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Description/Analysis: 

Issue:  The City was awarded partial funding by the Sacramento Area Council of 
Governments (SACOG) to make pedestrian and bike access improvements to 
Northwood Elementary School.  The project includes the construction of a traffic signal 
at El Camino Avenue and Clay Street,  the highest priority element as it will increase 
pedestrian safety. On December 8, 2015, the City Council established a Capital 
Improvement Project (CIP) and approved appropriation of federal funds in order to 
commence design of the signal. In order to expedite construction of the signal project, 
City staff negotiated with SACOG to exchange these federal funds with local funds on 
another City project that already received federal funding. Using local funds will 
eliminate the time and process associated with federal reviews, allowing the signal to be 
constructed sooner. Consolidating the federal funds on another project will ensure that 
the City does not lose any federal funds and uses the funds most efficiently.

Policy Considerations:  The action requested is consistent with the City of 
Sacramento’s General Plan goals of promoting safety and enhancing livability and 
sustainability.

Environmental Considerations:  

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):  The transfer of funds is not 
subject to the provisions of the CEQA. Under CEQA general rule 15061-B-3, 
CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a significant 
effect on the environment. These actions will have no effect on the environment, 
thus are not subject to CEQA. Appropriate review will take place as part of project 
development.

Sustainability Considerations:  This project is consistent with the City’s 
Sustainability Master Plan goals to improve air quality and the health of residents 
by promoting walking and bicycling through enhanced accessibility to amenities.  

Commission/Committee Action:  Not applicable. 

Rationale for Recommendation:  The exchange of federal funds for local funds will 
allow the City to deliver this project sooner than if it retained federal funding 
requirements. Further, the federal funds allocated can be utilized on other projects 
therefore there is no net loss of funds.
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Financial Considerations:  The total estimated project cost for the El Camino Avenue 
and Clay Street Traffic Signal Project (T15165200) is $585,525. On December 8, 2015, 
the City Council passed Resolution 2015-0378 which appropriated $73,480 in federal 
funds (Fund 3703) and transferred $143,525 in local funds into the project in order to 
begin design.

With this action, the appropriation of the $73,480 in federal funds will be cancelled. 
Approval of the transfer of $73,480 (Fund 2001) from the Ramona Avenue Extension 
Project (T15018400) to the El Camino Avenue and Clay Street Traffic Signal Project 
(T15165200) will bring the total budget to $217,005, which will cover design costs. 

City staff will bring a report to appropriate remaining funds for construction at contract 
award.

As of January 8, 2016, the Ramona Avenue Extension Project (T15018400) has an 
unobligated balance of $3,641,098, which is sufficient to complete the transfer of 
$73,480 (Fund 2001) from the Ramona Avenue Extension Project (T15018400) to the 
El Camino Avenue and Clay Street Traffic Signal Project (T15165200). Federal funds in 
the amount of $73,480 will be appropriated into the Ramona Avenue Extension Project 
at contract award to replace these local funds.

There are no General Funds planned or allocated for this project.

Local Business Enterprise (LBE):  Not applicable. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 
Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

EL CAMINO AVENUE AND CLAY STREET TRAFFIC SIGNAL (T15165200) –
TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

BACKGROUND 

A. The Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG) partially funded a 
project to improve accessibility for students walking and bicycling to Northwood 
Elementary School and pedestrians going to the Swanston Light Rail Station.  

B. On December 8, 2015, the City Council adopted Resolution 2015-0378 
establishing the Capital Improvement Project for the El Camino Avenue and Clay 
Street Traffic Signal and appropriating funds to begin project design.

C. The proposed project will improve safety and remove barriers at the intersection 
of El Camino Avenue and Clay Street.  It will encourage bicycling and walking to 
the school and to the transit station. 

D. In order to expedite construction of the signal, the federal funding programmed 
for this project has been exchanged for local funds in another federally-funded 
City project, thereby eliminating the need for federal process for this project.  

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The FY2015/16 Capital Improvement Program budget is amended by 
transferring $73,480 (Fund 2001) from the Ramona Avenue Extension/ 
Folsom Boulevard Widening Project (T15018400) to the El Camino 
Avenue and Clay Street Traffic Signal (T15165200).

Section 2. The appropriation of $73,480 (Fund 3703) authorized under Resolution 
2015-0378 is cancelled.
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