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John F. Shirey, City Manager

Meeting Date: 5/10/2016

Report Type: Consent

Report ID: 2016-00464

Title: Contract: J and 33rd Street Sewer Abandonment

Location: District 3
Issue: 

Recommendation: Pass a Motion 1) approving the contract plans and specifications for the project; 
and 2) awarding the contract to Florez Paving for an amount not-to-exceed $107,000.

Contact: Dan Sherry, Engineering & Water Resources Manager (916) 808-1419; Brett Grant, 
Supervising Engineer (916) 808-1413; Roxanne Dilley, Project Manager, (916) 808-1458, Department 
of Utilities
Presenter: None
Department: Department Of Utilities
Division: Cip Engineering
Dept ID: 14001321
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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: Staff recommends Council approve a construction contract with Florez 
Paving to install six new residential sewer services with cleanouts to connect to existing in-
street combined sewer mains, and abandon approximately 200 feet of existing 4-inch and 
6-inch diameter backyard sewer main that is failing.   

Policy Considerations: Improvements to the aging and deteriorated sewer collection 
system is consistent with the Department of Utilities (DOU) Capital Improvement 
Programming Guide to provide safe, reliable collection and conveyance of 
wastewater. The requested action is in conformance with City Code Chapter 3.60, 
Articles I and III, which provide that the City Council may award competitively bid 
contracts to the lowest responsible bidder. Staff will verify, prior to the Notice to 
Proceed, that the bonds and insurance required for this project are valid.

Economic Impacts: This infrastructure replacement project is expected to create 
0.428 total jobs (0.246 direct jobs and 0.182 jobs through indirect and induced 
activities) and create $66,066 in total economic output ($41,642 of direct output and 
another $24,424 of output through indirect and induced activities).

The indicated economic impacts are estimates calculated using a calculation tool 
developed by the Center for Strategic Economic Research (CSER). CSER utilized the 
IMPLAN input-output model (2009 coefficients) to quantify the economic impacts of a 
hypothetical $1 million of spending in various construction categories within the City of 
Sacramento in an average one-year period.  Actual impacts could differ significantly 
from the estimates and neither the City of Sacramento nor CSER shall be held 
responsible for consequences resulting from such differences. 

Environmental Considerations: The Community Development Department, 
Environmental Planning Division, has reviewed the proposed project and has 
determined that this project is categorically exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) under Class 1 and 2, Section Numbers 15301 and 15302 of the 
CEQA Guidelines.  In an effort to meet the current standards of public health and 
safety, this project consists of rerouting residential sewer services away from existing 
deteriorated backyard sewer main to in-street combined sewer mains. The new 
residential sewer services will be located on private property and will be connected to 
an existing main and will have substantially the same purpose and capacity of the 
services replaced.

Sustainability: The project is consistent with the City's Sustainability Master Plan by 
reducing sanitary sewer outflows, which is one of the City's sustainability targets; and 
by improving reliability, which will reduce energy-intensive maintenance efforts.

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable.
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Rationale for Recommendation: The project was formally advertised on March 11, 
2016 to solicit public bids.  The City Clerk’s Office received and opened the following 
two bids on April 6, 2016:

Contractor Bid Amount
Florez Paving $107,000
Navajo Pipelines $156,200

The engineer’s estimate was $96,000.  The lowest bidder is approximately 11% higher 
than the engineer’s estimate.  

Financial Considerations: With a construction cost for an amount not–to-exceed 
$107,000, the total costs for design, inspection, and construction are estimated to be 
$184,480. Sufficient funding is available in the Combined Sewer System Capital 
program (X14010000) to award the contract and complete the project.  

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Florez Paving is an LBE.
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Background

The existing 6-inch diameter vitrified clay pipe (VCP) selected for this contract is located in the 
backyard/side yard of residential properties north of J Street and west of 33rd Street. Frequent 
maintenance has been conducted and multiple SSOs have occurred due to the condition of 
this sewer main. Field crews inspected these segments and found significant root intrusion, 
severe cracks, fractures, and two sections of broken pipe where voids and soil are visible.

During the initial assessment, Department of Utilities (DOU) engineering staff considered 
trenchless methods such as pipe lining or pipe bursting. However, it was discovered that the 
sewer main is fairly shallow, that there are two garages over the sewer main, and that there is 
no public utility easement. These conditions make a sewer CIP with trenchless methods 
extremely complex and challenging. In order to provide the most reliable sewer service to 
homeowners, DOU engineering staff decided to reroute the sewer laterals to the combined 
sewer mains in 33rd and J streets. Rerouting of the sewer laterals and abandonment of this 
sewer main will benefit both the City maintenance staff and the homeowners. Abandoning this 
sewer main will eliminate frequent maintenance and significantly decrease the occurrence of 
sanitary sewer overflows. 
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