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File #: 2016-01397   November 29, 2016 Consent Item 13    
 

 

 
Title: Agreement:  Engineering Services for the 3rd St. Relief Sewer 
 
Recommendation:  Pass a Resolution 1) authorizing the City Manager or the City Manager’s 
designee to sign a professional services agreement with NV5 for engineering services for the 
3rd St. Relief Sewer project, for an amount not-to-exceed $600,760; and 2) transferring 
$600,760 from the available fund balance of Sewer Development Fees (Fund 6002) into 
X14010000. 
 
Location:  District 4 
 
Contact:  Dan Sherry, Engineering & Water Resources Manager, (916) 808-1419; Brett Grant, 
Supervising Engineer, (916) 808-1413; Mark Elliott, Project Manager (916) 808-8894, 
Department of Utilities 
 
Presenter:  None 
 
Department: Department of Utilities 
 
Attachments:  
1-Description Analysis 
2-Resolution 
3- Agreement 
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Description/Analysis 
 
Issue Detail:  Staff recommends Council approve a professional services agreement with NV5 
for engineering design services for the 3rd Street Relief Sewer. The sewer pipeline will provide 
the capacity for existing and future growth in the Downtown Railyards area, River District 
separated sewer area, and adjacent areas in the Central Business District.   
 
Policy Considerations:  City Council approval is required for all agreements of $100,000 or 
more. 
 
Economic Impacts:  None. 
 
Environmental Considerations:  The current project is exempt from the requirements of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), under CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3), 
which states that CEQA applies only to projects that have the potential for causing a significant 
effect on the environment.  The current activity involves only contracting for design services, 
which will not have a significant effect on the environment.   
 
Sustainability:  Design and eventual construction of the 3rd St. Relief Sewer is consistent with 
the 2035 General Plan and with the goals and targets of the City’s Sustainability Master Plan 
as it supports the goal of protecting our water sources and reducing the volume of untreated 
wastewater discharges.  In addition, the new sewer will improve infrastructure reliability and 
reduce energy-intensive maintenance needs. 
 
Commission/Committee Action:  Not applicable. 
 
Rationale for Recommendation:  On February 5th, 2016, a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 
was advertised inviting interested firms to submit qualifications to prepare final design plans for 
this project.  Five firms (NV5, Carollo, West Yost, Hatch Mott McDonald, and MRPE) submitted 
their Statements of Qualifications (SOQs).  The selection committee, consisting of DOU staff 
and an outside agency member from the Sacramento County Sewer District, evaluated the five 
submittals and elected to interview the four top ranked firms. Based on the combined interview 
plus SOQ evaluation scores, the selection committee selected NV5 as the top-ranked firm for 
the project. The final scope of work and budget was then negotiated with NV5. 
 
Financial Considerations:  The proposed agreement is for an amount not-to-exceed 
$600,760.  Staff recommends transferring $600,760 from available fund balance in Sewer 
Development Fees (Fund 6002) to the Project (X14010000).   
 
Local Business Enterprise (LBE):  NV5 is an LBE. 
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Background:  This proposed relief sewer will provide increased capacity for major planned 
developments in the River District (also known as the Richards Area), the Railyards, the 
Central Business District, and adjacent service shed areas. The proposed pipeline is part of 
the city’s Combined Sewer System (CSS). It will be designed, as much as practicable, to carry 
separated sewage only.   
 
Preliminary design anticipates construction of a 42- to 48-inch diameter sewer along twelve 
blocks of 3rd Street, between I and U Streets, and along two blocks of T Street, between 3rd 
and 5th Streets.  There is an existing separated 16- to 24-inch diameter sewer along nine 
blocks of 3rd Street that will be replaced with a larger pipe as part of this project. Normal flows 
will divert eastward at 3rd & T Streets and flow into the CSS at 5th & T Streets, continuing to 
Sump 2/2A on the most direct route to the regional wastewater treatment plant. Major storm 
flows will overtop a weir at 3rd & T Streets, allowing a more direct route to Sump 1/1A for initial 
storage and/or primary treatment at Pioneer Reservoir.   
 
Among other tasks, design of this project will involve close coordination with the proposed 
Streetcar project; resolution of numerous utility conflicts; construction under the K Street 
pedestrian tunnel; and pre-construction coordination with Caltrans for planned crossings of 
several I-5 freeway ramps.  Utility conflicts that will likely require relocation are a SMUD duct 
bank and at least two SMUD gas lines 12- to 24-inches in diameter.  
 
This design project is considered too large and would occupy too much of DOU’s resources to 
complete with in-house staff.  It is anticipated the consultant will complete the design within 
nine months, and construction will be able to start in the latter half of 2017.  The consultant’s 
proposed scope of work also includes engineering support services during the bid period and 
through construction.  
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RESOLUTION NO. 2016-
Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

APPROVING A PROFESSIONALSERVICES AGREEMENT FOR ENGINEERING 
SERVICES FOR THE 3RD ST. RELIEF SEWER AND APPROVING RELATED 

BUDGET TRANSFER 

BACKGROUND

A. The proposed 3rd St. Relief Sewer will provide increased capacity for major 
planned developments in the River District, the Railyards, the Central Business 
District, and adjacent service shed areas.  

B. On February 5, 2016, a Request for Qualifications was issued for engineering
services to design and construct the 3rd St. Relief Sewer.  Five firms submitted 
Statements of Qualifications, and NV5 was selected as the top-ranked firm.  

C. A budget augmentation of $600,760 is required to provide sufficient funds to 
complete design for the 3rd St. Relief Sewer Project (X14010000).

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The City Manager or the City Manager’s designee is authorized to sign a
professional services agreement for engineering services with NV5 for the 
3rd St. Relief Sewer Project, for an amount not-to-exceed $600,750.

Section 2. The following budget transfer is approved:

Name Account/Project 
Number

Fund No. Amount

Sewer Impact Fee Fund 890020 6002 ($600,760)

Combined Sewer System X14010000 6002 $600,760
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