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File #: 2016-01436    Consent Item 03    
 

 

 
Title:  Purchase/Cooperative Agreement for Patient Care Report Tablets  
 
Recommendation:  Pass a Resolution authorizing the City Manager or his designee to: 1) use 
the Minnesota WSCA-NASPO Master Agreement (Contract # MNWNC-108), a cooperative 
purchasing agreement, as supplemented by the California Participating Addendum (Contract # 
7-15-70-34-003) to purchase Patient Care Report Tablets from Dell Computers in an amount 
not to exceed $300,000 during Fiscal Year 2016/17; 2) appropriate General Fund 
Intergovernmental Transfer (IGT) fund balance for the amount of the purchase to the 
Advanced Life Support Equipment Program (F12000200); and 3) increase the Fire Department 
operating budget revenue and expenditure budgets by $5,000 to cover the data plans 
necessary for the tablets with Ground Emergency Medical Transport (GEMT) funding. 
 
Location: Citywide 
 
Contact: Chad Augustin, Deputy Chief, (916) 808-1603, Fire Department 
 

Presenter: None 
 
Department: Fire 
 
Attachments:  
1-Description/Analysis 
2-Resolution  
3-NASPO ValuePoint Contract 
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Description/Analysis 
 
Issue Detail:  The Fire Department as an emergency pre-hospital care and transport provider 
is required to comply with both Assembly Bills (AB)1129 and AB1223 as explained below.   
 
AB1129 is legislation that requires pre-hospital providers to utilize an electronic health record 
system that exports data in a format that is compliant with the current versions of the California 
Emergency Medical Services Information System (CEMSIS) and the National Emergency 
Medical Services Information System (NEMSIS).  The State Emergency Medical Services 
Authority (EMSA) has published a letter that requires pre-hospital providers to utilize electronic 
Patient Care Reports (ePCRs) that are compliant to NEMSIS version 3.4 by December 31, 
2016.  The Fire Department is compliant with current data recording standards; however, the 
new NEMSIS standards will require the Fire Department to collect additional data from 
Emergency Medical Service (EMS) calls that includes up to 185 new fields for data collection.   
 
AB1223 is legislation that allows EMSA to adopt standard policies and procedures for 
calculating and reporting ambulance patient offload time.  As part of the effort by EMSA to 
adopt standards related to data collection for ambulance patient offload time, the Fire 
Department is being tasked with tracking time spent while waiting to transfer patient care to a 
facility that will assume responsibility for care of the patient, i.e., emergency room gurney or 
bed.   
 
The Fire Department’s current hardware does not allow personnel to continuously transmit 
data once medical personnel enter medical facilities such as hospitals thus limiting the Fire 
Department’s ability to effectively collect data requested by EMSA. The Fire Department’s 
hardware will need to be upgraded to meet the standards set by EMSA. The software currently 
used by the Fire Department will remain in place.    
 
With the new hardware, the Fire Department will be able to maintain compliance as required 
by EMSA by collecting the necessary additional data and by providing patient offload times 
and utilizing the constant connectivity available with the new hardware. In addition, the new 
hardware will allow Fire Department personnel to utilize a bar code scanner to scan narcotics, 
bolstering current inventory control. Also, the new hardware will allow Fire Department 
Company Officers to transfer ePCRs to the medic units when medic personnel arrive on scene 
sharing life-saving diagnostic information with on-scene crews. 
 
Policy Considerations: The recommendations in this report are in accordance with 
provisions of the City Code Section 3.56.240 which authorizes the City Manager, where 
advantageous, to utilize cooperative purchasing agreements approved by the City Council to 
purchase supplies and non-professional services through legal contracts of other 
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governmental jurisdictions or public agencies without separate competitive bidding; and City 
Code Section 3.56.090, which requires City Council approval to enter into contract for any 
contract over $100,000. 
 
Economic Impacts: None 
 
Environmental Considerations: This report concerns administrative activities that do not 
constitute a “project” as defined by section 15378 of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) Guidelines and is otherwise exempt pursuant to sections 15061(b)(3); 15378(b)(2). 
 
Sustainability: The recommendations in this report are in accordance with City Code Chapter 
3.56.40 regarding the purchase of supplies. 
 
Commission/Committee Action: None. 
 
Rationale for Recommendation: After reviewing the available purchasing options, the Fire 
Department has determined that using the cooperative purchase agreement of the California 
National Association of State Procurement Officials (NASPO) ValuePoint and the Dell 
Computer cooperative agreement (contract # 7-15-70-34-003) represents the most 
advantageous purchase strategy as this contract was competitively bid.  
 
In an ongoing effort to maximize costs savings and staff resources, many government agency 
share contracting efforts through cooperative purchasing.  This procurement approach 
increases pricing competitiveness and lowers operating costs through volume purchases.  
When comparing the administrative costs of procurement, staff considers product research, 
source selection, specifications advertising, staff reports, awarding, potential protests, and 
administration of the contract.  Cooperative purchasing is more beneficial to eliminate 
additional time and resource spent on these administrative processes.   
 
The City has used both regional and national cooperative purchasing agreements to 
complement its own contracting initiatives.  Cooperative purchasing enables City Departments 
to evaluate a broader range of contracting opportunities and to share resources with other 
jurisdictions.  Cooperative purchasing also leverages internal and external resources to 
maximize cost savings opportunities for the City.  
 
Financial Considerations: The purchase of and use of electronic tablets will improve patient 
care reporting and is consistent with the intended use of GEMT and IGT resources.  
 
The Fire Department is recommending a transfer up to $300,000 from the General Fund IGT 
fund balance to the Advance Life Support ALS Equipment (F12000200) to cover the costs of 
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the tablets. The tablets will require data plans which are estimated to cost $10,000 annually.  
Since the tablets will be purchased on or before December 31, it is anticipated that the 
prorated cost of the data plan for the current fiscal year will be approximately $5,000.  It is 
recommended that the operating revenue and expenditure budgets be increased with the use 
of GEMT funds.  
 
Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Dell Computer is not an LBE.  The minimum LBE 
participation requirement is waived for the City’s use of cooperative purchase agreements that 
have been competitively bid, evaluated and awarded by other governmental agencies that may 
or may not have similar LBE programs.  
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RESOLUTION NO.

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

APPROVING THE USE OF A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT FOR THE 
PURCHASE OF PATIENT CARE REPORTING TABLETS

BACKGROUND

A. The Sacramento Fire Department (SFD), Emergency Medical Services Division has a need to 
purchase and implement tablets with our medical response staff.  The Department needs to be 
compliant with California State Legislation AB1129 and AB1223 by January 1, 2017.  The 
tablets will assist SFD personnel to process paperless Patient Care Reports (PCR’s), quickly 
transfer data between SFD and hospital personnel, and take necessary photographs of 
hospital registration forms.  Prehospital transport providers now have the requirement to track 
the time spent in the facilities while the patient is on the providers’ gurney. The Fire 
Department’s current hardware does not have the ability to track this type of data.

B. In accordance with City Code Section 3.56.240, the City Manager, where advantageous to the 
City, may, by cooperative purchase agreements approved by the City Council, purchase 
supplies or nonprofessional services through legal contracts of other governmental 
jurisdictions or public agencies without separate competitive bidding by the City. 

C. The recommended purchases will be made utilizing available Intergovernmental Transfer (IGT) 
resources up to $300,000. The purchase of the tablets will require a new data plan estimated 
to cost $10,000 annually.   

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL RESOLVES 
AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1.  The City Manager or his designee is authorized to use the Minnesota WSCA-NAPO 
Master Agreement (Contract # MNWNC-108) as supplemented by the California 
Participating Addendum (Contract # 7-15-70-34-003), a cooperative purchasing
agreement, to purchase patient care reporting tablets from Dell Computers in an amount 
not to exceed $300,000 in Fiscal Year 2016/17. 

Section 2. General Fund IGT fund balance in the amount of the tablet purchase, not exceeding 
$300,000, shall be appropriated to the Advanced Life Support Equipment Program 
(F12000200). 

Section 3. The Fire Department operating budget revenue and expenditure budgets shall be 
increased by $5,000 to cover the data plans necessary for the tablets with Ground 
Emergency Medical Transport (GEMT) funding.
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