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REPORT TO COUNCIL
City of Sacramento

915 | Street, Sacramento, CA 95814-2604
www. CityofSacramento.org

Staff Report
April 21, 2009

Honorable Members of the
Law and Legislation Committee

Title: City’s Policy Position and Guiding Principals for State Legislation Related
to Water Resources

Location/Council District: City Wide

Recommendation: Approve the proposed City Policy on Water Resources and
direct staff to monitor, participate and respond to legislation on behalf of the City.

Contact: David L. Brent, Engineering Manager, 808-1420
Presenters: David L. Brent, Engineering Manager, 808-1420
Department: Department of Utilities

Description/Analysis
Issue:

The 2009 State Legislative session includes approximately fifty (50) bills addressing
statewide water resources issues. Proposed legislation covers matters as broad as
the implementation of the Delta Vision to narrowly defined spot bills on residential
plumbing. (See Attachment 2.) The City Manager's Office and the Department of
Utilities are coordinating closely with our legislative lobbyist to track these bills and
develop positions for City Council's consideration on those bills we believe are
important to the City's interest.

This report requests the Law and Legislation Committee’s concurrence on policy
positions related to water resources issues (see Attachment 3) to serve as staff's
guide in responding to proposed legislation as it makes it way through the process.

Policy Considerations:

The City of Sacramento has a vital interest in protecting the public water resources
that serve the City, the region and the state. The preservation and restoration of
the ecosystem of the Delta and its tributaries and the reliability of water supply in the
State are equally important. The City must be included as a stakeholder in the
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development of water resources legislation to assure that its water rights and land
use authority are maintained.

Environmental Considerations:
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):

Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines, continuing
administrative activities do not constitute a project and are therefore exempt from
review.

Sustainability Considerations: None.

Commission/Committee Action: None.

Rationale for Recommendation: The existing and proposed legislative initiatives
are fluid and ever changing until approved. It is important that the City have the
ability to comment on legislative issues quickly with the support of City Council.
City staff is requesting that the Law and Legislation Committee approve general
policies that will focus staff’s direction in responding to critical legislation.

Financial Considerations: Many of the proposed bills will have financial
implications to the City. The exact financial impact will not be known until legislation
is adopted.

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): None.

Respectfully Submitted by:@,@ %ﬁ—'
/ | ——

David L. Brent
Engineering Manager

Approved by: Pl %’\/_\

Marty Hanneman
ACM/Director of Utilities

Recommendation Approved:

L A i—

é’“ Ray Kerridge
City Manager
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Attachment 1
Background:

On February 17, 2009, the City Council approved the City’s 2009 State and Legislative
Platform. Contained within that platform were the specific water resources related
subjects of Delta Vision, water meters, water conservation and reclaimed water.

As the State’s 2009 legislative agenda has unfolded and the statewide drought has
continued, the legislature is putting a strong emphasis on the State’s water crisis and
challenges. This focus on water resources and supplies brings with it many issues that
may benefit or adversely impact the City. It will be important for the City to proactively
engage in the process to assure the City’s interests are protected. Legislation dealing
with the following topics will be important for Sacramento to follow and engage in as
stakeholders:

¢ Delta Vision Strategic Plan and Bay Delta Conservation Plan

o Conveyance and Storage: Proposed legislation focuses on
modifications to the Delta to provide more reliable conveyance of
water out of the Delta. This may include diversion structures within
the Sacramento region.

o Governance: Discussion of a centralized government body to
oversee actions and activities that impact the Delta. Such a entity
could impact land use decisions within the Sacramento region.

o Finance: Legislation may include finance strategies including fees
charged to upstream diverters and dischargers to the Delta
watershed.

e Water Conservation

o Emphasis on “reasonable use” and 20% reductions. A one-size fits
all approach will severally impact Sacramento and the region.

o Funding may be available for water conservation measures such
as installation of water meters. This could benefit the City's water
meter retrofit program.
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e Water Rights

o Water rights are being seen from a different perspective due to the
increasing demands for water, the competition between water
users and the environment, and the drought. The City will need to
monitor this closely in order to protect its water rights.

e Water Quality

o Water quality within the Delta has been in steady decline for
decades. Arguments over what factors are primarily responsible
for this decline have persisted as long as the problem itself.
Increasing pressure is being put on “upstream” dischargers to
improve the water quality of their discharges beyond current federal
and state standards.

Staff is recommending that the Law and Legislation Committee approve the attached
Policy Statement (Attachment 3) and direct staff to monitor, engage and when
necessary, respond on behalf of the City as legislation moves its way through the
process.
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Attachment 2

WATER RESOURCES LEGISLATION - 2009
DEPARTMENT OF UTILITIES
REV : APRIL 9, 2009

April 21, 2009

TRACKING
BILL FOCUS AUTHOR DESCRIPTION
AB 13 | Delta Salas Delta conservancy oversight
AB 25 | Storage Gilmore
AB 28 | Natural Gas Pumps Jeffries
AB 39 | Delta Implementation | Hufffman Implement delta vision strategic plan
AB 49 | Conservation Feuer / Huffman | 20% per capita reduction by 2020
Water Supply
AB 55 | Assessment Jeffries
Reservoir Recreation
AB 80 [ Use Blakeslee
AB | 300 [ Conservation Saldana Developer identifies water savings measures
AB | 408 | Water Planning Saldana
Salt Nutrient
AB | 410 | Management De La Torre
Joint Powers PUC agencies enter into a JPA with other water
AB | 419 [ Authority Caballero agencies
Delta Recycled
AB 450 | Water DelLaTorre Declares recycled water benefits the Delta
AB 474 | Conservation Blumenfield
AB | 626 | IRWMP Eng
Lead in Water/
AB 629 [ Schools Krekorian
AB 642 | Delta Governance Huber
AB | 687 | Delta Salas Findings and declaration for DV and BDCP
Water system public notification non compliance with
AB | 737 | Water A-ES&TM drinking water stnds
AB | 804 | Quagga Mussles Hall
AB 853 | Small Water Systems | Arambula
Public Agency / Priv.
AB 878 | Fin. Caballero
AB 900 | Water DelLeon Statement of water diversions and use
Wastewater
AB | 916 | Treatment Logue Establish standards for wastewater treatment
AB 969 | Recycled Water Calderon Recycled water - establish goal for 2020
114
AB 1 Waste Management | Calderon Waste management
106 | Conservation/ Effic.
AB 1 Landscape Lieu Compliance w/modern landscape ordinances
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116
AB 5 Delta Berryhill Amend law on Delta levee maintenance
118 (similar to SB 456) Establish funding for reliable water
AB 7 Water Funding Hufffman supply
122
AB 1 Water Nielsen
136
AB 5 Water / Flood Control | Berryhill Water shed protection, flood control, development
136
AB 6 Sewer Salinity Fever Regulate salinity inputs into sewer system
140
AB 8 Conservation Krekorian Conservation mitigation fund for new developments
146
AB 5 Water Planning Hill Urban water management planning
ACA | 12 | Water Rights Logue Area of origin water
Delta governance, conservation, water quality flood
SB 12 | Delta Simitian control, funding
Establish a five member panel to oversee Bay Delta/
SB 229 | Delta Governance Pavley Establish fees
Demand
SB | 261 | Management Dutton Principles for water conservation
SB 301 | Delta Ecosystem Florez Water supply reliability and ecosystem recovery
Water Quality / NPDES permitee watershed improv. Charge fees on
SB 310 | Stormwater Ducheny activities that pollute
SB | 371 | Water Bond Cogdill $9.8 Billion
SB | 407 | Conservation Padilla Water agencies enact ordinances for plumbing retrofit
$9.8 Billion. Establish funding for reliable water
SB | 456 | Water Bond Wolk supply
SB 457 | Delta Wolk Create Delta Stewardship Council
SB 458 | Delta Wolk Delta monitoring
Reduce urban per capita water use. 20% per capita
SB | 460 | Conservation Wolk by 2020
SB 493 | Conservation Maldonado Enact legislation to promote conservation
Amend water code 2525 - statutory stream
SB | 681 | Stream Adjudication Pavley adjudication
SB | 735 | Water Bond Steinberg $9.8 Billion
SB 736 | Water Consumption Pavley Establishes fees and a water consumption fund
SB | 808 | Delta Diversion Wolk Directs SWRCB to study impacts from Delta diversion
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Attachment 3

City of Sacramento’s Policy
on
Water Resources
2009

Position Statement:

The City of Sacramento recognizes the economic and environmental importance of the
Delta and strongly supports efforts to restore and protect the ecosystem and improve
statewide water supply reliability.

From a broader perspective, the City believes that a renewed emphasis on stewardship
of water resources should be a statewide priority.

The City supports principals that:

e protect and restore environmental resources;

e improve and maintain Central Valley flood control systems;

e recognize regional climate and hydrologic differences relative to water rights and
water conservation;

e embrace regional self-sufficiency and do not advocate a one size fits all
approach; and

e require beneficiaries to fund improvements and long term operational costs.

Policies:

The City’s water rights and entitlements and the biological resources of the American
and Sacramento Rivers should be maintained and protected. (Co-equal goals at the
regional level)

It is important that the City and other Sacramento area jurisdictions maintain local
control and the right to provide the highest quality water supply at the most reasonable
cost to their customers.

The City intends to foster, implement and maintain a strong water conservation ethic.
Its water conservation programs should be a model for the region and result in
significant reductions in per capita water consumption.

e Acceleration of the Water Meter Retrofit program would allow the City to better
monitor and achieve significant water conservation.

e Meter retrofits provide a significant benefit to downstream users and regions that
export water from the Delta.

The solutions to the State’s water reliability challenges should not in any way offset
efforts to achieve and maintain urban levels of flood protection for the Sacramento
region.
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The City supports the concept that all costs should be allocated in proportion to the
benefits received (i.e., the beneficiary pays concept).

e The capital and O&M costs for wastewater and/or stormwater discharge
improvements providing benefit to downstream users and water exporters should
be proportionately funded by the beneficiaries.

e Any new discharge limitations or standards must be based on sound science and
economically practical.



