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REPORT TO LAW &
LEGISLATION COMMITTEE

915 | Street, Sacramento, CA 95814-2671
www. CityofSacramento.org

STAFF REPORT
September 19, 2006

Honorable Members of the
Law and Legislation Committee

Subject: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS OF TITLE 18 OF THE
SACRAMENTO CITY CODE RELATING TO DRIVEWAY PERMITS

Location/Council District: Citywide
Recommendation:

This report recommends that the Law and Legislation Committee approve and forward
to the Mayor and the City Council the attached ordinance amending Sections
18.08.010, 18.08.040, 18.08.050, and 18.08.070 of the City Code relating to driveway
permits.

Contact: Ronald Fong, Senior Engineer, (916) 808-7915; Scott Tobey, Associate
Engineer, (916) 808-8307

Presenters: Scott Tobey, Associate Engineer
Department: Development Services Department
Division: Development Engineering
Organization No: 4881

Summary:

This report recommends amending Sections 18.08.010, 18.08.040, 18.08.050,
18.08.070 of the City Code relating to driveway permits. The proposed

amendments streamline the review process for driveway permits by allowing the Traffic
Engineer to make certain exceptions to current City Code for driveways with regards to
separation between driveways and gate locations.

Establishing City Codes that are consistent with long-standing interpretation and current
construction practices will eliminate the need for driveway variances in specific
circumstances. The proposed revisions will serve to reduce workload and improve the
speed of issuance of driveway permits without compromising the intent of the driveway
ordinance.






Amend City Code Chapter 18.08 Relating to Driveway Permits September 19, 2006

Committee/Commission Action:
None

Background Information:

All driveways within the city of Sacramento are reviewed per Chapter 18.08 of the
Sacramento City Code. For those driveways that require a modification or waiver of
requirements outlined in this section, a variance must be granted by the Development
Engineering Division of Development Services. As development has increased, the
number of driveway variances has escalated. More specifically, as infill projects and
high density development continues, many of the current construction practices are
falling outside of the criteria outlined in City Code 18.08. The issues are as follows:

1) Distance of Separation - Per City Code 18.08.040, twenty (20) feet of
separation must be between all driveways while many driveways for single-
family residential do not meet this criteria.

2) Approach Grade — Per City Code 18.08.070, driveways are not allowed to
have an approach grade greater than four percent within twenty (20) feet of
public right-of-way. This prohibition is inconsistent with other construction
standards adopted by the City of Sacramento in January 2002 which allow an
approach grade of up to ten percent (See Attachment A).

3) Gate Locations — Per City Code 18.08.070, gates and other obstructions on
entrance driveway cannot be placed within twenty (20) feet of public right-of-
way. The City has had a long-standing policy of allowing gates for business
to be within twenty (20) feet of the right-of-way provided they would remain
open during business hours and do not intrude into the public right-of-way
(see Attachment B). However, a driveway variance has still been necessary
in order to allow this.

In all of the circumstances a variance must be issued, yet no safety or traffic issues are
created by these conditions. By incorporating these revisions into City Code, many of
the repeat variances would be unnecessary. This streamlining of Code will serve to
reduce workload and improve the speed of issuance of driveway permits without
compromising the intent of the driveway ordinance.

Financial Considerations:

No additional funding is being requested and implementation of these ordinance
changes does not impact the General Fund.

Environmental Considerations:

Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines, this action does not
constitute a project and is therefore exempt from review.
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Policy Considerations:

The proposed revisions will serve to reduce workload and improve the speed of
issuance of driveway permits without compromising the intent of the driveway
ordinance.

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): None

Edward Williams
Manager, Development Engineering

Respectfully Submitted by: MM%

William Thomas
Director of Development Services

Respectfully Submitted by:

Recommendation Approved:

Do frilink

GUSTAVO F. VINA
Assistant City Manager
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Attachment B

DEPARTMENT OF CITY OF SACRANMENTO ADMINISTRATION,
PUBLIC WORKS . CIP PLANNING, &
CALIFORNIA SPECIAL PROJECTS

TRANSPORTATION AND O 09
ENGINEERING PLANNING DIVISION 958143670
PH 916-264-5707
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TO: Robert R. Jones, Senior Engineer FAX 016 2657183

. /7 ENGINEERING

. : : ey SERVICES

FROM: Kimland M. Yee, Associate Engmeer 77 ?’) 1251 1 RO TOCES
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SUBJECT: EXEMPTION TO CITY CODE SECTION 38. 13. 166 (d): GATE LOQ&‘;QZQI{“

This memorandum is to provide you the T ransporiatxon Planning & Entitlements staffi interpretation of Cxty

Code Section 38.13.166(d), On-Site Requirements:

No gates or other obstructions may be placed within twenty feet of public right-of-way on entrance
" driveways.

The intent of this code was to prevent gates from intruding into the right-of-way and vehicles from blocking
the street or sidewalk while waiting for the gates to open. Transportation Planning & Entitlements staff
recommend that security gates that comply with the following conditions be exempt from City Code
Section 38.13.166(d):

« Qates shall remain open during business hours.
+  Gates shall be designed that no portion of the gates will intrude into the public right-of-way. Sliding
or rolling type gates are recommended,

The above recommended exemption does not apply to any Building Permit or Fire Department requirements
or codes. Itis also recommended that the above conditions be included on the driveway permit.

If you have any questions, please call me at 5145,

KYes
KY2-01

¢: Fran Lee Halbakken, Supervising Engineer
Bill Nagel, Senior Engineer
Elaine Clarke, Fire Protection Engineer
Glenn Marshall, Associate Engineer
Steve Pyburn, Associate Engineer
Paul Favilla, Assistant Engineer
Danny Lee, Engineering Technician
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ORDINANCE NO.

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council
Date Adopted

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 18.08.010, 18.08.040, 18.08.050 AND
18.08.070 OF TITLE 18 OF THE SACRAMENTO CITY CODE RELATING TO
DRIVEWAY PERMITS

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO:

SECTION 1. Section 18.08.010 of the Sacramento City Code is amended to read as
follows:

18.08.010 Permit required—Definitions.

A. No person shall establish or maintain vehicular access from that portion of a
street used for vehicular travel to property without constructing a driveway.

B.  No person shall construct, repair, relocate or otherwise establish a driveway,
nor shall any person cause to be constructed, repaired, relocated or otherwise establish
a driveway without first obtaining a permit from the traffic engineer and paying the fee
required by this chapter for plans checking and inspection.

C. Forthe purposes of this chapter, “driveway” means the improved means of
vehicular access from that portion of a street used for vehicular travel to the adjacent
property including the portion of the sidewalk lying within said way or means of access.

D. No permit shall be required for standard single-family or two-family dwelling unit
driveways abutting roll curbs where no construction in public right-of-way is necessary;
provided that such exempt driveways may not be constructed in violation of Sections
18.08.040(A) or 18.08.050.

E. No permit shall be required for a driveway constructed as part of, or along with,
other improvements for which improvement plans showing such driveway are submitted
to the city for approval. In such case, the permit and permit fees for such driveway shall
be considered to be included with the fees collected for plan-check and inspection of
such other improvements. The construction of such driveway shall remain subject to all
other requirements of this chapter.

SECTION 2. Section 18.08.040 of the Sacramento City Code is hereby amended to
read as follows:

18.08.040 Prohibition.
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A. No permits for driveways will be issued by the traffic engineer or City Manager
designee and it is unlawful to construct a driveway:

1.  On vacant, undeveloped property where no immediate construction is expected
to take place.

Exception: This restriction shall not apply where the lot is used for agricultural
purposes and the construction of a driveway is reasonably required for such usage.

2. Within the radius of the corner at an intersection;

3. Within twenty (20) feet of another driveway, measured at the top of the curb or
future curb;

Exception: This restriction shall not apply to one-way pair of driveways or to single
family dwelling units as defined in Section 16.04.040.

4. Inturn lanes where any hazardous condition would be created;

5. Within the taper areas or next to on or off ramps where hazards would be
created;

6. Within ten (10) feet of a pedestrian ramp;

7. On any frontage where the abutting property has no right of access;

8. Across a parcel other than that being served by the driveway;

9.  Within ten (10) feet of a property line between two contiguous properties
measured at the top of the curb or future curb, on frontages greater than one hundred
fifty (150) feet;

10. Other locations where the city traffic engineer of City Manager designee may
determine, by established engineering standards, that a hazard would be created if a

driveway is installed;

B. The traffic engineer may grant variances from these requirements for lots of
unusual size, shapes or location.

SECTION 3. Section 18.08.050 of the Sacramento City Code is hereby amended to
read as follows:

18.08.050 Maximum/minimum width and length.
A. For residential driveways serving one or two family dwellings with a maximum

two-car parking area, the minimum driveway width shall be ten (10) feet; the maximum
driveway width to serve a single-car parking space shall be fourteen (14) feet; and the



Amend City Code Chapter 18.08 Relating to Driveway Permits September 19, 2006

maximum for a two-car parking space shall be twenty-two (22) feet. Except as provided
below, driveways shall have minimum twenty (20) foot length behind the property line.

Exceptions:

1.  For single-family and two-family units on lots of three thousand two hundred
(3,200) square feet or less located in the central city, the minimum driveway length shall
be eighteen (18) feet behind the property line, provided that if the driveway accesses an
enclosed garage, the garage shall be equipped with a roll-up garage door and
automatic garage door opener.

2. If access to the garage is provided via the side yard, and the garage is located
less than six feet from the property line, a driveway of six feet or less may be provided,
with approval of the development services director or his or her designee.

B. For commercial driveways (including all driveways serving larger than two-car,
two-family dwelling units) the minimum and maximum driveway widths shall be as
follows:

1.  One-way entrance: minimum width sixteen (16) feet, maximum width twenty-
five (25) feet;

2.  One-way exit: minimum width sixteen (16) feet, maximum width twenty-five (25)
feet;

3. A one-way pair of driveways must be separated by ten (10) feet of full height
curb;

4. Two-way driveways: minimum twenty-four (24) foot width, maximum thirty-five
(35) foot width.

C. For industrial driveways serving large parcels where large numbers of highway
vehicles or other large vehicles are expected the minimum and maximum driveway
widths shall be as follows:

1.  One-way entrance: minimum width sixteen (16) feet, maximum width forty (40)
feet;

2. One-way exit: minimum width sixteen (16) feet, maximum width thirty-five (35)
feet;

3. A one-way pair of driveways must be separated by ten (10) feet of full height
curb;

4. Two-way driveways: minimum twenty-four (24) foot width, maximum forty-five
(45) foot width.
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D. Alldimensions in this section shall be based on the bottom width (or the flat
portion) of the driveway, measured at the curb where curbs are in place. Where curbs
are not in place, dimensions will be measured at the ditch or flow line, or seven feet
from the property line on the street side of the property line if no ditch and no curbs are
in place.

SECTION 4. Section 18.08.070 of the Sacramento City Code is hereby amended to
read as follows:

18.08.070 On-site requirements.

A. No commercial driveway or parking area will be designed to require a vehicle to
back into, or out of, public right-of-way, except on minor local streets where the size or
shape of the parcel is such that development would be precluded otherwise.

B. All driveways shall have an approach grade of not greater than four percent
within twenty (20) feet of public right-of-way. Provided that if the traffic engineer
determines that in a particular case special circumstances exist that make the
requirement of an approach grade of not greater than four percent impractical or
undesirable in the particular case, the traffic engineer may allow an approach grade of
not greater than ten percent within twenty (20) feet of public right-of-way.

C. Acceleration or deceleration lanes may be required on narrow or high speed
roads or for large shopping centers, industrial developments, or other large
developments if the traffic engineer determines a need exists.

D. No gates or other obstructions may be placed within twenty (20) feet of public
right-of-way on entrance driveways. Provided that gates may be placed within (20) feet
of public right-of-way on entrance driveways if the driveway permit includes the
following conditions:

1. Gates shall remain open during business hours; and

2. Gates shall be designed so that no portion of the gates will intrude into the
public right of way.

Adopted by the City of Sacramento City Council on by the following vote:
Ayes:

Noes:
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Abstain:

Absent:

MAYOR
Attest:

City Clerk
Passed for Publication:

Published:
Effective:
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