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Report ID: 2016-00894

Title: Agreement:  Water Quality Detention Basin Condition Assessment and Maintenance 
Prescription (I14010200) for FY2016/17, FY2017/18, and FY2018/19

Location: Citywide
Issue: 

Recommendation: Pass a Motion authorizing the City Manager or the City Manager's designee to 
execute an Agreement with Blankinship & Associates Inc., to provide water quality detention basin 
condition assessment and maintenance support services for FY2016/17, FY2017/18, and FY2018/19, 
for an amount not-to-exceed $150,000.

Contact: Dan Sherry, Engineering & Water Resources Manager, (916) 808-1419; Sherill Huun, 
Supervising Engineer, (916) 808-1455; Fernando Duenas, Associate Engineer, (916) 808-4953, 
Department of Utilities
Presenter: None
Department: Department Of Utilities
Division: Environmental & Regulatory Com
Dept ID: 14001331
Attachments: 
1-Description/Analysis
2-Background
3-Agreement
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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: Staff recommends Council approve an Agreement with Blankinship & 
Associates, Inc. to provide water quality detention basin condition assessment and 
maintenance support services for Fiscal Years 2016/17, 2017/18, and 2018/19. The 
Department of Utilities (DOU) operates and maintains multiple water quality detention 
basins and associated drainage channels throughout the City. 

Policy Considerations: City Council approval is required for agreements of $100,000 or 
more. 

Economic Impacts: None

Environmental Considerations: The Community Development Department, 
Environmental Services Manager has reviewed the proposed supplemental agreement and 
has determined that the proposed project is exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) under Section Number 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines. The 
activity is covered by the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects that have the 
potential for causing a significant effect on the environment.  Where it can be seen with 
certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect 
on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.

Sustainability: Not applicable

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable

Rationale for Recommendation: On May 4, 2016, DOU issued a Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) to provide support services necessary to provide water quality 
detention basin maintenance condition assessments for applicable drainage facilities 
maintained by the City. Blankinship & Associates, Inc. was the only firm to submit a 
Statement of Qualifications (SOQ).  DOU staff reviewed Blankinship & Associates, Inc.’s 
proposal and concluded they are well qualified to provide the services outlined in the RFQ. 
Staff recommends Council approves the agreement with Blankinship and Associates, Inc.  

Financial Considerations: The agreement with Blankinship & Associates, Inc. is for the 
amount not-to-exceed $150,000. Sufficient funds exist in the FY10-FY14 National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Program (I14010200, Storm Drainage Fund, Fund 
6011).  

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Blankinship & Associates is not an LBE, but has 
partnered with an LBE, H.T. Harvey & Associates, for this contract to meet the minimum 
LBE participation requirement. 
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Background

The Department of Utilities (”DOU”) operates and maintains the City’s regional water 
quality detention basins and associated drainage channels. The basins provide 
stormwater quality treatment, flood control, aesthetic and recreational value, and create 
wildlife habitat. The water quality detention basins are viewed as public amenities due to 
their integration into park or open space areas. 

Reoccurring nuisance conditions (algal blooms, odor, etc.) have triggered a need to 
conduct a condition assessment of these basins in order to evaluate what 
improvements can be made to minimize these conditions. The volume of sediment 
buildup and the chemical composition of the sediment will be evaluated. The City has 
identified nutrients, such as nitrogen and phosphorus, as potential pollutants of concern 
within these basins. These nutrients are suspected for many of the nuisance conditions, 
including unsightly algae and other plant growth and odor. Homeowners adjacent to 
water quality ponds have, on occasion, complained about these issues.

The proposed agreement with Blankinship & Associates, Inc. provides for the following 
services to be performed during the three year period: assessing and prioritizing water 
quality detention basins; routine sediment monitoring strategies; conducting sediment 
accumulation survey; sediment sample collection and analysis; recommending aquatic 
weed control options; revising and completing water quality detention basin field 
manuals; assessing detention basin vegetation conditions and providing plant 
recommendations; coordinating with homeowners associations to identify effective lake 
maintenance strategies for privately maintained water quality detention basins; 
proposing new basin performance objectives and identifying structural improvements on 
existing dry water quality detention basins; coordinating and facilitating project 
meetings; assisting with general technical support services; and, if required, drafting 
metrics to assess performance of City-installed aeration systems.   
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