
James Sanchez, City Attorney Shirley Concolino, City Clerk John Colville, Interim City Treasurer
John F. Shirey, City Manager

Meeting Date: 9/6/2016

Report Type: Consent

Report ID: 2016-00828

Title: Agreement for Transportation Services with PARATRANSIT, Inc.

Location: Citywide

Recommendation: Pass a Motion authorizing the City Manager, or City Manager’s designee, to 
enter into an Agreement for transportation services with Paratransit, Inc. in an amount not to exceed 
$120,000 over five years.

Contact: Katherine Robbins, Administrative Officer, (916) 808-1562; Rosanne Bernardy, Recreation 
Superintendent, (916) 808-1590, Department of Parks and Recreation
Presenter: None
Department: Parks & Recreation Department
Division: Older Adult Services
Dept ID: 19001711
Attachments: 
1-Description/Analysis
2-Contract
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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: In 2012, the City Council approved the Ethel MacLeod Hart Trust Fund 
Advisory Committee, the City and Paratransit then conducted a Senior Transportation 
Voucher pilot project to assist low-income older adults with the cost of transportation. Staff 
is seeking to continue the program beyond the initial pilot as it proved to be a valuable 
resource to the low-income senior community. The inadequacy of transportation resources 
for seniors has been well documented through county-wide senior needs assessments and 
is demonstrated by the frequency of calls received at Hart Senior Center from older 
residents in need of transportation resources.  

For low-income seniors eligible for service from PARATRANSIT, the $5.00 (non-ADA) and 
$5.50 (ADA) one-way fare presents a significant barrier.  These seniors typically use 
PARATRANSIT services for necessary trips like doctors’ appointments, but often forego 
trips to less necessary - but very valuable - activities such as exercise and social programs, 
many of which are provided at Hart Senior Center and other CITY recreational facilities.   

Policy Considerations: This action is consistent with Sacramento City Code Chapter 3.64 
regarding professional service agreements.

Economic Impacts:  Not applicable.

Environmental Considerations: California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): This report 
concerns administrative activities that do not constitute a “project” as defined by Section 
15378(b)(2) of the CEQA Guidelines (Title 14 Cal. Code Reg. § 15000 et seq.).

Sustainability: Not applicable.

Commission/Committee Action: The Ethel MacLeod Hart Trust Fund Advisory 
Committee voted to recommend continued funding of the Senior Transportation Fare 
Assistance Program at its May 23, 2016 meeting.

Rationale for Recommendation: PARATRANSIT operates a transportation program for 
seniors, with vehicles on the premises.  Providing fare assistance to low-income seniors 
allows them take trips beyond their necessary destinations such as doctor’s appointments 
to participate in other valuable activities such as exercise and social programs, many of 
which are provided at Hart Senior Center and other City recreational facilities.  

Low-income PARATRANSIT enrollees age 60 and above who reside in the City of 
Sacramento are eligible to participate in the Senior Transportation Fare Assistance Project.  
An individual will be considered income eligible if their total combined annual income before 
taxes falls at or below the Federal Poverty Income Guidelines or if the individual is a 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) recipient.  
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For low-income seniors eligible for service from PARATRANSIT, the $5.00 (non-ADA) and 
$5.50 one-way fares present a barrier.  This collaboration between the City and 
PARATRANSIT will provide the following benefits:

 Increase access to transportation for low-income seniors eligible for PARATRANSIT 
services. 

 Encourage low-income seniors who limit their outings to necessary trips like doctors’ 
appointments to use PARATRANSIT transportation as a way to increase 
participation in life enriching activities.   

 Increase the number of low-income seniors enrolled in PARATRANSIT.

The Ethel MacLeod Hart Trust Fund Guidelines for Advisory Committee and Trust Fund 
Administration indicate that, based on the bequest of Ethel MacLeod Hart, the endowment 
established in her name is to be used for the “use, enjoyment and comfort” of Sacramento’s 
senior citizens.

Financial Considerations: The operation of Senior Transportation Fare Assistance 
Program will assist low-income older adults with the cost of transportation. The parties 
desire to renew that agreement to implement the Senior Transportation Fare Assistance 
Program over a five-year term, with City providing funding for such services from the Hart 
Trust Fund for Senior Citizens Project (I19121000). Total Maximum Payment by CITY to 
PARATRANSIT under this Agreement for trips provided by PARATRANSIT to eligible 
participants in the Senior Fare Assistance Program shall be Twenty-four Thousand Dollars 
($24,000.00) per fiscal year.   It is understood and agreed that this total is the maximum 
and that CITY will only pay for services actually rendered.

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Not applicable.
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