
James Sanchez, City Attorney Shirley Concolino, City Clerk John Colville, Interim City Treasurer
John F. Shirey, City Manager

Meeting Date: 3/15/2016

Report Type: Consent

Report ID: 2016-00310

Title: Contract to Purchase Artwork for the Golden 1 Center

Location: District 4
Issue: 

Recommendation: Pass a Motion authorizing the City Manager or City Manager’s designee to: 
1) enter into an agreement with Bryan Valenzuela for the fabrication and installation of artwork at
the Golden 1 Center in an amount not-to-exceed $315,000; and 2) enter into minor amendments 
to the aforementioned agreement subject to approval as to form by the City Attorney or his 
designee.

Contact: Shelly Willis, Executive Director, (916) 808-3971, Sacramento Metropolitan Arts 
Commission; Jody Ulich, Director, (916) 808-5105, Convention & Cultural Services
Presenter: None
Department: Convention & Cultural Services
Division: Metro Arts-APP
Dept ID: 17001821
Attachments: 
1-Description/Analysis
2-Background
3-Contract

_______________________________________________________________
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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: As set forth in Section 2.84.130 of the City Code, the Sacramento Metropolitan 
Arts Commission (SMAC) recommends selection of artwork for the Art in Public Places (APP) 
program. This report recommends that City Council authorize the City Manager or his 
designee to 1) execute an agreement with Sacramento artist Bryan Valenzuela for a not-to-
exceed amount of $315,000 for the fabrication and installation of artwork to be placed in the 
southwest escalator well of the Golden 1 Center, and 2) enter into minor amendments to the 
aforementioned agreement subject to approval as to form by the City Attorney or his designee. 

Policy Considerations: SMAC’s approval of the purchase of artwork for the Golden 1 Center 
satisfies the APP program policies and procedures and the program goal of site-specific public 
art.

Economic Impacts: None.

Environmental Considerations: The proposed contract is part of a project, the Golden 1 
Center (P13-065), for which the City Council certified an environmental impact report, and 
adopted a mitigation-monitoring program, findings of fact, and a statement of overriding 
considerations on May 20, 2014.

Sustainability: Not applicable.

Commission/Committee Action: In accordance with City Code section 2.84.080 (E), SMAC 
has the authority to make recommendations to the City on all artworks to be acquired by the 
City either by purchase or gift.  

On February 19, 2016, SMAC unanimously approved the design for the artwork mentioned 
above.  SMAC recommends that the City purchase this artwork for placement at the Golden 1 
Center site outlined above.

Rationale for Recommendation: SMAC is recommending the purchase of this artwork 
because it is of the highest artistic quality. The artwork increases the public’s experience of 
contemporary art, and is engaging, educational, and has other enduring qualities. The artist 
was selected pursuant to an open and competitive process, and funding has been set aside for 
the purchase of this artwork. The artist is a regional artist who lives in Sacramento, California. 
Finally, this artist was chosen because he has the ability and experience to complete the 
project as proposed. 

Financial Considerations: Sufficient funding for the contract is available in the Golden 1 
Center public art program (M17600300).  Of the $9.4 million budget, $1.5 million has been set 
aside for the selection, purchase, and placement of art created by regional artists, to pay for 
the removal of artworks from the K Street Mall, and program administration. The $1.5 million 
comes from the Marcy Friedman ESC APP Fund (Fund 2609, $1 million) and the CIP 
Reimbursable Fund (Fund 3702, $500,000).

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Not applicable.
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Project Background

In accordance with the City of Sacramento’s Art in Public Places (APP) policies and 
procedures, the Sacramento Metropolitan Arts Commission (SMAC), at their regularly 
scheduled meeting on May 1, 2014, appointed a 9-member panel to make 
recommendations for the Golden 1 Center Public Art Program. 

Panel Members are: 
 René de Guzman, Senior Curator of Art, Oakland Museum of California
 Marcy Friedman, Philanthropist; Arts Advocate
 Cheryl Holben, Chair, Sacramento Metropolitan Arts Commission
 Dr. Paul Jacobs, Executive Chairman, QualComm
 Lial Jones, Director, Crocker Art Museum
 Lizzetta LeFalle-Collins, Freelance Curator/Guest Curator, Museum of the

African Diaspora
 Annabeth Rosen, Artist; Professor of Art, UC Davis
 Rob Rothblatt, Design Principal, AECOM
 Rachel Teagle, Director, Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem Museum of Art

On March 10, 2015, the City Council accepted a $1 million donation from Marcy 
Friedman to purchase work for the Golden 1 Center by regional artists who are based in 
any of the following counties: Sacramento, El Dorado, Placer, Sutter, Yolo, Amador, 
Calaveras, San Joaquin, Contra Costa, Solano, Butte, Alameda, Marin, San Francisco, 
San Mateo, Santa Clara, Solano, and Sonoma. This donation is part of the APP 
program and has been designated for artwork by regional artists.

On April 15, 2015, the Golden 1 Center Public Art Program panel approved the overall 
art plan for the Golden 1 Center, including the purchase of artwork by regional artists, 
as requested by Marcy Friedman. The art plan outlined artwork budgets, designated 
sites for artworks, and delineated the artist selection process. SMAC approved the art 
plan on April 29, 2015. 

The selection process for the purchase of artwork by regional artists began at the end of 
May 2015.  A Request for Qualifications (RFQ) was widely distributed to artists residing 
in the northern California counties listed above, and 135 eligible applications were 
received by the deadline, July 6, 2015. The majority of the artists wished to be 
considered for more than one of the four sites identified in the art plan. 

The panel met again on July 31, 2015 and selected 15 finalists, including Bryan 
Valenzuela, who were chosen to prepare individual proposals which were presented to 
the panel on October 27 and 29, 2015. Bryan continued to refine his concept and 
presented it on December 8, 2015. The panel asked him to develop his proposal further. 
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On February 3, 2016, the panel met and again discussed his proposal, and approved it 
at a subsequent meeting on February 12, 2016.  On February 19, SMAC unanimously 
approved the artist’s concept. 
 
If this contract is approved by City Council, the Artwork will be fabricated, and then 
installed at its designated site.

Description of Project by Bryan Valenzuela

Bryan proposes a suspended sculpture comprised of two separate channels that wind, 
twist and cascade through the arena’s southwest escalator atrium. These two river 
channels will intersect at the halfway point around a structural beam in the center of the 
room, merging into one channel, flowing to the spatial edge beyond the escalator. The 
material of the piece will consist of approximately 400 individual hollow blown-glass 
spheres in three sizes: 12 inches, 16 inches and 20 inches in diameter.  Each sphere 
will be translucent, adorned with abstracted aquarelle designs of varying intensity in 
primarily blue and turquoise shades. A reflective gold color will be added to the design, 
evoking glints of gold in the river, hinting at the 19th-century history of the area.  The 
spheres will be suspended from the ceiling, supported by approximately 115 separate 
stainless steel spines that curve around, run parallel to, and surge over one another. As 
a whole, the piece references the new building as a place where ideas and individuals 
can converge, with the hope of generating a ripple effect of prosperity for this region.
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About Bryan Valenzuela
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Bryan Valenzuela resides in Sacramento and holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree from 
California State University, Sacramento. For more than a decade, he has worked to 
perfect a unique drawing technique involving the atomization of the figure by carving out 
shape and light with handwritten text. Though virtually unnoticeable from afar, once the 
viewer steps closer to each work they are engulfed in a barrage of words intermingled 
with other mixed media elements such as needle and thread, acrylic paint, and collage. 
He was awarded “Best in Show” at the 2015 California State Fair Fine Arts Competition. 
He has also participated in the “Big Names, Small Art Auction” at the Crocker Art 
Museum.  When not working in the studio, he's composing and recording music, and 
performing and touring with the band Exquisite Corps.

Artwork Maintenance

The artist is cognizant of the highly public location for the artwork and all materials and 
fabrication methods will be approved by Sacramento Metropolitan Arts Commission 
staff for durability and longevity.  The city will be responsible for the ongoing 
maintenance of the artwork.
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