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Title: Grant: National Endowment for the Arts Our Town Grant  
 
Recommendation: Pass a Resolution authorizing the City Manager or the City Manager’s 
designee to: 1) accept the $125,000 grant from the National Endowment for the Arts (“NEA”) to 
implement the River Crossing Art Project (“Project”); 2) establish a multi-year operating grant 
for the Project as G17605000 and revenue and expenditure budgets of $125,000 in the 
Operating Grant Fund (2702); 3) execute an agreement with the City of West Sacramento for 
implementation of the Project and establish the General Fund revenue and expenditure 
budgets of $62,500 in the Project; 4) appropriate $50,000 from the committed fund balance for 
Arts Stabilization to the Project; and 5) transfer $12,500 from the FY2016/17 SMAC General 
Fund operating budget to the Project. 
 
Location: Citywide 
 
Contact: Lennee Eller, (916) 808-3971, Program Manager; Jody Ulich, (916) 808-5105, 
Director, Convention and Cultural Services Department 
 
Presenter: None 
  
Department: Convention and Cultural Services Department 
 
Attachments:  
2–Resolution 
3-West Sacramento Agreement 
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Description/Analysis 
 
Issue Detail:  The National Endowment for the Arts (“NEA”) has awarded the City $125,000 
in Our Town Program grant funding, subject to City Council’s approval. Staff is 
recommending that City Council approve acceptance of the NEA grant and also approve an 
agreement between the City of Sacramento and the City of West Sacramento to implement 
the Project using the NEA funds. 
  
The grant funding will be used to create and implement a master art plan for public art and 
arts experiences that will connect downtown Sacramento and the Washington District of West 
Sacramento by creating pedestrian friendly art pathways linking art, entertainment, 
employment and recreation with new residential development along the Sacramento 
Riverfront (hereinafter referred to as the “River Crossing Art Project” or “Project”). The Project 
aims to promote connectivity through the arts in an area that is rapidly growing in population 
yet has traditionally been isolated and underutilized because of rail and freeway barriers, 
vacant properties and lack of activating ground floor uses.  
  
The City of Sacramento, through its Sacramento Metropolitan Arts Commission (“Arts 
Commission”), a City and County joint commission, will partner with West Sacramento and 
the Crocker Art Museum to implement the Project, which will result in the installation of public 
artwork, strategically situated on both sides of the Sacramento River, highlighting the shared 
vision of the Project. Although jointly funded, the City of Sacramento will manage the Project 
and enter into all consultant agreements required to complete the Project. 
  
The award requires a one-to-one match. The City of Sacramento and the City of West 
Sacramento will each contribute $62,500 towards the Project. The City of Sacramento’s 
contribution will include $50,000 from the Arts Stabilization and $12,500 in staff time.  
 
Policy Considerations: City Council Resolution 2016-0216, Section 11.1, requires City 
Council approval to establish this type of operating grant.  
 
Economic Impacts: None.  
 
Environmental Considerations: California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): Under the 
CEQA guidelines, Title 14, Section 15378(b)(2), continuing administrative activities do not 
constitute a project and are therefore exempt from CEQA review 
 
Sustainability: Not applicable 
 
Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable 
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Rationale for Recommendation: Acceptance of the NEA grant to support the Project is 
consistent with the Arts Commission’s mission to advance the community through arts and 
culture.  
 
Financial Considerations: The total budget for the River Crossing Art Project is $250,000.  
The NEA grant award will fund $125,000 of the Project and at a minimum must be matched 
dollar for dollar.  The City of Sacramento’s match will be funded from the committed fund 
balance for Arts Stabilization and staff time from the Arts Commission’s General Fund 
operating budget. A breakdown of the Project funding is as follows: 
 
 NEA Grant Award $125,000 
 City of West Sacramento                             $62,500            
 City Arts Stabilization $50,000 
 City Staff time $12,500 
 Total Project Resources $250,000 
 
Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Not applicable 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2016-

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT FUNDS AND APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT WITH WEST 
SACRAMENTO FOR THE RIVER CROSSING ART PROJECT

BACKGROUND

A. The City has been awarded a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts 
(“NEA”) in the amount of $125,000 to create and implement a master art plan for 
public art connecting downtown Sacramento and the Washington District of West 
Sacramento and to install public artwork on both sides of the Sacramento River 
(referred to as the “River Crossing Art Project”).  The City of Sacramento will partner 
with the City of West Sacramento and the Crocker Art Museum to complete the 
River Crossing Art Project. 

B. The NEA grant requires a matching contribution. The City of Sacramento and the 
City of West Sacramento will each contribute $62,500 towards the River Crossing 
Art Project. The City of Sacramento will contribute $50,000 from Arts Stabilization
and $12,500 in staff time.

C. The River Crossing Art Project will result in a comprehensive master art plan that will 
connect downtown Sacramento with the Washington District of West Sacramento 
through public art. The City, through the Sacramento Metropolitan Arts Commission 
(“Arts Commission”), will use the NEA grant funding to implement the River Crossing 
Art Project, which will highlight the shared vision of the City of Sacramento and City 
of West Sacramento. 

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The City Manager, or the City Manager’s designee, is authorized to accept 
the $125,000 grant from the NEA to implement the River Crossing Art 
Project. 

Section 2. The City Manager, or the City Manager’s designee, is authorized to
establish a multi-year operating grant for the River Crossing Art Project as 
G17605000 and its revenue and expenditure budgets of $125,000 in the 
Operating Grant Fund (2702). 

Section 3. The City Manager, or the City Manager’s designee, is authorized to 
execute an agreement, attached hereto as Exhibit A, with the City of West 
Sacramento for implementation of the River Crossing Art Project and to 
establish the General Fund (1001) revenue and expenditure budgets of 
$62,500 in the Project for the City of West Sacramento’s portion of the 
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NEA grant match.

Section 4. The City Manager, or the City Manager’s designee, is authorized to 
appropriate $50,000 from the committed fund balance for the Arts 
Stabilization to the River Crossing Art Project. 

Section 5. The City Manager, or the City Manager’s designee, is authorized to
transfer $12,500 from the FY2016/17 SMAC General Fund operating
budget to G17605000.

Table of Contents

Exhibit A West Sacramento Agreement 
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