
REPORT TO LAW & 
LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 

City of Sacramento 
915 I Street, Sacramento, CA 95814-2671 

 

 
STAFF REPORT 

January 18, 2011 

Honorable Members of the 
Law and Legislation Committee 
 
Title:    An ordinance establishing the Swanston Station Design Review District and 
amending the boundaries of the North Sacramento Design Review District. 

Location/Council District:  Area in North Sacramento, west of Business 80 roughly 
bounded by the Western Pacific Railroad, Traction Avenue, Eleanor Avenue, Del Paso 
Boulevard, Auburn Boulevard, El Camino Avenue, Business 80, Arden Way, and the 
Southern Pacific Railroad; Council Districts 2 and 3. 

Recommendation: Approve and recommend to City Council an ordinance  Establishing 
the Swanston Station Design Review District and the Amending the North Sacramento 
Design Review District boundaries. 

Contacts: Luis Sanchez, Senior Architect, Community Development Department, 
(916) 808-5957; Fedolia “Sparky” Harris, Senior Planner, Department of 
Transportation (916) 808-2996 

Presenters:  Fedolia “Sparky” Harris, Senior Planner 

Department:  Community Development 

Division: Current Planning 

Organization No:  21000 

Description/Analysis 

Issue: The Swanston Station Transit Village Specific Plan (Specific Plan) is 
being prepared for public hearing.  The Specific Plan includes design guidelines 
to guide development within the Specific Plan area.  The boundaries of the 
Specific Plan overlap with the boundaries of the existing North Sacramento 
Design Review District, which has an existing set of design guidelines.  Staff is 
proposing that a new Swanston Station Design Review District be created to 
include the entire Specific Plan area, and that the boundaries of the existing 
North Sacramento Design Review District be amended to remove the area that 
will overlap the new design review district. 
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Council action following a public hearing is required to establish the Swanston 
Station Design Review District and to amend the existing North Sacramento 
Design Review district according to section 17.132.160(B)(3) of the City Code. 

Policy Considerations: The recommended actions further the 2030 General 
Plan goal to require excellence in the design of the City’s form and structure 
through development standards and clear design direction.  The recommended 
actions are also necessary to promote an appropriate regulatory environment 
and streamline the entitlement process. 
 
Environmental Considerations: 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):    Approval of the 
resolution initiating establishment of a new or the amendment to an 
existing design review district is not a project under CEQA in that it will not 
result in a direct or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change to 
the environment.  Adoption of the resolution will only commence an 
administrative process.  The City has prepared an EIR for the Specific 
Plan and adoption of the design review district ordinance would be 
included as part of the actions to adopt the Specific Plan.   

Sustainability Considerations:  None 

Other:   None 

Commission/Committee Action:  On April 1, 2010, City Council adopted 
Resolution 2010-171 initiating the establishment of the Swanston Station Design 
Review District and amending the North Sacramento Design Review District 
boundary according to section 17.132(B) of the City Code.  On April 21, 2010, 
following a noticed public hearing, the Design Commission approved a motion 
recommending the establishment of the Swanston Station Design Review District 
and amendment to the North Sacramento Design Review District boundaries. 

Rationale for Recommendation: Design guidelines help protect and enhance 
the appearance and promote quality development of public and private property.  
Inclusion of property in a design review district imposes the requirement for 
formal design review by staff, the Design Director, or the Design Commission, 
depending on the type and size of the project.    

In 2005, the City commenced preparation of a Specific Plan for the Swanston 
Station Transit Village Area.  As part of the Specific Plan, design guidelines were 
developed for mixed use projects in this transit village plan area.  The Specific 
Plan area overlaps with the established North Sacramento Design Review 
District in the area roughly bounded by El Camino Avenue, Arden Way, 
Beaumont Street, and the light rail tracks. 

By amending the boundaries of the North Sacramento Design Review District to 
eliminate this overlap and, simultaneously, establish a new Swanston Station 



Swanston Station Design Review District January 18, 2011 

Design Review District for the area covered by the Specific Plan, staff is 
attempting to prevent any confusion as to the design guidelines that should be 
applied for future development applications in the area. The establishment of the 
new district also streamlines the development process by incorporating the 
Specific Plan design guidelines into the formal design review process. 

Financial Considerations: None as a result of this action. 

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): Not Applicable 

Respectfully Submitted by: ~~ ___ -'--~~ ___ _ 
David Kwong 

anning Manager 

Approved by: ~ w-~ lo~ 
Max Fernandez 

Director of Community Development Department 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2010 -____ 

 
Adopted by the Sacramento City Council 

 
 
 

ESTABLISHING THE SWANSTON STATION DESIGN REVIEW DISTRICT AND 
AMENDING THE BOUNDARIES OF THE  

NORTH SACRAMENTO DESIGN REVIEW DISTRICT  
 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO: 
 
Section 1. The Swanston Station Design Review District is hereby established pursuant 
to section 17.132.160 of Title 17 of the Sacramento City Code (the Zoning Code). The 
boundary of the Swanston Station Design Review District is depicted in Exhibit 1, which 
is attached and incorporated herein by this reference.  The design guidelines applicable 
to the Swanston Station Design Review District are set out in the Swanston Station 
Design Guidelines, which are a part of the Swanton Station Specific Plan and are to be 
adopted by resolution concurrently with the adoption of this ordinance, and as they may 
be amended from time to time.         
 
Section 2. The boundary of the North Sacramento Design Review District is hereby 
amended to exclude all areas within the boundary of the Swanston Station Design 
Review District, as depicted in Exhibit 2, which is attached and incorporated herein by 
this reference.  The design guidelines applicable to the North Sacramento Design 
Review District as amended are the existing North Sacramento Design Guidelines, and 
as they may be amended from time to time.         
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Exhibit 1 
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Exhibit 2 

 

North Sacramento Design Review District 
Revised Boundaries 
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