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John F. Shirey, City Manager
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Report Type: Consent

Report ID: 2016-00307

Title: GO-Biz California-China Trade Network Member Agreement

Location: Citywide
Issue: 

Recommendation: Pass a Motion authorizing the City Manager or his designee to execute a China 
Trade Network Member Agreement with Go-Biz California.

Contact: Larry Burkhardt, Director of Economic Development, (916) 808-1955, Economic 
Development Department
Presenter: None
Department: Economic Development Dept
Division: Citywide Development
Dept ID: 18001031
Attachments: 
1-Description/Analysis
2-Agreement
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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: As an element of its economic development efforts to grow the local economy 
and local job base through increased and diversified activity, the City of Sacramento 
established a formal relationship with Chongqing, China in 2012.  Led by Chongqing’s 
Foreign Trade and Economic Relations Commission President Wang Yi, a delegation 
visited Sacramento to sign the Chongqing-Sacramento Memorandum of Understanding on 
Strategic Economic and Trade Cooperation.  A result of the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) was the establishment of a Sacramento Office of Trade and 
Education to develop two-way business activity and educational exchange.

Late in 2015, the State of California Governor’s Office of Business and Economic 
Development (GO-Biz) approached the City about entering into a relationship that would 
designate the City’s Chongqing office as a Network Member of GO-Biz’s California-China 
Trade Network to enhance efforts of the California-China Trade Office and create a synergy 
by recognizing existing entities focused on promoting trade and investment between 
California and China.

Policy Considerations: The proposed agreement will provide the opportunity to expand 
exposure of the City’s Chongqing office, resources, and trade opportunities with the 
Sacramento region, thereby advancing the City’s overall economic development agenda.  
Through the State’s relationship with the Bay Area Council, the proposed agreement will 
obligate the State of California, through its relationship with the City of Sacramento, to 
collaborate to more effectively identify and support California businesses interested in 
expansion into Chinese markets.  The City’s Chongqing office would, at its discretion, have 
the opportunity to arrange and manage California business delegations to China.  The 
agreement calls for expanded communications between the State and the City regarding 
goals, objectives, and activities.  

As a benefit of the relationship, GO-Biz would grant the City a non-exclusive, non-
transferable, non-assignable, royalty-free, fully-revocable license to display  GO-Biz’s 
California-China Trade logo as a “Network Member,” thereby building credibility of the 
City’s standing as a potential partner. The agreement will remain in effect for a period of 
one year and will automatically-renew for additional one-year periods unless either party 
provides the other at least five business days prior written notice of non-renewal.

Economic Impacts:  An expanded partnership with the State’s GO-Biz office may leverage 
opportunities that could sustain the City’s efforts to increase trade with China and assist in 
building our China trade program.

Environmental Considerations: None.

Sustainability: None.
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Commission/Committee Action: None.

Rationale for Recommendation: The chief benefits to the City of the proposed agreement 
are the license for use of GO-Biz’s California-China Trade logo to enhance the credibility of 
our office, and the expanded trade opportunities that may result from a partnership with the 
State and its alliance of Network Members.

Financial Considerations: The proposed agreement does not bind the City to any specific 
financial obligations.  At its discretion, the City’s Chongqing office may choose to support 
projects and activities, e.g., support of visiting delegations that could represent a cost to be 
borne by the City.

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Not applicable.
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