also create immersive experiences in sound.  
The movement of sound along the pole-mounted planter speakers will create a listening 
experience in relation to the green walls and at other times will either be a linear sonic 
progression, or random and non-linear.  The sound mixes will always emerge from and 
return to silence.
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Currently the artist is proposing sound mixes that reflect the building itself. One of Bill 
Fontana’s soundscapes evokes the agricultural landscapes of the Sacramento Valley, 
suggestive of birds, insects and movement of the plants. Other abstracted sounds are 
recorded from the game of basketball.  Occasionally the natural sounds will mix with the 
basketball sounds.  Other ideas for sound mixes will be developed in the future.  The 
34-channel sound mixes will be operated as a playlist.

About William Fontana

William Fontana is an American composer and artist who developed an international 
reputation for his pioneering experiments in sound. Since the early 1970s, Fontana has 
used sound as a sculptural medium to interact with and transform our perceptions of 
visual and architectural spaces. His work has been exhibited at the Whitney Museum of 
American Art; the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; the Museum Ludwig and the 
Kolumba Museum, both in Cologne, Germany; the Tate Modern and Tate Britain 
museums in London; and the National Gallery of Victoria in Melbourne. He also has 
produced major radio sound art projects for the BBC, National Public Radio, Swedish 
Radio, Radio France, and others.
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Artwork Maintenance 

Both artists are cognizant of the highly public locations of their artwork and all materials 
and fabrication methods will be approved by SMAC staff for durability and longevity. 
The City will be responsible for the ongoing maintenance of the artwork, which is 
expected to be approximately $500 annually. 
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