
James Sanchez, City Attorney Shirley Concolino, City Clerk John Colville, Interim City Treasurer
John F. Shirey, City Manager

Meeting Date: 8/16/2016

Report Type: Consent

Report ID: 2016-00637

Title: Contract for Legal Services for Curtis Park Village Litigation (M16-008)

Location: District 5
Issue: 

Recommendation: Pass a Resolution: 1) establishing I21005400 as the Curtis Village Park Litigation 
project; 2) authorizing the City Manager to transfer $500,000 from the Development Services Fund 
(Fund 2016) fund balance to I21005400 for litigation services; and 3) authorizing the City Attorney to 
execute a contract with Meyers Nave in an amount not-to-exceed $500,000 for litigation assistance 
with the lawsuit Petrovich Development Co., v. City of Sacramento, et al.

Contact: Joy Patterson, Principal Planner, (916) 808-5607, Community Development Department; 
Brett Witter, Supervising Deputy City Attorney, (916) 808-5346, Office of the City Attorney
Presenter: None
Department: Community Development Dept / Office of the City Attorney
Division: Current Planning
Dept ID: 21001221
Attachments: 
1-Description/Analysis
2-Resolution
3-Agreement
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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: Staff is seeking Council approval to enter into a legal services agreement 
with Meyers Nave Riback Silver & Wilson, a Professional Law Corporation, in an amount 
not-to-exceed $500,000 for expenses associated with the litigation entitled Petrovich 
Development Co. v. City of Sacramento, et al.  The lawsuit was brought by Petrovich 
Development Company asserting that: (1) the City of Sacramento did not adequately 
respond to a request for records pursuant to the California Public Records Act; and (2) the 
City Council improperly denied a Conditional Use Permit for a gas station at the Curtis Park 
Village project.

The City Attorney’s Office maintains a pre-approved list of qualified outside counsel 
available to assist with litigation matters.  Meyers Nave Riback Silver & Wilson has been 
selected as the most qualified firm to strongly represent and defend the City’s interest in 
this lawsuit.  This contract amount should cover expenses incurred since the initiation of the 
lawsuit through and including the decision of the trial court.

It is recommended that the Council authorize the City Manager to transfer $500,000 from 
the Development Services Fund (Fund 2016) to the Curtis Park Village Litigation project, 
which will be established as I21005400, and authorize the City Attorney to enter into a 
contract for legal services with Meyers Nave Riback Silver & Wilson in an amount not-to-
exceed $500,000.  

Policy Considerations: This funding is required to obtain representation and defense of 
the City in this litigation.

Economic Impacts:  Not applicable.

Environmental Considerations: Contracting for outside legal services is an administrative 
activity that will not result in direct or indirect physical changes in the environment, and is 
not a project subject to CEQA review.  CEQA Guidelines section 15378 (b) (5).

Sustainability: Not applicable.

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable.

Rationale for Recommendation: A lawsuit was filed regarding the Curtis Park Village 
project that will require the assistance of outside legal counsel.

Financial Considerations: Staff is seeking council approval for the transfer of $500,000 
from the Development Services Fund to I21005400.  There will be no additional impact to 
the General Fund.
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Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Meyers Nave Riback Silver & Wilson is an LBE.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2016-

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

AUTHORIZING A BUDGET TRANSFER FOR LEGAL EXPENSES AND 
AUTHORIZING A LEGAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR THE CITY’S DEFENSE IN 

ONGOING LITIGATION RELATED TO CURTIS PARK VILLAGE (M16-008)

A.  The City has been named as a defendant in the matter Petrovich Development 
Co., v. City of Sacramento et al.

B. In order to provide for the defense of the City, outside legal assistance is required 
and funding is necessary to cover current and future anticipated expenses.  

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Curtis Park Village Litigation project is established as I21005400

Section 2. The City Manager is authorized to transfer $500,000 from the 
Development Services Fund (Fund 2016) fund balance to I21005400.

Section 3. The City Attorney is authorized to execute a contract with Meyers Nave 
Riback Silver & Wilson in an amount not-to-exceed $500,000 for litigation 
assistance with the lawsuit Petrovich Development Co., v. City of 
Sacramento, et al.

.
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