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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: Staff recommends Council approve an agreement for engineering 
services with AECOM Technology Corporation to develop and evaluate the feasibility 
of a Green Stormwater Incentive Program. Green stormwater infrastructure, such as 
rain gardens and pervious pavement, reduces stormwater runoff.  This project will 
quantify the benefits of green stormwater infrastructure on existing City drainage 
systems using hydrologic and hydraulic models and recommend ways to encourage 
the implementation of green infrastructure though a drainage rate reduction and/or 
rebate program for the installation of low impact development (LID) or green 
stormwater infrastructure on private or commercial properties. 

Policy Considerations: City Council approval is required for professional service 
agreements of $100,000 or more. The proposed action is consistent with the City’s 
efforts to achieve sustainability by implementing strategies to improve overall 
operational efficiency and customer service.  

Economic Impacts: None.

Environmental Considerations: The Community Development Department, 
Environmental Planning Services has determined that the proposed agreement is 
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section 
15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines. Section 15061(b)(3) sets forth the general rule 
that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a significant 
effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no 
possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on an 
environmental resource, the activity is not subject to CEQA. Any future activities that 
would result in physical changes to the environment would be subject to appropriate 
CEQA analysis at that time. 

Sustainability: Green Infrastructure technologies support sustainability by reducing 
runoff volume and attenuating the peak flows entering the City’s drainage and 
combined sewer systems. 

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable.

Rationale for Recommendation: In December 2015, the DOU issued a Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) to seek qualified consultants to prepare a Green Stormwater Incentive 
Program.  Four proposals were received from the following firms:  AECOM Technology 
Corporation, Environmental Incentives LLC, Wood Rodgers, Inc., and Watearth Company.

A selection committee comprised of four staff from the DOU and one participant from the 
State Department of Water Resources evaluated the four proposals using a standard rating 
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system.   AECOM was the top-ranked firm based on its scores during the evaluation 
process.

Financial Considerations: The proposed agreement for engineering services with 
AECOM Technology Corporation is for a not-to-exceed amount of $120,000.  The 
agreement budget was established based on negotiated fees and the type and 
amount of work necessary to complete the Green Stormwater Incentive Program. 
Sufficient funding exists in the Drainage Master Plan Program (I14710100) to enter 
into this agreement.

Local Business Enterprise (LBE):  AECOM Technology Corporation is an LBE.
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Background

Green stormwater infrastructure, such as rain gardens and pervious pavement, reduces 
stormwater runoff.  Reducing runoff from private property decreases burdens on the city 
stormwater system. A reduction in service demands can be the basis for fee or rate 
reductions for drainage service customers.  

The City Of Sacramento has 145 drainage basins. Much of this infrastructure was 
constructed before current storm drainage design guidelines were in place.  In many 
areas the system is sized based on outdated hydrology and land use data and does not 
have capacity to drain a 10-year storm event under existing land use conditions.  Green 
stormwater infrastructure may provide more benefits to an older substandard basin than 
a newer basin built to the current guidelines.  Hydrologic and hydraulic models have 
been developed for approximately 40% of the basins. These hydraulic models of the 
City’s drainage basin can quantify the runoff and flood reduction benefits of green 
stormwater infrastructure.  In addition, many of the 145 drainage basins are pumped.  
Reducing demands on these pump stations will reduce operations and maintenance 
costs.

The Department of Utilities would like offer a program to the rate payers that provides a 
reduction in storm drainage fees either through rebates or reduced monthly fees as an 
incentive to increase the use of green infrastructure on private property.  Many other 
Cities have implemented similar incentive programs and could provide valuable input on 
program administration costs and annual participation estimations.

This project will 1) research/review existing incentives programs and lessons learned 
from other cities, 2) quantify the benefits of green stormwater infrastructure on existing 
City drainage systems using hydrologic and hydraulic models, 3) develop examples and 
estimate installation costs, 4) review the existing fees, summarize potential funding, and 
develop estimated participation rates, and 5) recommend a drainage rate reduction 
and/or rebate program to encourage the implementation of green infrastructure.  
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