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Recommendation: Pass a Motion authorizing the City Manager or his designee to execute a 
professional services agreement with The Center to Promote Healthcare Access, Inc., dba Social 
Interest Solutions (SIS), for a MedZone Program Director in the amount of $75,000.

Contact: Larry Burkhardt, Director, (916) 808-1955, Economic Development Department
Presenter: None
Department: Economic Development Dept
Division: 
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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: The Sacramento MedZone is designed to build on the greater Sacramento 
region’s existing base of strength in health care and life sciences in an effort to diversify the 
regional economy and to bring focused economic development to the district surrounding 
the UC Davis Medical Center (the “MedZone”).

Working closely over time with the former Sacramento Regional Technology Alliance 
(SARTA), the Nehemiah Corporation, and WayUp, the City has undertaken numerous 
efforts to establish and develop the MedZone program.  The City supported the MedZone 
program during the past fiscal year (FY2015/16) by entering into a $75,000 professional 
services agreement with SARTA in which SARTA agreed to provide a half-time Program 
Director focused on accelerating the MedZone and MedStart programs (City Agreement 
2015-1020).  Over the last year, the City assisted in the transition of the MedZone 
program’s move from SARTA to Social Interest Solutions (SIS). Staff recommends City 
Council authorize the City Manager to execute a professional services agreement in the 
amount of $75,000 with SIS to provide a half-time Program Director for the MedZone 
program for FY2016/17. 

Policy Considerations:  The cumulative amount of City Agreement 2015-1020 and the 
proposed professional services agreement for the half-time Program Director for the 
MedZone program for FY2016/17 exceeds the authority to enter into contracts granted to 
the City Manager under City Code section 3.64.030. 

Economic Impacts: Success of the MedZone program promises to expand primary 
employment in the region, including the appropriate economic multipliers associated with 
the specific jobs to be established.

Environmental Considerations: Not applicable.

Sustainability: Not applicable.

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable.

Rationale for Recommendation: Success of the MedZone program has been delayed due to 
the inability to secure a suitable facility to be used on a short-term basis while the approval 
process associated with the potential renovation of UC Davis Health Systems’ Governor’s Hall 
building moves forward through the UC system.  Several properties have been examined and 
eliminated.  Currently, MedZone’s Program Director is in discussion with UC Davis regarding 
the potential use of a building within the Oak Park district.  In addition, an investor group has 
come forward with interest in possibly buying an identified Oak Park property for use by 
MedZone. 
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The Program Director has indicated that one company is anxious to locate to a MedZone 
facility as soon as one is available.  Others have indicated high levels of interest, conditioned 
on what specific facility eventually is identified. Given the employment goals of the program 
and the sense that the program is nearing identification of a short-term location, the City’s 
investment to date may have the opportunity to bear fruit.  

Financial Considerations: Sufficient funding is available in the Economic Development 
Department’s FY2016/17 operating budget for this contract.

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Not applicable.
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