REPORT TO LAW &
LEGISLATION COMMITTEE
City of Sacramento
915 | Street, Sacramento, CA 95814-2671

STAFF REPORT
November 9, 2006

Honorable Members of the
Law and Legislation Committee

Title: Front Yard Landscaping Ordinance
Location/Council District: City-wide

Recommendation:

It is recommended that the Law and Legislation Committee review and approve the
attached ordinance amending Sacramento City Code Sections 17.68.010 A. to be
forwarded to City Planning Commission.

Contact: Max B. Fernandez, Code Enforcement Director, 808-7940
Ron O’Connor, Code Enforcement Manager, 808-8183

Presenters: Max B. Fernandez, Code Enforcement Director, 808-7940
Ron O’Connor, Code Enforcement Manager, 808-8183

Department: Code Enforcement
Division: Neighborhood Code Enforcement

Organization No: 4651

Description/Analysis

Issue: The regulation of landscape in residential setback areas was brought to
the attention of the Code Enforcement Department. Concerned residents,
including Sacramento gardeners, expressed the need for clarification and
possible amendments to the existing ordinance.

The proposed ordinance amendments allow only living vegetation as a primary
ground cover in the unpaved portion of the setback areas. No more than 20
percent of the landscape setback area may be devoted to the growing of
vegetables and/or fruit. This limitation does not apply to fruit trees which do not
exceed four feet in height. However, trees that exceed four feet in height shall be
allowed if the tree is maintained free of branches five feet above the finished
grade. Vehicles are not permitted to be parked in the setback areas.
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Policy Considerations: The proposed revision to the current ordinance will
allow greater flexibility in the planting of setback areas and clearer enforcement
of the ordinance.

Environmental Considerations: This report is not considered a project and
therefore has no potential for an effect on the environment as stated by the
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (Section 15061 (b) (3)).

Rationale for Recommendation: The proposed ordinance amendment will help
property owners and gardeners comply with City Code by being more flexible
while still achieving aesthetically pleasing landscapes.

Financial Considerations: This report has no fiscal implications at this time.

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): Not applicable.

Respectfully Submitted by:l/

Director of Code Enfaorgement

Recommendation Approved:

)

GUSTAVO F."VINA
Assistant City Manager
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BACKGROUND

The Code Enforcement Department was requested to draft an ordinance to amend
Sacramento City Code Chapter Section 17.68.010 A. Landscaping Requirements in
Setback Areas. This revision to the current ordinance will allow greater flexibility in the
planting of setback areas and clearer enforcement of the ordinance. The attached
ordinance amendment was drafted to better serve the City’s residents and gardeners.

The original amendment was presented to the Law and Legislation Committee on May
17, 2005. The committee directed staff to “tighten up” the current ordinance by adding
more strict guidelines that “discourages corn stalks in front yards.” The issue of
“overgrowth” and “under-maintained” front yards was also brought to staff’s attention.
The Law and Legislation Committee was advised that the current fire code is used to
obtain compliance with foliage overgrowth and the “jungle appearance” resulting from
under-maintained front yards.

Draft ordinances were presented to stakeholders for review in August 2005 and in June
2006. The newly revised ordinance reflects stakeholder's recommendations from both
meetings, maintains enforceability and complies with the direction of the Law and
Legislation Committee.

The Law and Legislation Committee directed staff to report back prior to forwarding the
proposed ordinance amendment to the Planning Commission for approval.
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ORDINANCE NO.

ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL

ON DATE OF

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 17.68.010 OF
TITLE 17 OF THE SACRAMENTO CITY CODE (THE
ZONING CODE) RELATING TO FRONT YARD

LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO:

SECTION 1.

Section 17.68.010 of Title 17 of the Sacramento City Code (the Zoning Code) is

amended as follows:

a. Subsection (A)(1) of section 17.68.010 is amended to read as follows:

A. Landscaping Requirements in Setback Areas.

1. Single-Family and Two-Family Residential—Front and Street Side.

a)

b)

Setback Area Paving Restrictions. A maximum of forty (40)
percent of the required front setback area may be paved for
off-street parking and driveways. An additional maximum of
ten (10) percent of the front setback area may be paved for
walkways or uncovered patio use. A maximum of forty (40)
percent of the required street side setback area may be
paved for off-street parking, driveways, walkways or
uncovered patio use; however, this requirement does not
apply to that portion of the street side yard located behind a
fence that is in compliance with the street side fence
requirements set forth in Chapter 17.76 of this title.

Landscape and Maintenance Requirements.
Notwithstanding subsection (A)(1)(a) of this section, the
remaining unpaved portion of the setback areas shall be
landscaped, irrigated and maintained. The landscape may
include grass, annuals, perennials, ground cover, shrubs,
trees, and any design elements such as planters, rocks,
mulch, or similar elements when integrated as part of the
landscape. However, only living vegetation may be used as
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d)

a primary ground cover; no cement, brick, artificial turf, or
other non-vegetative products such as plastic plants or
flowers may be used for this purpose. All landscaping
materials shall be mowed, trimmed, and/or maintained as
often as necessary to prevent overgrowth and blight. No
junk, debris, or other similar materials shall be stored in the
landscaped setback area.

Vegetable and Fruit Restrictions. No more than twenty (20)
percent of the landscape setback area may be devoted to
the growing of vegetables and/or fruit. This limitation shall
not apply to fruit trees. Fruit and/or vegetable plants shall
not exceed four (4) feet in height.

Height Restrictions for Landscaping Located in the Clear
Zone. All landscaping located within the clear zone for
driveways and corner lots, as set forth in Section 17.76.010
of this title, shall not exceed four (4) feet in height, except
that trees exceeding four (4) feet in height shall be allowed if
the tree is maintained free of branches five (5) feet above
the finished grade, as defined in Section 15.88.050 of this
Code.

Vehicle Parking Requirements. Vehicles, including but not
limited to automobiles, boats, campers, trailers, and other
recreational vehicles must be parked on a paved surface, as
provided for in Section 10.44.010 of this Code. Such
vehicles are not permitted to be parked within the
landscaped setback area.

b. Except as specifically amended by subsection (A)(1) above, the provisions of
section 17.68.010 shall remain unchanged and in full force and effect.
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ORDINANCE NO.

ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL

ON DATE OF

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 17.68.010 OF
TITLE 17 OF THE SACRAMENTO CITY CODE (THE
ZONING CODE) RELATING TO FRONT YARD

LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO:

SECTION 1.

Section 17.68.010 of Title 17 of the Sacramento City Code (the Zoning Code) is

amended as follows:

a. Subsection (A)(1) of section 17.68.010 is amended to read as follows:

A. Landscaping Requirements in Setback Areas.

1. Single-Family and Two-Family Residential—Front and Street Side.

a)

Setback Area Paving Restrictions. A maximum of forty (40)

b)

percent of the required front setback area may be paved for
off-street parking and driveways. An additional maximum of
ten (10) percent of the front setback area may be paved for
walkways or uncovered patio use. A maximum of forty (40)
percent of the required street side setback area may be
paved for off-street parking, driveways, walkways or
uncovered patio use; however, this requirement does not
apply to that portion of the street side yard located behind a
fence that is in compliance with the street side fence
requirements set forth in Chapter 17.76 of this title. The

Landscape and Maintenance Requirements.

Notwithstanding subsection (A)(1)(a) of this section, the
remaining unpaved portion of the setback areas shall be
landscaped, irrigated and maintained. with-primarilylow- The
landscape may include grass, annuals, perennials, ground
cover, shrubs, trees, and any design elements such as
planters, rocks, muich, or turf. Only similar elements when
integrated as part of the landscape. However, only living
vegetation may be used as a primary ground cover:;_no
cement, brick, artificial turf, or other non-vegetative products
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c)

such as plastic plants or flowers may be used for this
purpose. All landscaping materials shall be mowed, trimmed,

and/or _maintained as often as necessary to prevent

overgrowth and blight. No junk, debris, or other similar

materials shall be stored in the landscaped setback area.

Vegetable and Fruit Restrictions. No more than twenty (20)

d)

percent of the landscape setback area may be devoted to
the growing of vegetables and/or fruit. This limitation shall
not apply to fruit trees. Fruit and/or vegetable plants shall
not exceed four (4) feet in height.

Height Restrictions for Landscaping Located in the Clear

e)

Zone. All landscaping located within the clear zone for
driveways and corner lots, as set forth in Section 17.76.010
of this title, shall not exceed four (4) feet in height, except
that trees exceeding four (4) feet in height shall be allowed if
the tree is maintained free of branches five (5) feet above
the finished grade, as defined in Section 15.88.050 of this
Code.

Vehicle Parking Requirements. Vehicles, including but not

limited to automobiles, autes; boats, campers, trailers, and

other recreational vehicles,—are—not-permitted-tobeparked
within-the-landsecaped-setback-area-they must be parked on

a paved surface, as provided for in Section 10.44.010 of this
Code. Such vehicles are not permitted to be parked within
the landscaped setback area.

b. Except as specifically amended by subsection (A)(1) above, the provisions of

section 17.68.010 shall remain unchanged and in full force and effect.




