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Landscaping Locally

Does the company...

* Test the soil?

Knowing the soil’s fertility, texture, and structure helps
determine soil quality, types of plants it can best

support and any need for supplements.
Use local, natural plant communities as models?

A plant community is a relatively distinct pattern of
vegetation found in different regions of the Central
Valley. Using local plant communities as a model is a
way to work with nature to create spectacular

landscapes.
Practice firescaping in high-risk fire areas?

Understanding the topography, fuel and local weather

are critical to designing and maintaining a landscape
that reduces the potential for loss to fire. Plant selection
is also very important to reducing the fuel load and
avoiding fire ladders.

Does the company...

Landscaping for Less to the Landfill

N

Select appropriate plants?

Choosing the right plants for the right

space is an important way to reduce the 200,000 tons of
plant debris diverted annually in Sacramento County.
Selecting plants that can grow to their mature size in

the space allotted, replacing sheared hedges with natural
shapes, and avoiding invasive species are sound

practices.
Grasscycle?

Grasscycling means leaving the clippings on the lawn
after mowing so they decompose and release their

nutrients into the soil.

Compost plant debris? Or keep plant debris separated
from trash for curbside pick-up?

Composting is the controlled decomposition of organic
matter. It turns plant debris into a beneficial soil

amendment.
Prune selectively and properly?

Pruning should complement the natural form, and
strengthen the structural integrity of| the plant.

It should not be used to severely restrict plant growth
— improper pruning weakens the plant and generates
unnecessary waste.

wsed:to create'q retaining wall.

ngrete §s

Using compost

water and
adds nutrients

to your soil.

Nurturing the Soil

Does the company...

conserves

Protect soil from erosion and compaction during
construction?

Conserving topsoil protects soil structure and the soil’s
ability to support the microbes that cycle nutrients and
filter pollutants. Local waterways and aquatic habitat are

also protected.

Amend the soil with compost before planting?
Compost fosters a diverse, fertile, and disease
suppressive soil. It can improve structure, aeration and

water holding capacity of the soil.

Mulch regularly?
Mulch conserves water, improves soil life, and enhances
the growth of plants and the appearance of the

landscape.

Feed soils naturally?

Using natural amendments, adding compost to the soil,
or drenching the soil with compost tea, nurtures a
strong soil foodweb. This makes nutrients available to

the plants and protects water quality.
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