
 

 
 
 

 
 

Discussion Calendar 
September 04, 2012 

 
Honorable Chair and Members of 
The Personnel and Public Employees Committee 
 
Title:  Review of Applications and Conduct Interviews for Utilities Rate Advisory 

Commission 
 
Location/Council District: (Citywide) 
 
Recommendation:  Conduct Interviews and continue to next meeting for consideration 

 
Contact:  Katia Ligaiviu, Deputy City Clerk, (916) 808-7604, Office of the City Clerk; 
Erin Treadwell, Program Specialist, (916) 808-4934, Department of Utilities 
 
Presenters:   None 
Department:   City Clerk’s Office / Department of Utilities 
Division:   N/A 
Organization No:  04001011  
 
Description/Analysis  

Issue:   Review applications and/or conduct interviews to identify the most qualified 
candidates to nominate and forward to the Mayor for appointment.   
 
Policy Considerations:  None. 
 
Environmental Considerations:  None.  
 
Commission/Committee Action:  None. 

 
Rational for Recommendation: To review applications to identify the most qualified 
individuals for nomination to the Mayor for appointment to the City’s various advisory 
boards. 

Financial Considerations:  None.
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Consideration Applicants to City Advisory Boards September 04, 2012 
 
 

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): None.  

 

Respectfully Submitted by:_________________________ 
Katia Ligaiviu, 

Deputy City Clerk 
Recommendation Approved:  
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Stephanie Mizuno, 
Assistant City Clerk 
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Consideration Applicants to City Advisory Boards September 04, 2012 
 

 
ATTACHMENT 1 

 
Background: 
 
The following applicants are under consideration for positions on city boards and 
commissions. 

 

Board/Commission: Utilities Rate Advisory Commission 

Available Positions: Four (4) 

Category Description(s): Category A: Members shall possess expertise or have demonstrated 
leadership in one or more of the following areas: accounting, auditing, 
construction management, engineering, finance, law, sewage collection & 
treatment, solid waste collection and disposal, storm water collection and 
conveyance, water quality or water supply and distribution – (3 seats) 

Category B: Public-at-large, not required to meet the qualifications 
specified in Category A above (1 seat) 
 
Both A & B must qualify under any of following customer category: 

• Single family residential customer 
• Multiple family residential customer 
• Commercial customer 
• Industrial customer 

 
Status of Incumbents: Category A: Douglas Brown 

                     Scott Brown 
                     Carolyn Veal-Hunter 
All eligible to re-apply and all their applications attached 

Category B:  Jeff Donlevy - Resigned 

 

Residency Requirement(s): City Residency is Required 

 

No. Applicant Name District Category Comments 
 

Attendance 

1 Christopher Butcher 4 A  Out of state/Statement 
Attached 

2 Douglas Brown 3 A Incumbent Confirmed 
3 Scott Brown 4 A Incumbent Confirmed 
4 Carolyn Veal-Hunter 7 A Incumbent Out of town/Statement 

Attached 
 

No. Applicant Name District Category Comments 
 

Attendance 

1 Carolyn Veal-Hunter 7 B  Out of town/Statement 
Attached 

      
 



                                       OFFICIAL RECORD OF MEETING ATTENDANCE 2012

Board: Utilities Rate Advisory Commission

Contact Name: Holly Charlety Contact Phone: 808-7605
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Seat CAN CAN CAN CAN CAN

Steven Archibald 1 Y Y C C Y C C C

Douglas Brown 2 Y-AL Y C C Y C C C

Karen McBride 3 Y Y C C A-Ex C C C

Scott Brown 4 Y Y C C Y C C C

Carolyn Veal-Hunter 5 Y-AL/LE Y-AL C C Y C C C

Jeff Donlevy 6 Y Y C C Y C C C

Kevin Schubert 7 Y Y C C Y C C C

# of Seats Filled
Quorum

Meeting Types: Attendance Types: Meeting Schedule (check one):
Regular Meeting = R Present = Y Vacant  = V - Meets More Than Monthly

Special Meeting = S Absent/Unexecused = A-Un "-" = Seat Occupied by Prior Member - Meets Monthly
Absent/Excused = A-Ex Cancelled = C - Meets Quarterly

For members who arrive late or leave early note as: AL [Arrived Late] or - Meets Annually
LE [Left Early] after "Y-".  For Example Y-AL or Y-LE or Y-AL/LE



Christopher J. Butcher 
 S Street, Unit A 

Sacramento, CA 95811 
 
August 28, 2012 
 
Dear Personnel & Public Employees Committee Members: 
 
My name is Christopher Butcher.  I am a candidate for a Category A-2 Position on the Utilities 
Rate Advisory Commission.  I qualify as a Category A-2 candidate because I am an attorney that 
practices in relevant areas of law and own a multi-residential property in South Side Park.   
 
I will unfortunately be out of the state on September 4, 2012, and, therefore, cannot participate in 
the Personnel & Public Employees Committee interview in person. Due to my unavailability, 
Deputy City Clerk, Katia Ligaiviu, requested that I provide the following information: (1) “Why 
are you interested in serving on this Commission?”; and (2) “Briefly describe the knowledge and 
experience that qualify you for this Commission.”  Please find my responses below: 
 
(1) Why are you interested in serving on this Commission? 
 
My practice as an attorney has always included a strong commitment to improving the 
community through pro bono work.  In this capacity I have assisted a variety of organizations in 
Sacramento including the Sacramento Food Bank, Sacramento Loaves & Fishes, Wind Youth 
Services, and the Avondale Glen Elder Neighborhood Association.  I am interested in expanding 
my civic contribution to encompass roles outside the traditional practice of law.  I believe I am a 
strong candidate for the Utilities Rate Advisory Commission because, as discussed in further 
detail below, my legal practice encompasses issues associated with public fees and taxes as well 
as utility operations.  I am also the owner of a multi-residential property in South Side Park and 
have conducted research into the City's utility rate structures in this capacity as well. 
 
(2) Briefly describe the knowledge and experience that qualify you for this Commission.  
 
I am a land use and environmental attorney.  In this capacity, I have represented municipal water 
districts and other public entities faced with addressing the challenge of keeping utility service 
rates affordable for their customers while both meeting demand and implementing 
programs/projects to reduce the environmental impacts associated with operations.  Additionally, 
during my practice I have learned how utility service rates are not only a product of demand but 
also a tool to manage demand through the use of strategies such as structured rate systems.  As a 
new member of the Commission, I undoubtedly would have a lot to learn and I am excited by the 
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challenge.  At the same time, I believe my legal background and experience as an attorney 
practicing in areas relevant to the work of the Commission will enable me to instantly contribute. 
 
If you have any additional question please do not hesitate to contact me at 

  While I will be back east during the week of 
September 4, 2012, I am reachable both by email and phone throughout the week. 
 
Thank you again for this opportunity, 
 
s/ Christopher J. Butcher 
 
Christopher J. Butcher 
 
 

























TO:  Personnel & Public Employees Committee  
 

   
 
RE:  Appointment to Utilities Ratepayer Advisory Commission  
 
DATE:  August 27, 2012 
 
I am sorry that I am unable to be present this afternoon to express my interest in continuing to 
serve on the City of Sacramento Utilities Ratepayer Advisory Commission.  September 3 – 6, 2012, 
I will be out of town on a previously scheduled vacation.  Please give my application the utmost 
consideration as I have a strong desire to continue to serve in this capacity. 

 
∙        Why are you interested in serving on this Commission? 
 

I am interested in continuing to serve on the City of Sacramento’s Utility Rate Advisory 
Commission.  I have enjoyed serving on the Commission for the past couple of years and desire to 
continue to serve.  Most recently we were engaged in making recommendations to the City 
Council in regards to proposed rate increases.  The commission spent extensive time reviewing 
historical charts of costs and prior rates.  After months of review and consideration, the 
Commissions was able to make a sound recommendation to the City Council and also recommend 
the establishment of a low income assistance program, which we were very proud to have done.   
 
We have also been considering other issues such as the green waste container program and 
Measure A and overall Budget issues facing the Department of Utilities that must have continued 
discussion.   
 
It is this sort of work that I desire to continue to be a part of and would welcome reappointment 
to the City of Sacramento Utilities Rate Advisory Commission.   

 
∙        Briefly describe the knowledge and experience that qualify you for this commission 

 
As a prior consultant to the California State Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee, (from 
1987 –  1990 and 1998 – 2000) I have been involved in drafting, analyzing and monitoring several 
legislative initiatives that impact the utilities programs throughout the state of California in 
general and in the City of Sacramento, in particular. 
 
Also, as staff to the California State Assembly, I was involved in staffing several significant pieces of 
legislation aimed at assisting low income utility customers, ensuring a dedicated funding source 
for California’s largest utilities’ energy and conservation activities, public interest research and 
development, and the operation and development of existing, new and emerging renewable 
energy resources.  I have continued to be engaged in the policies aimed at reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions.    
 
Based on my skill sets as outlined above, I believe that I have significant legal, policy and practical 
experience that will be essential to the City of Sacramento as they navigate the numerous issues 
facing the Department of Utilities.   
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