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with staff.  The officers respond to Council complaints, citizen complaints, as well as 
those noted by Solid Waste staff.  They also keep tabs on our ABNCU areas to ensure 
extra dumping does not occur, or that citizens are putting out discarded material earlier 
than the program allows.     
 
Solid Waste, in conjunction with the Streets Department has also placed numerous 
signs around the city in areas known for illegal dumping.  However, we have found that 
criminals often do not take the time to read the signs.   
 
The Division has also experimented with the use of hidden cameras.  We have learned 
through the process that camera placement is critical, as is the quality and resolution of 
the cameras.  For an effective video surveillance system to be put in place, this will 
require additional resources for the Division.   
 
Proposed Programs 
 
As we have learned from our own experiences, and those of other cities and counties 
combating similar problems, there are steps that we can take to help reduce the 
occurrences of illegal dumping. These additional steps could include programs such as 
stronger enforcement measures, vehicle impoundment, a comprehensive education 
program, free or additional bulking item pickups, hauler licensing, and surveillance 
cameras.  Details for each program are outlined below: 
 

• Hauler/Business Licensing 
Hauler licensing, which has been adopted by Sacramento County, would require all 
rubbish haulers within the City of Sacramento to obtain a permit.  Currently, the City has 
no such requirements.  This would also require a change in City Code, but it would arm 
staff with enforcement measures they presently don’t have.  These would include being 
able to identify a licensed hauler by window stickers or placards, allow for records 
inspections to verify dump fees/locations, and ensure accountability of the haulers thru 
records inspections.  Additionally, public relations campaigns would be utilized to drive 
home the message to citizens that they should only use licensed haulers for rubbish 
hauling.  Staff recommends that this option be pursued.  
 

• Free Monthly Dump 
The City’s ABNCU has been a successful program; however we are learning is that 
once a year pick-up may not be frequent enough for some citizens.  Many other cities 
offer two or three bulky item pick-ups per year, or offer to the citizens (with proper 
documentation) a free monthly dump at the local transfer station or landfill.  The free 
monthly dump has proven to be a successful program with other cities and counties and 
only ads in the cost of tip fees, not additional staff or equipment.  Staff recommends this 
option. 
 

• Education and Rewards 
Nearly every county and city has indicated that education of the public is a key 
component in reducing illegal dumping.  Staff is proposing a comprehensive education  
 
















































