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Recommendation: Pass a Motion authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to execute 
agreements with Holt of California, Inc. in the amount of $233,589 and I-5 Rentals in the amount of 
$226,714 for short-term rental of heavy equipment required for the Lower American River Salmonid 
Spawning Gravel Augmentation Project being administered by the City-County Office of Metropolitan 
Water Planning (CCOMWP). The total amount for the two contracts is $460,303.

Contact: Tom Gohring, Executive Director, (916) 808-1993, Citywide and Community Support, 
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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: The CCOMWP has partnered with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) and 
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) on the Lower American River Salmonid 
Spawning Gravel Augmentation Project (G14140200) (Project) since 2006. The purpose of 
the Project is to increase the availability of spawning gravel and rearing habitat for the fall-
run Chinook salmon and steelhead trout in the lower American River. This report 
recommends approval of two agreements for heavy equipment required for the Project.

Policy Considerations: This Project will aid fish habitat restoration efforts for the lower 
American River, consistent with goals of the Water Forum Agreement. Pursuant to the 
Interagency Agreement that created the CCOMWP, the City‘s procedures are followed for 
CCOMWP contracting activities.

Economic Impacts None.

Environmental Considerations: 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA): The Project is subject to review 
pursuant to both CEQA and NEPA. Reclamation is responsible for 
NEPA review. Reclamation prepared a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) for the Project. The NEPA review process does not require 
action by the City. 

This Project is one of many to help meet the requirements of the 1992 
Central Valley Project Improvement Act, Section 3406 (b)(13), to restore 
and replenish spawning gravel and rearing habitat to improve fish 
production. There will be no significant effects on endangered, rare or 
threatened species or habitat, and no other significant environmental 
effects from the project. 

The project is exempt from CEQA review. The Central Valley Regional Water Quality 
Control Board issued Clean Water Act § 401 Water Quality Certification for this 
Project on November 9, 2015, and determined that the Project meets the 
Categorical Exemption under CEQA Guidelines § 15304 for minor public or private 
alterations in the condition of land, water, and/or vegetation which do not involve 
removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry or agricultural purposes.

Sustainability: Implementation of the Project is consistent with the City 
of Sacramento’s Sustainability Master Plan Goals:

Sustainability Goal No. 7 - Parks, Open Space, and Habitat Conservation 
are promoted by the second co-equal objective of the Water Forum 
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Agreement “To preserve the fishery, wildlife, recreational, and aesthetic 
values of the lower American River.”

Commission/Committee Action: None.

Rationale for Recommendation: In June 2016, CCOMWP issued bid number 
B17804041001 for short-term rental heavy equipment. The equipment will be operated by City 
staff. Three bids were received, one bid was subsequently withdrawn at the request of the 
bidder, and one bidder chose not to bid on all items. The lowest bidders on each piece of 
equipment are identified in the table below. Work on the Lower American River is subject to 
water levels that are driven by releases upstream. Therefore, the contract amounts include a 
10% contingency. 

BID RESULTS

Price ($) Lowest 
BidderItem Quantity

I-5 Rentals Holt of CA

X-Large handicap outhouse with 
hand washing station 2 No bid 2,741.98 Holt of CA

Dozer D10 (or larger) or equal – 
River Friendly 1 No bid 90,019.66 Holt of CA

Excavator 330 with thumb or equal 
– River Friendly 1 37,721.00 36,195.72 Holt of CA

Front end loader 966 or equal – 
River Friendly** 2 55,289.20 60,524.02 Holt of CA

Front end loader 966 or equal 1 23,480.00 22,871.80 Holt of CA

TOTAL – Holt of CA $212,353.18

Water Tower 1 3,840.00 5,121.30 I-5 Rentals

Dozer D9 or equal – River Friendly 1 57,319.80 71,059.15 I-5 Rentals

Dozer D7 or equal – River Friendly 1 31,727.00 47,866.71 I-5 Rentals

Excavator 336 with 3-yard bucket 
and teeth or equal 1 34,481.00 36,121.58 I-5 Rentals

Yuke 740 40-yard dump truck or 
equal – River Friendly 2 78,736.00 88,204.76 I-5 Rentals

Total – I-5 Rental $206,103.80

** I-5 Rentals was low bidder, but no longer has the equipment available.
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The lowest bidder for each item was awarded a contract for the price of the items 
plus a 10% contingency: 

 Holt of California - $233,589
 I-5 Rentals – $226,714

Financial Considerations: This Project has no impact on the City’s General Fund. This 
Project is funded through a grant from U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFWS). There are sufficient 
Habitat Management Element Funds (Fund 7104) in the USFWS Restoration grant project 
(G14140200) to cover the total contract amount for $460,303.This project has a revenue 
budget of $1,050,943 and expenditures to date of $201,141 leaving a balance of $821,252.

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Holt of California is an LBE, I-5 Rentals is not an LBE. 
The minimum LBE participation requirement was waived by the Executive Director of 
CCOMWP. Staff has determined the waiver is in the City’s best interest through analysis of 
previous bid history, which showed there are not enough vendors within the City to meet 
the needs of the project.
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Background

The Reclamation operates facilities that regulate flows in the lower American River, 
which contains populations of anadromous Chinook salmon and threatened steelhead 
trout. 

Flow regulation and stream channel manipulations have modified anadromous salmonid 
habitat in the American River. Specifically, gravel is regularly lost from spawning sites 
on the river because of the construction and operation of Central Valley Project dams, 
bank protection projects, and other actions that reduce the availability of spawning 
gravel and rearing habitat in the American River downstream of Nimbus Dam.

In 2006, Reclamation approached the CCOMWP, on behalf of the Sacramento Region 
Water Forum, to assist Reclamation and other project partners in carrying out the 
Project. Assistance from the CCOMWP includes project planning, permitting, inter-
agency coordination, and contracting. Pursuant to the interagency agreement that 
created the CCOMWP, the City’s procedures are followed for all CCOMWP contracting 
activities.

This Project is consistent with the goals of the Fisheries and Instream Habitat Plan, 
which is incorporated into the River Corridor Management Plan (RCMP). The RCMP is 
a coordinated approach to management of the lower American River that was 
developed and endorsed by 38 organizations and local governments in 2002, including 
the City of Sacramento.

The Project is a vital component of the Habitat Management Element (HME) of the 
Water Forum Agreement, of which the City of Sacramento is a signatory.
The HME is a mitigation requirement of the Water Forum Agreement Environmental 
Impact Report of 2000.
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