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Recommendation: Pass a Motion authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to execute a 
Professional Services Agreement with S. P. Cramer & Associates, Inc. in the amount of $129,826 for 
work associated with the USFWS Habitat Restoration Project being administered by the City-County 
Office of Metropolitan Water Planning.
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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: The City-County Office of Metropolitan Water Planning (CCOMWP) 
has partnered with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife (FWS), California Department of Fish and Game, and Sacramento County 
Regional Parks on the Lower American River Salmonid Spawning Gravel 
Augmentation Project  G14140200 (Project) since 2006. The purpose of the Project 
is to increase the availability of spawning gravel and rearing habitat for fall-run 
Chinook salmon and steelhead trout in the lower American River. This report 
recommends approval of a contract for data analysis and biological monitoring 
necessary to perform the Project. Pursuant to the Interagency Agreement that 
created the CCOMWP, the City’s procedures are followed for all CCOMWP 
contracting activities.

Policy Considerations: This Project will aid fish habitat restoration efforts for the 
lower American River, consistent with goals of the Water Forum Agreement. 

Economic Impacts: None.

Environmental Considerations: 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA): The Project is subject to both CEQA and NEPA. 
Reclamation is responsible for NEPA review. Reclamation prepared a Finding of 
No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the Project. The NEPA review process does 
not require action by the City. 

The Project is exempt from CEQA review pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15333, Small Restoration Projects. The project does not exceed five acres in 
size, will be undertaken for the purpose of restoring habitat for fish, would have 
no significant impact on endangered, rare or threatened species or their habitat, 
and would not otherwise result in any significant effects on the environment. 

Sustainability Considerations: Implementation of the Project is consistent with the 
City of Sacramento’s Sustainability Master Plan Goals: 

Sustainability Goal No. 7 - Parks, Open Space, and Habitat Conservation 
are promoted by the second co-equal objective of the Water Forum 
Agreement “To preserve the fishery, wildlife, recreational, and aesthetic 
values of the lower American River.”
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Commission/Committee Action: None.

Rationale for Recommendation: The Lower American River Gravel Monitoring 
Project management team has asked S.P. Cramer & Associates, Inc. to continue 
providing its services through December 15, 2016 to perform technical work for an 
amount not to exceed $129,826. S.P. Cramer & Associates, Inc. will provide an 
estimate of migration speed, survival and gross habitat associations for tagged 
juvenile Chinook Salmon as they move through the study reaches between spring 
and summer 2016. Field activities are expected to end by July 2016. Data results will 
be provided in PowerPoint slides to the Sacramento Water Forum and US Fish and 
Wildlife Service for review before being finalized.

S.P. Cramer & Associates, Inc. possesses an exceptional knowledge of the subject 
and has compiled extensive data regarding this Project that would be extremely 
difficult, if not impossible, to find in another vendor. Approval of this contract with 
S.P. Cramer and Associates will provide studies to support the efforts to monitor the 
effectiveness of the Lower American River Habitat Enhancement Program and will 
support adaptive management of the system. Staff biologists with U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and Reclamation, another partner, worked with S.P. Cramer & 
Associates staff to achieve the most cost effective scope and budget for the contract 
based on their funding priorities 

Financial Considerations: This Project has no impact on the City’s General Fund. 
On September 8, 2015, the Sacramento City Council authorized the execution of 
Agreement C2015-1717, a cooperative funding agreement, with USFWS for 
$150,943. On February 2, 2016, an amendment was brought forward to increase 
that agreement by $900,000 for the Project; total funding from all sources for the 
Project to date is $8,674,694. There are sufficient Habitat Management Element 
Funds (Fund 7104) in the USFWS Habitat Restoration (G14140200) portion of the 
Project to cover the $129,826 maximum for the contract with S.P. Cramer and 
Associates; currently the G14140200 unobligated budget is over $950,000.

Page 3 of 27



Agency Awarding Fiscal Year Amount  City of Sacramento Agreement No.
U.S. Bureau of FY2006/07 600,000$        2006-1211

Cooperative Funding FY2009/10 151,000 2006-1211-1
 Agreement FY2011/12 430,000 2006-1211-2

1,181,000$    
County of 

Sacramento D.O.T.
- mitigation, not a FY2011/12 100,000$        2010-0179

U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service FY2010/11 148,695$        2010-0694

Cooperative Funding FY2011/12 253,773 2010-0694-1
 Agreement FY2011/12 99,000 2010-0694-2

FY2012/13 255,660 2010-0694-3
FY2012/13 395,283 2010-0694-4
FY2013/14 45,760 2010-0694-5
FY2013/14 440,000 2010-0694-6

FY2013/14 & 15 150,000 2010-0694-7 
1,788,171$    

U.S. Bureau of FY2014/15 680,000$        C2014-0914
Cooperative Funding FY2014/15 400,000 C2014-0914-1

 Agreement FY2015/16 150,000 C2014-0914-2
$4,554,580 Total FY2016/16 600,000 C2014-0914-3

FY2016/17 - 19 2,724,580 balance not allocated yet
4,554,580$    

U.S. Fish and FY2015/16 150,943$        C2015-1717
Cooperative Funding FY2015/16 900,000 C2015-1717-1 Agreement 

#F15AC00809 1,050,943$    
8,674,694$    

FUNDING SUMMARY

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Not applicable. 
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Background Information:

Reclamation operates facilities that regulate flows in the lower American River, which 
contains populations of anadromous Chinook salmon and threatened steelhead trout.  
Flow regulation and stream channel manipulations have modified anadromous salmonid 
habitat in the American River.  Specifically, gravel is regularly lost from spawning sites 
on the river because of the construction and operation of Central Valley Project dams, 
bank protection projects, and other actions that reduce the availability of spawning 
gravel and rearing habitat in the American River downstream of Nimbus Dam.

In 2006 Reclamation approached the CCOMWP, on behalf of the Sacramento Region 
Water Forum, to assist Reclamation and other project partners in carrying out the 
Project.  Assistance from the CCOMWP includes project planning, permitting, inter-
agency coordination, and contracting.  Pursuant to the Interagency Agreement that 
created the CCOMWP, the City’s procedures are followed for all CCOMWP contracting 
activities.  

This Project is consistent with the goals of the Fisheries and Instream Habitat Plan, 
which is incorporated into the River Corridor Management Plan (RCMP). The RCMP is 
a coordinated approach to management of the lower American River that was 
developed and endorsed by 38 organizations and local governments in 2002, including 
the City of Sacramento. The RCMP serves as the implementation vehicle for the Habitat 
Management Element (HME) of the Water Forum Agreement, of which the City of 
Sacramento is a signatory. The HME implements one of the Agreement’s co-equal 
objectives, which is to preserve the fishery, wildlife, recreational, and aesthetic values of 
the lower American River.
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