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A RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE WAR IN IRAQ AND CALLING ON
PRESIDENT BUSH TO BEGIN THE WITHDRAWAL OF AMERICAN TROOPS

WHEREAS, the United States of America carried out an invasion of Iraq based upon the
claim that Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction, and therefore posed an immediate
threat to the security of the United States and still no evidence has been found that Iraq
possessed such weapons or the capability to deploy them; and

WHEREAS, the war and military occupation of Iraq, according to the Department of
Defense, have cost the lives of over 2,000 U.S. iroops, as well as wounding and disabling
over 15,000 troops. Iraqi civilian deaths are estimated at over 100,000 men, women and
children; and

WHEREAS, we recognize the courage of the over 1 million American military personnel,
including city staff and many residents of the City of Sacramento, who have served in the
war in Iraq. They have faced extraordinary danger and have made huge sacrifices in this
war; we now want them to come home because bringing them home is the best means of
protecting them and the interest of our nation; and

WHEREAS, Nebraska Republican Senator Chuck Hagel, a member of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, stated in August of this year, "the reality is that we're
losing in Iraq,” and that "there is a parallel emerging" between the War in Iraq and the
War in Vietnam; and

WHEREAS, Retired Army Lieutenant General William Odom, a Vietnam veteran, said
in September of this year that the invasion of Iraq alienated America's Middle East allies,
making it harder to prosecute a war against terrorists, and he said the United States
should withdraw from Iraq; and

WHEREAS, A Bi-partisan group of Members of Congress - two Republicans and two
Democrats - introduced the Homeward Bound Act on June 16, 2005 to begin the process
of putting in place an exit strategy from Iraq. The Act now has 60 co-sponsors; and

WHEREAS, Wisconsin United States Senator Russ Feingold, a member of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, has proposed a timeframe for the completion of the
military mission in Iraq and suggested December 31, 2006 as the target date for the
completion of the withdrawal of American troops from Iraq; and

WHEREAS, the war in Irag has cost American taxpayers over $350 billion. Broken
down per person in the United States, the cost so far is $727, or $295 million from the
residents from the City of Sacramento, making the Iraqg War the most expensive military
effort in the last 60 years; and

WHEREAS, the continuation of the war and the redirection of our nation’s resources will
cause grave harm to the people of Sacramento, especially its low income residents and
communities of color; and



WHEREAS, the recent tragedies caused by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita have shown the
United States needs to direct massive resources to recovery in the Gulf Coast, and we as a
nation should turn our attention and resources to domestic recovery, emergency
prevention measures and preparedness activities; and

WHEREAS, over 100 United States cities have passed resolutions calling for an end to
the war in Iraq; now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City of Sacramento, on behalf of the
citizens of Sacramento, urges President Bush and the United States Congress to
commence a humane, orderly, rapid and comprehensive withdrawal of United States
military personnel and bases from Iraq; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the City of Sacramento calls on President Bush
and the Congress of the United States to provide promised veterans’ health, education,
disability, and rehabilitation benefits, and otherwise meet the needs of returning veterans.



