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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Northeast Line Light Rail Stations Plan, which was initiated by the City of Sacramento in March of 
2006, is a 20-year plan that will guide improvements in a ½ mile-wide circle around the Globe, 
Arden/Del Paso, and Royal Oaks Light Rail Stations. The scope of the project encompasses the creation 
of an overall vision for these three stations, an analysis of existing opportunities and challenges, as well 
as urban design, and development guidelines that will improve and energize the surrounding area. The 
plan will also contain an infrastructure section that will ensure underground utilities are adequate for 
revitalization. 
 
MEETING FORMAT 
 
On April 17th, 2006, approximately 10 community members convened for the first of five Community 
Workshops for this project. The purpose of this workshop was to develop a community-supported vision 
for the Globe Station, while building upon previous studies and projects in the area. The workshop was 
held from 5:30 to 9:00 p.m. at the SETA Building, 925 Del Paso Blvd. The workshop also included an 
optional guided walking tour of the Globe station area from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
 
Brian Abbanat, the City of Sacramento’s Project Manager, opened the meeting and introduced the 
project. Sandy Sheedy, Sacramento City Councilmember, District 2, welcomed community members 
and encouraged people to think of creative solutions to the issues confronting the station. Daniel 
Iacofano of Moore Iacofano Goltsman (MIG) Inc. provided an overview of the agenda, project and 
planning process, and introduced the project team. 
 
Mukul Malhotra, MIG, began the meeting with a presentation of the preliminary assets, issues and 
opportunities, and urban design streetscape language. Mr. Iacofano then facilitated a discussion in 
which workshop participants provided feedback on the overall vision and goals for the station, key 
assets, primary issues and opportunities, and urban design considerations. Mr. Malhotra provided input 
to the discussion, graphically recorded the meeting and helped to answer questions. 
 
The feedback generated at this meeting will provide critical direction in the development and 
implementation of the Northeast Light Rail Line Stations Plan.  The following report summarizes the 
major input, findings and outcomes from discussions in this workshop and from written comments that 
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were submitted by attendees. The summary is organized into the following sections: 
 

I. Vision & Goals 

II. Assets 

III. Issues & Opportunities 

IV. Urban Design  

 
I. Vision & Goals 
 

 Continue the monthly Art Walk 
 Develop stronger pedestrian connections 
 Encourage efficient, higher intensity use 
 Ensure that development proceeds incrementally 
 Keep traffic local 
 Make a bold statement 
 Maximize future TOD development to create a gateway to North Sacramento and Del Paso 

Blvd. 
 Promote the split-use of parking facilities 
 Use Del Paso Blvd. as a connector street 

 
II. Assets 

 
Community  

 Distinct, “small-town” character of the area 
 Established, well-knit Woodlake Neighborhood helps to bind the community together 
 Long-term (15-20 years) and multi-generational residents create a strong residential base 

 
Connections 

 Easy access to major arterials streets and freeways 
 Numerous access points to the American River Parkway 
 Woodlake Neighborhood and trails along the American River Parkway are oriented towards 

pedestrian and joggers 
 
Neighborhood Amenities 

 Iceland (ice skating rink) 
 Light rail has served the area since 1987 
 Locally-owned businesses and distinctive architecture make Del Paso Blvd. a unique 

commercial district 
 
Other 

 Good balance of jobs and housing 
 Potential California Indian Heritage Museum along the American River Parkway 
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III. Issues & Opportunities 
 
Development Opportunities 

 Build upon the success of the SETA building; beautify the surrounding area 
 Consider three to four story mixed-use residential developments with ground floor retail 

and commercial space 
 Develop the site at the intersection of Arden Way and Colfax Rd. 
 Encourage infill housing projects by smaller-scale developers 
 Reclaim parking lot in front of the SETA building for a mixed-use development 
 Redevelop the Veteran Memorial Site: Retail on the ground floor with residential units above 

 
Neighborhood Amenities 

 Add a grocery store 
 Improve lighting; lower street lights 

 
Pedestrian Environment 

 Improve pedestrian crossings and sidewalks  
 Relocate poorly placed crosswalks 
 Use alleys as potential pedestrian connectors 

 
Land Use 

 Capitalize on Del Paso Blvd’s unique commercial district 
 Consider adding housing and retail uses at the station 
 Leverage job-supporting uses north of Del Paso Blvd. 

 
Traffic & Circulation 

 Improve access to the station 
 Increase traffic calming efforts 
 Initiate parking study 
 Minimize cut-through and fast-moving traffic 
 Relocate traffic signals 

  
Other 

 Add more amenities at the station, such as artwork and covered seating 
 Add more color at the station, such as trees and greenery 
 Consider paving alleys 
 Mitigate brownfields sites and reduce environmental contamination 
 Strengthen connections to the American River Parkway 
 Unite neighborhoods north and south of Del Paso Blvd. 

 
IV. Urban Design 
 
Character of Development 

 Incorporate building elements with design guidelines that capture the spirit of the 1930s Art 
Deco period 

 Three to four story mixed-use residential with ground-floor retail and/or commercial 
 Work with the Art Deco Society 
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Other 
 Create gateway features to the area 
 Make the station design more inviting and appealing 
 Utilize unique paving patterns 

 
NEXT STEPS 
 
The next Northeast Line Light Rail Stations Plan community workshop will be held on April 26, 2006 
from 5:30 – 9:00 p.m. at Fire Station 20, 300 Arden Way. The purpose of the meeting is to develop a 
vision for the Arden/Del Paso Station, while building upon previous studies and projects in the area. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Northeast Line Light Rail Stations Plan, which was initiated by the City of Sacramento in March of 
2006, is a 20-year plan that will guide improvements in a ½ mile-wide circle around the Globe, 
Arden/Del Paso, and Royal Oaks Light Rail Stations. The scope of the project encompasses the creation 
of an overall vision for these three stations, an analysis of existing opportunities and challenges, as well 
as urban design, and development guidelines that will improve and energize the surrounding area. The 
plan will also contain an infrastructure section that will ensure underground utilities are adequate for 
revitalization. 
 
MEETING FORMAT 
 
On April 26th, 2006, approximately 15 community members convened for the second of five 
community Workshops for this project. The purpose of the workshop was to develop a community-
supported vision for the Arden/Del Paso Station, while building upon previous studies and projects in 
the area. The workshop was held from 5:30 to 9:00 p.m. at Fire Station 20, 300 Arden Way. The 
workshop also included an optional guided walking tour of the Arden/Del Paso station area from 5:30 – 
6:30 p.m. 
 
Brian Abbanat, the City of Sacramento’s Project Manager, opened the meeting and introduced the 
project. Sandy Sheedy, Sacramento City Councilmember, District 2, welcomed community members 
and encouraged people to think of creative solutions to the issues confronting the station. Daniel 
Iacofano of Moore Iacofano Goltsman (MIG) Inc. provided an overview of the agenda, project and 
planning process, and introduced the project team. 
 
Mukul Malhotra, MIG, began the meeting with a presentation of the preliminary assets, issues and 
opportunities, and urban design streetscape language. Mr. Iacofano then facilitated a discussion in 
which workshop participants provided feedback on the overall vision and goals for the station, key 
assets, primary issues and opportunities, and urban design considerations. Mr. Malhotra provided input 
to the discussion, graphically recorded the meeting and helped to answer questions.  
 
The feedback generated at this meeting will provide critical direction in the development and 
implementation of the Northeast Light Rail Line Stations Plan.  The following report summarizes the 
major input, findings and outcomes from discussions in this workshop. The summary is organized into 

Northeast Line Light Rail Stations Plan                            1 
Workshop #2: Arden/Del Paso Station Area Visioning Workshop                    
April 26, 2006  



the following sections: 
 

I. Vision & Goals 

II. Assets 

III. Issues & Opportunities 

IV. Urban Design 

 
I. Vision & Goals 

 
 Encourage self-promotion and community participation 
 Focus on the artistic community to create a unique identity 
 Increase the self-esteem of neighboring communities 
 Leverage community organizations to market positive successes (PBID, Dixieanne, 

Sacramento Bee, Access Sacramento) 
 Use Woodlake Neighborhood as an anchor 

 
II. Assets 
 
Community  

 Dixieanne Neighborhood 
 Home-ownership, especially in the Woodlake Neighborhood, creates a valuable residential 

anchor 
 Significant community of long-term residents 
 Strong artistic community that provides a unique sense of identity 
 Well-established and stable community in the Woodlake Neighborhood 

 
Development Synergy 

 Perception of positive change and growth 
 
Location 

 Increased visibility by transit and Arden-Garden collector: potential to build something great 
 Potential gateway/node between Sacramento and Carmichael 

 
Supportive Financial and Social Institutions 

 Availability of development 
 Consistent image: community businesses 
 Nonprofit communities 
 Property and Business Improvement District (PBID) 
 SHRA financing/matching grants 

 
III. Issues & Opportunities 
 
Development  

 Create one interdisciplinary approval process 
 Encourage fun destinations, including entertainment and restaurants 

 
Natural Environment 

 Preserve drainage streams and channels   
 Protect area wildlife 
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Neighborhood Amenities 

 Change/improve old infrastructure 
 Increase the number of services for transit users and local neighborhood residents, e.g. grocery 

store, servicing station, neighborhood-serving retail (shoe repair, restaurants, barber shops) 
 Offer more children-serving amenities 

 
Pedestrian Environment 

 Develop pedestrian connections from the station across Arden Way and Del Paso Blvd. 
 Improve pedestrian access to the station 
 Improve sidewalks 

 
Image & Safety 

 Reduce or eliminate the prominence of overhead utilities 
 Reduce loitering, crime, gang activity  

 
Traffic & Circulation 

 Add: 
 Pedestrian bulbouts 
 Bus lanes 
 Bicycle lanes 

 Bring back historic, local trolleys – into areas outside of the station too 
 Create an off-street parking strategy 
 Orient Arden Way & Del Paso Blvd. intersection more towards pedestrian uses 
 Reduce dominance of automobile traffic 
 Slow east-west cross-city traffic 

 
IV. Urban Design 
 
Design Approach 

 Add more station amenities: 
 Restrooms  
 Retail services (coffee, food) 

 Blend in layers of history 
 Celebrate the area’s unique art deco/art moderne architecture 
 Create a station with a sense of identity and design 
 Emphasize the area’s tree-lined streets 
 Encourage historic preservation and education 
 Ensure that the fire department building stays in character and well-maintained 
 Improve design of the Arden/Del Paso transfer station 
 Police substation 
 Provide/design for needs of seniors 

 
Development Approach 

 Build up  
 Capture commuter market 
 Encourage infill development with multi-use buildings 
 Look to other cities for examples: Central Windsor Core, Central Petaluma, Roseville 
 Support local business development 
 Support shops on Del Paso Blvd. 
 Utilize and protect historic resources 
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NEXT STEPS 
 
The next Northeast Line Light Rail Stations Plan community workshop will be held on May 8, 2006 from 
5:30 – 9:00 p.m. at the Woodlake Elementary School, 700 Southgate Road. The purpose of the meeting 
is to develop a vision for Royal Oaks Station. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Northeast Line Light Rail Stations Plan, which was initiated by the City of Sacramento in March of 
2006, is a 20-year plan that will guide improvements in a ½ mile-wide circle around the Globe, 
Arden/Del Paso, and Royal Oaks Light Rail Stations. The scope of the project encompasses the creation 
of an overall vision for these three stations, an analysis of existing opportunities and challenges, as well 
as urban design, and development guidelines that will improve and energize the surrounding area. The 
plan will also contain an infrastructure section that will ensure underground utilities are adequate for 
revitalization. 
 
MEETING FORMAT 
 
On May 8th, 2006, approximately 10 community members convened for the third of five Community 
Workshops for this project. The purpose of this workshop was to develop a community-supported vision 
for the Royal Oaks Station, while building upon previous studies and projects in the area. The workshop 
was held from 5:30 to 9:00 p.m. at the Woodlake Elementary School, 700 Southgate Rd. The workshop 
also included an optional guided walking tour of the Royal Oaks station area from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
 
Brian Abbanat, the City of Sacramento’s Project Manager, opened the meeting and introduced the 
project. Sandy Sheedy, Sacramento City Councilmember, District 2, welcomed community members 
and encouraged people to think of creative solutions to the issues confronting the station. Daniel 
Iacofano of Moore Iacofano Goltsman (MIG) Inc. provided an overview of the agenda, project and 
planning process, and introduced the project team. 
 
Mukul Malhotra, MIG, began the meeting with a presentation of the preliminary assets, issues and 
opportunities, and urban design streetscape language. Mr. Iacofano then facilitated a discussion in 
which workshop participants provided feedback on the overall vision and goals for the station, key 
assets, primary issues and opportunities, and urban design considerations. Mr. Malhotra provided 
input to the discussion, graphically recorded the meeting and helped to answer questions. 
 
The feedback generated at this meeting will provide critical direction in the development and 
implementation of the Northeast Light Rail Line Stations Plan.  The following report summarizes the 
major input, findings and outcomes from discussions in this workshop and from written comments that 
were submitted by attendees. The summary is organized into the following sections: 
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I. Vision & Goals 

II. Assets 

III. Issues & Opportunities 

IV. Urban Design 

 
I. Vision & Goals 
 

 Develop stronger connections 
 Emphasize mixed-use development 
 Keep housing affordable for families 

 
II. Assets 

 
 Easy access to major arterials streets and freeways 
 Proximity to downtown 

 
III. Issues & Opportunities 
 
Development Opportunities 

 Create a mix of retail and housing development 
 Evaluate market demand for office space in the area 
 Leverage vacant parcels/infill sites 
 Use the Lumberjack site as a catalyst for additional development 

 Housing on the south side of the site 
 Commercial uses along Arden Way 

Land Use 
 Eliminate industrial uses and used car lots around Royal Oaks Station 
 Minimize the unappealing, “prison-like” feel of the data center building 
 Move away from industrial uses along the light rail line 
 Reverse the trend of North Sacramento being used as a dumping ground for social 

services/unwanted uses 
 
Pedestrian Environment 

 Explore traffic calming along Arden Way 
 Improve the pedestrian environment at the intersection of: 

 Arden Way & Del Paso Blvd. 
 Arden Way & Royal Oaks Dr. 

 Strengthen pedestrian connections 
 Use stamped concrete to make pedestrian crossings safer for children 

 
Image & Safety 

 Improve safety and overall image of the area 
 Reduce or eliminate loitering 

 
Infrastructure 

 Remove or straighten the “Lumberjack Curve” 
 Improve infrastructure, including sidewalks and street lighting 

 
Traffic & Circulation 
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 Consider ways to improve parking 
 Extend Evergreen St. to State Route 160 (reference North Sacramento Community Plan) 
 Use Evergreen St. as a transportation corridor 

 
Transit 

 Improve frequency of bus service 
 Increase transit ridership 
 Redesign and relocate bus transfer station from Arden/Del Paso to Swanston Station 

  
IV. Urban Design 
 

 Encourage transit-friendly development 
 Envision a unique makeover of the south east quadrant that maximize TOD opportunities 
 Explore the pros and cons of different design development approaches 

 
NEXT STEPS 
 
The next Northeast Line Light Rail Stations Plan community workshop will be held on September 18, 
2006 from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. at the Sacramento Employment and Training Agency (SETA), 925 Del Paso 
Blvd. The purpose of the meeting is to review plan concepts that will be developed based upon the 
feedback received at the project’s three visioning workshops. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Northeast Line Light Rail Stations Plan, which was initiated by the City of Sacramento in March of 
2006, is a 20-year plan that will guide improvements in a ½ mile-wide circle around the Globe, 
Arden/Del Paso, and Royal Oaks Light Rail Stations. The scope of the project encompasses the creation 
of an overall vision for these three stations, an analysis of existing opportunities and challenges, as well 
as urban design, and development guidelines that will improve and energize the surrounding area. The 
plan will also contain an infrastructure section that will ensure underground utilities are adequate for 
revitalization. 
 
MEETING FORMAT 
 
On September 18th, 2006, approximately 25 community members convened for the fourth of five 
Community Workshops for this project. The purpose of this workshop was to review and discuss the 
urban design plan concepts that were developed based upon the project’s technical analysis and the 
feedback received at the first three community workshops. The workshop was held from 6:00 to 9:00 
p.m. at the SETA Building, 925 Del Paso Blvd. 
 
Brian Abbanat, the City of Sacramento’s Project Manager, opened the meeting and introduced the 
project. Sandy Sheedy, Sacramento City Councilmember, District 2, welcomed community members 
and thanked everyone for their participation. Daniel Iacofano of Moore Iacofano Goltsman (MIG) Inc. 
provided an overview of the agenda, project and planning process, and introduced the project team. 
 
Mr. Iacofano began the meeting by presenting the key messages that community members shared at 
the first three workshops. Mukul Malhotra, MIG, continued with a presentation of the project’s 
existing conditions analysis, including infrastructure and circulation, and assets, issues and 
opportunities. Mr. Iacofano then facilitated a discussion in which workshop participants provided 
feedback on the project vision and any other overall comments. Mr. Malhotra and Dan Drazen, 
MIG, graphically recorded this discussion. 
 
Matt Kowta, Bay Area Economics, presented the preliminary economic analysis that was conducted 
by his firm. Mr. Kowta’s presentation highlighted existing market conditions and market feasible 
land uses. A facilitated and recorded discussion followed this portion of the presentation.  
 
Mr. Malhotra concluded the meeting with a presentation of the urban design plan concepts, 
including overall planning principles and development framework, and private and public realm 
design concepts. A facilitated and recorded discussion also followed this portion of the 
presentation. 
   
The feedback generated at this meeting will provide critical direction in the development and 
implementation of the Northeast Light Rail Line Stations Plan. The following report summarizes the 
major input, findings and outcomes from discussions in this workshop and from written comments that 
were submitted by attendees. The summary is organized into the following sections: 
 

I. Vision & Overall Comments 

II. Economic Analysis 

III. Urban Design Analysis 

IV. Comment Card Comments 
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I. Vision & Overall Comments 
 

 Understand statutory mandates for federal/state agencies that guide improvements in the 
study area 

 Use planning and market incentives to move/relocate undesirable uses to other areas 
 Keep Regional Transit Bus Routes 20 and 22 to serve Arden Fair Mall 
 Think about ways to re-use the data center site 
 Encourage mingling of neighborhood residents 
 Prioritize public improvements between Globe Ave. and Arden Way 
 Add a grocery store 

 
Crime and Code Enforcement 

 Reduce tolerance of absentee landlords 
 Address the crime problem; improve policing 
 Implement aggressive ordinances, especially against illegal dumping 
 Make crime reduction a measure of the plan’s success 
 Understand that the recycling center promotes unwanted uses/activity 
 Step up code enforcement of sub-standard buildings 

 
Human and Social Services 

 Incorporate a strong human services component 
 Think about human capital development, including drug treatment programs for area 

residents 
 Provide help for socio-economically disadvantaged areas 

 
II. Economic Analysis 

 
 Recognize that the housing slowdown is a nationwide trend 
 Encourage café/coffeeshops at light rail stations 
 Increase everyday retail uses 

 
III. Urban Design Analysis 
 

 Promote mixed-use: Put housing next to jobs 
 Move parking lots away from stations; increase activity directly around the stations 
 Make better use of Royal Oaks Post Office 
 Add sidewalks along Arden Way; give people options other than driving 
 Look into whether trees may interfere with power lines along Arden Way 
 Traffic-calming: Create a reason for drivers to stop 
 Improve circulation with Slobe Ave. Connector 
 Capture historic identity in new developments 
 Consider lighting/improvements southwest of the station on Del Paso Blvd.: 

–  Streetscape Improvement 
–  Art Work 
–  Decorative Wall 
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IV. Comment Card Comments
 

 Looks great – go for it 
 The principles/framework must foster several self-help movements that develop human 

capital. 
 Spawn community synergism 
 Seek grassroots expertise 

 
NEXT STEPS 
 
The next Northeast Line Light Rail Stations Plan community workshop will be held on December 6th, 
2006 from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. at the Sacramento Employment and Training Agency (SETA), 925 Del Paso 
Blvd. The purpose of the meeting is to review the project’s draft plan. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Northeast Line Light Rail Stations Plan, which was initiated by the City of Sacramento in March of 
2006, is a 20-year plan that will guide improvements in a ½ mile-wide circle around the Globe, 
Arden/Del Paso, and Royal Oaks Light Rail Stations. The scope of the project encompasses the creation 
of an overall vision for these three stations, an analysis of existing opportunities and challenges, as well 
as urban design, and development guidelines that will improve and energize the surrounding area. The 
plan will also contain an infrastructure section that will ensure underground utilities are adequate for 
revitalization. 
 
MEETING FORMAT 
 
On December 6, 2006, approximately 45 community members convened for the fifth and final 
community workshop for this project. The workshop was held from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the SETA 
Building, 925 Del Paso Blvd. The purpose of the workshop was to review the draft urban design plan 
that was developed based upon the project’s technical analysis and feedback received at the project’s 
four previous workshops.   
 
Brian Abbanat, the City of Sacramento’s Project Manager, opened the meeting and introduced the 
project. Sandy Sheedy, Sacramento City Councilmember, District 2, welcomed community members 
and thanked everyone for coming. Daniel Iacofano of Moore Iacofano Goltsman (MIG) Inc. provided an 
overview of the agenda, project and planning process, and introduced the project team. 
 
Mr. Iacofano began the meeting by providing a brief overview of the project’s planning process. 
Mukul Malhotra, MIG continued by presenting the draft urban design plan. Mr. Iacofano then 
facilitated a discussion in which workshop participants provided feedback on the overall vision and 
goals for the three stations, key assets, primary issues and opportunities, and the draft urban design 
plan. Mr. Malhotra provided input to the discussion, graphically recorded the meeting and helped 
to answer questions. 
 
The feedback generated at this meeting will provide critical direction in the development and 
implementation of the Northeast Light Rail Line Stations Plan. The following report summarizes the 
major input, findings and outcomes from discussions in this workshop and from written comments that 
were submitted by attendees.  
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The comments are grouped in the following categories: 
 

 Development Opportunities 
 Land Use 
 Pedestrian Environment, Traffic & Circulation 
 Transit  
 Urban Design 
 Image & Safety  
 Infrastructure 
 Process 
 General 

 
Development Opportunities 

 Concern over new market-rate condo development at Globe Station 
 Identify a feasible location for a grocery store 
 Ensure investment in high-quality development 
 Leverage the momentum of current and proposed development projects 
 Redesign the Data Center building site for higher and better uses 

 
Land Use 

 Include an affordable housing component to ensure a mix of income levels 
 Balance the need for rental units against the importance of a solid home-owner base 
 Address ground contamination at the Iceland ice risk 

 
Pedestrian Environment, Traffic & Circulation 

 Use development to make the neighborhood around Globe Station more walkable 
 Widen Northgate Boulevard to make the bike trail more accessible  
 Add skywalks, signage, and other improvements to help pedestrians cross Arden Way at 

the Arden/Del Paso station 
 Make sure the design adequately addresses safety issues at Arden/Del Paso Station 
 Design sidewalks to help calm traffic 
 Add stoplights and protection from traffic at the Dixieanne tot lot 
 Tie improvements at Royal Oaks Station into Dead Man’s Slough overcrossing on 

Highway 160, which is terrible for bikes 
 
Image & Safety 

 Encourage business owners to take ownership of security problems in the area 
 Add more guards at Globe Station 
 Provide more visible security and video cameras at Arden/Del Paso Station 
 Provide more lighting and more guards at Royal Oaks Station 

 
Infrastructure 

 Construct a sound wall along Highway 160 
 Add more trees throughout the project area 

 
Transit 

 Increase frequency of buses 
 Add rain protection at all stations 
 Improve maintenance, trash pickup at stations 
 Reconnect all four stations with respect to the proposed transfer station 
 Reconsider relocation of bus transfer station to Swanston Station 
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Urban Design 

 Row house style is attractive 
 Keep parking for row houses in back, porches in front 
 Three-story residences would positively affect the neighborhood 
 Create a distinct identity for Del Paso Boulevard 
 Globe Station design is good, especially pavement cobbling 
 Make improvements along Acoma Street, Del Paso Boulevard, and Globe Station a top 

priority 
 
Process 

 Ensure meaningful public input and comments in plan 
 The plan is moving in the right direction 
 Change can be positive. Build respect and quality. 

 
NEXT STEPS 
 
In the spring of 2007, MIG will formally present the Northeast Line Light Rail Stations Plan to the 
Sacramento Housing and Redevelopment Agency, the City’s Planning Commission and City Council.   
The public is welcome to attend any of these events and provide comments on the plan.  
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