SYCAM ORE ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS, INC.

6355 Riverside Blvd., Suite C, Sacramento, CA 95831
916/ 427-0703 Fax 918/ 427-2175

TRANSMITTAL

DATE: 13 November 2003
TO:  Ms. Ellie Buford
AGENCY:  City of Sacramento Planning and Building Department
FAXNO: 916/264-5328
PROJECT  Islands at Riverlake ADEIR
SUBJECT:  Draft Scope of Services
FROM:  Jeff Little/ Andrew Bayne

[1 Mail [] Overnight B Fax Total pages: 3 [} E-mail
] Courier [] Deliver [] Original to follow
Ellie:

Bill Heartman, of Regis Homes, asked us to prepare an administrative draft
environmental impact report (ADEIR) for the Islands at Riverlake project. Mr. Heartman
would like you to review the attached scope of services to determine that it is adequate
for the City. Please call, email, or fax your comments to us and we will 1evise. Due to
the expedited schedule, we would appreciate it if you could get back to us as soon as

possible.

Thanks!

¢: Mi. Bill Heartman; Regis Homes, 916/ 929-6738 (w/o attachment)
Ms. Sabrina Teller; Remy, Thomas, 916/ 443-9017 (w/o attachment)
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Islandy at Riverlake
Administrative Draft Envirewnesial lmpact Report
City of Socraments, C4

SCOPE OF SERVICES

Islands at Riverlake
Administrative Draft Environmental Impact Report

I. INTRODUCTION

Sycamore Environmental prepared an Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration for the City of
Sacramento’s California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) evaluation of the Islands at Riverlake
project. The City Council approved the project and certified the CEQA findings on 27 May 2003. In
July 2003, the Pocket Protectors filed a petition for a peremptory writ of mandamus to require the
City to set aside approval of the project. The writ, if successful, would compel the City to prepare an
environmental impact report (EIR) before the project could be approved in accordance with CEQA.

Ms. Sabrina Teller of Remy, Thomas, Moose, and Manley, LLP, contacted us regarding the Pocket
Protectors’ petition. She indicated that Regis Homes would like to prepare an EIR for the City in the
event that the petition is successful. Ms. Teller faxed the Pocket Protectors’ opening brief in support
of the petition. We reviewed it and discussed the potential issues with her. This scope is for the
preparation of an administrative draft EIR (ADEIR). The ADEIR will specifically address the topics
identified in the Pocket Protectors’® brief. The hearing before the Superior Court is scheduled for 19
December 2003. We understand that you would like to have the ADEIR ready for City staff to review
shortly after the hearing in case the judge rules from the bench in favor of the Pocket Protectors.

Our scope provides for the preparation of the draft EIR (DEIR) for public review. It also covers the
preparation of the final EIR (FEIR). The FEIR will include a response to public comments section, an
errata section, and a mitigation monitoring plan (MMP).

The respondents’ briefs are due on 24 November 2003, Our experience and understanding of the
project, its history, design, and environmental review, gives us the unique opportunity of providing
assistance to Remy, Thomas’ effort. Our scope also includes providing assistance to Remy, Thomas

with the preparation of the response brief.

II.  ASSUMPTIONS

» The City will prepare a new IS if the City determines that one is needed. This scope assumes
that A ruling in favor of the Pocket Protectors would identify the potentially significant
project impacts.

» The ADEIR will focus on the four substantive issues raised in the petitioner’s brief.

s Client will provide the final staff report that gave the basis for the City Council’s approval of
the Islands at Riverlake project. We will use the information in the staff report to prepare the
project description.

o Sycamore Environmental will consult with Client and Client’s legal and design teams to
obtain data and to coordinate on questions.

e Design team will provide map exhibits for the project alternatives. Map exhibits will show
tentative subdivisions, circulation patterns, and set backs at sufficient detail to complete
environmental evaluations.
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Istands at Riverlake
dAdministrative Draft Environmental Impact Report
City of Sacramento, CA

° The City of Sacramento will provide the project file for the Riverlake Park Homes Project
(P93-089), which was approved in 1993, The Riverlake Park Homes Project will be analyzed
as a project alternative.

¢ The City of Sacramento will provide its traffic survey data.

¢ The City of Sacramento will prepare the Notice of Preparation, Notice of Completion, Notice
of Determination, subsequent staff reports, presentations, recommendations, and findings for
the Planning Commission and City Council.

e Client will review documents (ADEIR, DEIR, and FEIR) prior to each submittal to the City.

o This scope assumes two rounds of City review will be required to complete the DEIR for
public review.
» This scope assumes one round of City review will be needed to complete the FEIR.

¢ Meetings and public hearings will be attended on a time-and-materials basis.

II1. SERVICES

Task 1. Administrative Draft Environmental Impact Report

Sycamore Environmental will prepare an ADEIR using the City’s EIR format. The ADEIR will be
prepared in accordance with the CEQA Guidelines. We will address the issues identified in the
Pocket Protectors’ opening brief in the ADEIR, as well as any directed by the judge. The general
approach to the analysis will include defining the standards of significance, determining the
significance of potential impacts, and identifying mitigation measures to reduce the significance of the
impact. Pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines, the ADEIR will address cumulative impacts, growth
inducing impacts, and irreversible environmental effects. Due to the project’s controversy, an
analysis of four project alternatives will be provided under this scope.

Scope
» Request an EIR template from the City of Sacramento Planning and Building Department.

s Review available documents and information,

o (ity of Sacramento General Plan Update Draft EIR (SGPU EIR certified January 1988)
e Pocket Area Community Plan (PACP certified 1979; updated 1989)
e South Pocket Specific Plan (SPSP certified March 1976)

» The Sacramento City Code (SCC)

o Staff reports for the Islands at Riverlake project and the Riverlake Park Homes Project (P93~
089).

e Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Islands at Riverlake (P01-133), City
of Sacramento (Sycamore Environmental June 2002)

» Islands at Riverlake (P01-133) Response to Comments, City of Sacramento (Sycamore
Environmental August 2002)

o Consult as needed with the Client, Client’s legal and design teams, and City planning staff to
obtain data and to cooidinate on questions.
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e The following topics will be addressed:

Consistency with City Land Use Policies and Regulations
Aesthetic Impacts

Traffic and Parking Impacts

Biological Resources Iipacts

» Determine potential project impacts, cumulative impacts, growth inducing impacts, and
significant environmental effects.

o Determine significance of impacts.
o Identify mitigation measures to reduce the significance of impacts.

e Identify project alternatives. We assume that the project design team will provide design for the
project alternatives in sufficient detail to complete an impact analysis. Each alternative will be
compared with all the other alternatives in a Project Impact Summary Table. The ADEIR will
address the following alternatives discussed with Ms. Teller:

® No Project;

e Proposed Project;

* Pocket Protectors Project;

o R-1Zone Project, if facially feasible; and

+ Riverlake Park Homes Project (project approved in 1993).
+  Prepare Screencheck draft ADEIR and submit to the Client for review.

e Incorporate Client’s comments and submit ADEIR to the City.

‘Fask 2. Draft Environmental Impact Report

The CEQA allows an applicant to provide an environmental application to a lead agency in a format
consistent with that of an EIR. Ultimately, the lead agency is responsible for approving the
circulation of a DEIR and FEIR. Sycamore Environmental will incorporate the City’s comments and
prepare a DEIR for the City to circulate. A time and cost estimate will be provided for this task
following receipt of the City’s comments,

Scope
¢ Incorporate City’s comments on the ADEIR and submit City review draft DEIR to the Client for
review.

e Incorporate Client’s comments and submit City review draft DEIR to the City.
o Incorporate City’s comments on the DEIR and submit it to the Client for review.

» Incorporate Client’s comments and submit the DEIR to the City for public circulation.

Task 3. Final Environmental Impact Report

Sycamore Environmental will prepare an FEIR for City of Sacramento’s certification. The FEIR will
consist of three parts 1) response to public comments, 2} errata, and 3) mitigation monitoring plan
{(MMP). A time and cost estimate will be provided for this task following receipt of public comments.
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Scope
o  City will provide comments received during public review of the DEIR.

® Prepare a response to comments on the environmental impacts analysis (CEQA does not require
responses to cominents on the merits of the project).

e Prepare errata section, if necessary.

o  Prepare an MMP in the City’s format. Components of the MMRP will describe the mitigation
measures and the party responsible for ensuring and/or verifying compliance.

e Submit City review draft FEIR to Client for review.
* Incorporate Client’s comments and submit City review draft FEIR to City.
e Incorporate City’s comments on the FEIR and submit it to the Client for review.

e Incorporate Client’s comments on the FEIR and submit it to the City for certification.

Task 4, Consaltation and Coordination

e Sycamore Environmental will respond to questions from Remy, Thomas. In addition to telephone
conferences, responses may include written responses transmitted via email, fax, and mail.

» Sycamore Environmental will attend meetings and hearings at the Client’s request.

IV. DELIVERABLES
Task 1. Administrative Draft Environmental Impact Report {draft and final).

e Two unbound copies of the Screencheck draft ADEIR will be submitted to Client.

* Two bound copies of the City review ADEIR will be submitted to Client and three bound copies
will be submitted to the City. (Additional copies will be provided on a time-and-materials basis
with Client’s authorization.)

Task 2. Draft Environmental Impact Report (draft and final).

» Two unbound copies of the Screencheck draft DEIR will be submitted to Client.
¢ Two bound copies of the public review DEIR will be submitted to Client. The City will
determine the number of copies it will need for public review.

Task 3. Final Environmental Impact Report (draft and final).

* Two unbound copies of the Screencheck draft FEIR will be submitted to Client.
» Two bound copies of the FEIR will be submitted to Client. The City will determine the number
of copies it will need to certify the EIR and adopt the project.

V. SCHEDULE

Proposed schedule: The respondents’ brief is due 24 November 2003. The California Superior Court
hearing is set for 19 December 2003. Sycamore Environmental will commence preparation of the
ADEIR upon receipt of written authorization. We anticipate completing the draft document for
Client’s review by 22 December 2003. Note: this expedited timeline is contingent on the receipt of
design exhibits for the project alternatives from the Client’s design team.

03056_lslandsAtRiverlake ADEIR_Pro_01 doe 11/13/2003 Sycamore Environmental Consultants. fnc



316 264 7185

11718728683 16:58 PLAMMING & BUILDING DEPARTMENT -+ 394272175 ) NO.B32 a1

FAX TRANSMITTAL

CITY OF SACRAMENTO

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND BUILDING
1231 I Street
Sacramento, CA, 95814
(916) 264-5381
Fax (916) 264-5328

e~y
Fax#: PG - 477~ 2/ 757 pages 5

From: (f?[{[;¢ EU /ﬂw—/&. Prone: TA - 54> 5
Subject:, &5 o ¢t/

COMMENTS:

?/L“W” C/ﬁd ¢ :;l A s féf}f/ (2 /g MWD -




11-18-26883 1'%1_:58 PLAMNING & BUILDING DEPRRTMENT -+ 84272175 NO. 632

1171742883 1m 22 _EYCEAORE ENUIRONMENTRL » 2Ba 7185 o 2ne
3({ M
Fluoxly w) fiverfoke
4 C/ Autmindstrustin St Exbirerpmimsd fepoct Report
O &f/"' Cfcvuj-i:mcnrp,(y
¥

&, a
N 1_,‘*" UJJ @ The City of Sacramento will provide the project file for the Riverlake Perk Homes Project
}W\d - (P93-089). which was approved in 1993. The Riverlake Purk Homes Project will be analyzed
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o The City of Sacramento will provide ity traffic survey data ~ AL Qe T

o The City of Szcramento will prepate the Notice of Preparation, Notice of Completion, Notice
of Detsrmioation, subsequent staff reports, presentations, recommendations, and findings for

, the Planning Commisgion and City Council. s Twd
14 @ Clisnt will roview documents {ADEIR, DEIR, and FEIR) gubmittal to the City.

/{ ﬁ) This scope assummes two rounds of City review will be required to complete the DEIR for
— publicreview. -

/ « This scope assumas one round of City review will be needed to complete the FEIR.
e s Meetings and public hearings will bs attended on a time-and-materials basis.
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- &/UJ Task 1. Administrative Draft Environmentsl Impact Report

{{ LML Sycamore Environmental will prepars an ADEIR uvsing the City’s EIR format. The ADEIR will be

prepared in accordance with the CEQA Guidelines We will address the issues identifiéd in the
Pocket Protectors’ opening brief in the ADEIR, as well as any directed by the jodge. The general
approach to the analysis will include defining the s1andards of significance, detsrmining the
significance of potential impacts, and identifying mitigation measures to reduce the significagce of the
impact. Purqiant to the CEQA Guidelines, the ADEIR will address curnulative impacts, growth
inducing impacts, and irreversible environmental offects. Due 1o the praject’s conlTovefsy, an
analysis of four project alternatives will be provided under this scope. :

Scope

, f ) Request an EIR tamplate from the City of Sacramento Planning and Building Department.

+ Review available documents and information.

§ s City of Secramento General Plan Update Draft EIR (SGPU EIR cartified January 1988)
A ure +  Pocket Area Community Plan (PACP certified 1979; updated 1989)
«  South Pocket Specific Plan (SPSP certified March 1976)
« The Sacramento City Coda (SCC)

«  Siaff reports for the Yslands at Riverlake project and the Riverlake Park Homes +mject (P93-
089). , |

« Injtial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Islands at Riverlake (P§)-133), City
of Sacramento {Sycamore Environmenta) June 2002}

e Isiands st Riverlake (P01-133) Response © Comments, City of Sacramenta (Sy¢amore
Environmental Avgust 2002}

o Consult as needed with the Client, Client’s legal and design teams, and City p}annirg staff to
obtain data and to coordinate on guestions.
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¢ The following topics will be addressed:

Consistency with City Land Use Policies and Regulations
Aesthetic Iinpacts

TrafTic and Parking Impacts

Bivlogical Resources lrupacts

s Determine poteptia] project impacts, cumulative impacts, growth inducing impacts, jaod
significant environmental effects.

¢ Determine significance of impaots.

s Identify mitigation measures to reduce the significance of impacts.

e Identify project alternatives. We assume that the project desipn tearn wili provide design for the
project alternatives in sufficient detail to complete an impact analysis Each alternative will be
compared with all the other alternatives in a8 Project Impact Summary Table, The ADEIR will
address the following altematives discussed with Ms. Teller:

¢ No Project;

¢ Proposed Project;

» Pocket Protectors Project;

s R-1 Zone Project, if facially feasible; and

e Riverlake Park Homes Project (project approved in 1993).
+ Prepare Screencheck draft ADEIR and submit 1o the Client for review.

» Incorporate Client’s comments and submit ADEIR to the City.

Task 2. Draft Environmental Impsact Report

Fhe CEQAail . " . L anohicati lead i p St

_cireulstion-ofe-DER and FEIR: Sycamore Environmental will incorporate the City’s comments and
prepare a DEIR for the City t circulate. A time and cost estimate will be provided for this task
following receipt of the Clty’s comments.

Scope
+ Incorporate City's cﬁg}‘nﬁnm on the ADEIR and submit City review draft DEIR to the-Chient-for
i " A

YW (—///‘\-{.'
o ~Iscorporate-Client's canunonts-sae-submit City review draft DEIR 1o the City
e Incorporste City’s comments on the DEIR and-submit-itto the-Chent-forreview:

. -mmemcm@;mn the DEIR 1o the City for public eirculatipn

Task 3. Final Envirenmental Impact Report |
Sycarmore Environmental will prepare an FEIR for City of Sacramento’s certification. The FEIR will
consist of three parts 1) response to public comments, 2) exrata, and 3) mitigatiop monitoring plan
(MMP). A time and cost estimats will be provided for this task following recaipt of puplic comments.
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Scope
e  City will provide comments received during public review of the DEIR.

& Prepare aresponse to comments on the environmental impacts analysis (CEQA dos
responses to commenis on the merits of the project).

o Prepare errata section, if necessary.

e Prepare an MMP in the City’s forpat. Components of the MMRP will describe the
measures and the party responsibi%fq,r nsuring and/or verifying compliance.

o Submit Sy reses draft FEIR 10 €tienyffor review.
s TncorporateiHemes comments and submir City review draft FEIR to City.
¢ Incorporate-€Hss comments on the FEIR and submit it to thedskont for review.

+ Incorporate-Glent’s comments on the FEIR and submit it to the City for certification:

Task 4. Consultation and Coordination

« Sycamore Environmentzl will respond to questions from Remy, Thomas. In additig
conferences, responses may include written responses transmitted vie ewai, fAX, an

e  Sycamore Environmental will attend meetings and hearings at the Client’s reguest
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° %wyt:}!:mbound copldy6f the Screencheck draft DEIR will be submitted to-Sliort-
» Fwobound copies gf the public review DEIR will be submitted to CHent: “Zfﬁe City
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Yask 3. Final Environmental Impact Report (draft and final). i f'f, & - é
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Vs SiAhound copies of the Screencheck draft FEIR wil} be submitted to €HerT"
v ; T ; ient. The City will determing the number

D&() “\ of copies it will need to certify the EIR and adopt the project.
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V., SCHEDULE

Proposed schedule: The respondents’ brief is due 24 November 2003 The California
hearing j8 set for 19 December 2003. Syeamore Environmental will commence prepars
ADEIR upon receipt of written authorization. We anticipate compl

Ruperior Court
tion of the

eting the draft document for

Client’s review by 22 Decembgy 2003 Note: this expedited timeline is contingent op the receipt of

design exhibits for the project alternatives fram the Client’s design team.
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