REPORT TO COUNCIL 6
City of Sacramento

915 | Street, Sacramento, CA 95814-2604
www. CityofSacramento.org

CONSENT
August 29, 2006

Honorable Mayor and
Members of the City Council

Title: Agreement: Joint Powers Agreement Creating the Central Sacramento
Groundwater Authority (CSGA)

Location/Council District: The area of the City south of the American River and Council
Districts 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8.

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution 1) approving the Joint Powers Agreement Creating
the Central Sacramento Groundwater Authority, 2) appointing the Representatives to the
Authority Governing Board.

Contact: Gary A. Reents, Utilities Director, (916} 808-1433; Mel Johnson, Consuitant,
(916) 808-1469

Presenters: Not applicable
Department: Ulilities
Division: Administration
Organization No: 3311
Description/Analysis

Issue: Execution of a Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) to establish a groundwater
management authority for the central groundwater basin of Sacramento County.
Parties to the JPA are the cities of Sacramento, Elk Grove, Folsom, Rancho Cordova
and Sacramento County. The purpose of the agency will include managing the use of
groundwater in the central basin and facilitating implementation of an appropriate
conjunctive use program by water purveyors.

Policy Considerations: Executing a JPA establishing the Central Sacramento
Groundwater Authority is consistent with the City's support of the Water Forum
Agreement and its groundwater management element.

Environmental Consideration: The County of Sacramento, the lead agency for
environmental review of this action, has determined that approval of the Joint Powers
Agreement is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) according
to Section 15320 of the CEQA Guidelines (changes in organization of local agencies).
The City’s Environmental Planning Services concurs with this finding.

Rationale for Recommendation: The establishment of the CSGA is an important
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step in the implementation of the Water Forum Agreement and its groundwater
management element. The City is a signatory to the JPA that formed a groundwater
management authority north of the American River (the Sacramento Groundwater
Authority) and the formation of the CSGA will complete the establishment of
groundwater management authority for the entire County, north of the Consumnes
River. Implementation of an appropriate conjunctive use program in the CSGA area
will benefit the City, by utilizing the City's surface water supply facilities to make
surface water available to this area.

Financial Considerations: The proposed annual operating budget for the CSGA is
approximately $280,000. The City’s contribution will be $10,000 annually and this amount
cannot increase without the approval of the City representative. Funds are available in the
Water Fund for payment of this amount.

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): No goods or services are being
purchased as a result of this agreement.

Approved by KMM

Gary A. Reents, Utilities Director

Recommendation Approved:

It P

Ray Kerridge
City Manager
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Attachment 1
Background

In April 2000, the City signed the Water Forum Agreement. The Agreement had two coequal
objectives: to provide a reliable and safe water supply through 2030 and to preserve the
fishery, wildlife, recreational and aesthetic values of the lower American River.

The Central Sacramento County Groundwater Forum (CSCGF) was initiated in 2002 to carry
out a portion of the Water Forum's mission to develop mutually agreed upon
recommendations intended to protect the health and viability of the Central Sacramento
County Groundwater Basin for both current and future users. The portion of the City south of
the American River is within this basin, however, the City uses almost no groundwater in this
area.

The CSCGF consisted of representatives of stakeholder interests in the central county area,
including ranchers and farmers, businesses, community and environmental interests, water
suppliers and agricultural/residential groundwater users and local governments and agencies.
Specifically, the stakeholders were to develop a groundwater management plan (GMP) for the
basin and make recommendations on how and by whom the basin should be managed and
the GMP implemented.

Following thirteen months of careful review and analysis of technical data, representatives of
each of the interest groups participating in the CSCGF approved a Central Sacramento
County Groundwater Management Plan in February 2006.

Stakeholders in the Groundwater Forum, having siudied and discussed all of the available
options, have recommended the use of a joint powers agreement which creates an
independent board of directors to manage the basin and implement the GMP. The parties to
the JPA are to be the cities of Sacramento, Elk Grove, Folsom, Rancho Cordova and
Sacramento County (the only entities which have the legal authority o manage the
groundwater basin). This is similar to what has been done in the north area of the county but
the JPA has been adapted to circumstances in the Central Basin with the Sacramento County
Water Agency acting as the administrating entity.
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Attachment 2
RESOLUTION NO.

Adopted by the Sacramento City Counci

JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT CREATING THE CENTRAL SACRAMENTO

GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY AND APPOINTING CITY REPRESENTATIVES TO THE

AUTHORITY GOVERNING BOARD

BACKGROUND

A
B.

In April 2000, the City signed the Water Forum Agreement.

The Central Sacramento County Groundwater Forum (CSCGF) was initiated in 2002 by
the Water Forum to, among other things, recommend a governance structure for the
central Sacramento County groundwater basin.

Stakeholders in the CSCGF have recommended the formation of a joint powers agency
to manage the basin. This agency, called the Central Sacramento Groundwater Authority
(CSGA), would be created by a Joint Powers Agreement between the cities of
Sacramento, Elk Grove, Folsom, Rancho Cordova and the County of Sacramento.

The proposed Joint Powers Agreement, which has been approved by the governing
bodies of the other parties, requires the City Council to appoint either a City Council
member or designated City employee as the City's representative on the CSGA governing
board, and also allows for the appointment of one or more alternate representatives.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Joint Powers Agreement creating the Central Sacramento Groundwater

Authority is hereby approved, and the City Manager is authorized to sign the
Agreement for the City.

Section 2. The City Manager, or such City employee as may be designated by the City

Manager, is hereby appointed as the City's representative on the Central
Sacramento Groundwater Authority governing board.

Section 3. The City Manager is authorized to appoint one or more alternate

representatives to the Central Sacramento Groundwater Authority governing
board.
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step in the implementation of the Water Forum Agreement and its groundwater
management element. The City is a signatory to the JPA that formed a groundwater
management authority north of the American River (the Sacramento Groundwater
Authority) and the formation of the CSGA will complete the establishment of
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surface water available to this area.
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Approved by: K#/?ﬂ/ﬁ:@‘

Gary A. Reents, Utilities Director

Recommendation Approved:

Ray Kerridge
City Manager
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