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RIVERLAKE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL COMMITTEE

LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES

These guidelines have been prepared to help answer some of the questions you may have
regarding submitting a landscape plan to the Architectural Control Committee. Several
sections of Riverlake’s CC&R’s pertain to landscape plans and landscape maintenance.
Before beginning your plan (or working with a professional) you should familiarize yourseif
with these sections:

For All Lots: Sections 8.03.C, 8.03 E, 8.03.0, 8.03.W, 8.03.Y, 8.03.BB, 9.03, 9.03 A, and
9.04 apply;

For Lake Lots: Sections 8.02.(3, 8.03.C, and 8.05.B apply; and
For Duplex/Halfplex Lots: Sections 8.04.C and 8.041, apply.

The following addresses some frequently posed questions regarding submitting a landscape
plan.

Am I required to submit a plan?

Yes!! Section 9.03 of the CC&R’s requires that all plans must be submitted to the ACC, and
approved, prior to the onset of work. Landscaping installation is to be completed 30 days

after occupancy or 90 days after completion of the home, whichever is sooner (Section
9.04).

How Do I submit a Plan?

You can mail or bring the plan to the Riverlake Community Association office, 799 Lake
Front Drive, Sacramento, CA 95831. The plan must be submitted in duplicate. Please call
the Association at 395-7462 to check for meeting dates and times.

What Are The Requirements Of A Plan?

The plan should specify (and illustrate) the type, location and size of every element in the
plan. All trees, shrubs, etc. should be (1) located with respect to the house, driveway,
sidewalks, etc.; (2) should be identified (by common and botanical/Latin name); and (3)
clearly marked according to size (usually indicated by gallonage). Dimensions of the yard
should be indicated and in relative scale. All ground cover for lawn areas as well as in
flower or shrub beds should be specified. A general rule of thumb is to “leave nothing to the
imagination”. If the committee cannot interpret a plan, it will be returned for
revision/resubmittal. If there are proposed changes to any of the concrete work in the front
yard or driveways/walkways it is a good idea to include that information in the landscape
plan for review and approval.

Are There Limits To What I Can Plant?
Page 1 of 1



Section 9 .04 of the CC&R’s states that landscaping is to include lawns, shrubs, trees and
flowers. Artificial materials (plastic plants, flowers or asiro turf) and gravel gardens will be
disapproved. The CC&R’s are sufficiently broad to allow for a good deal of iatitude in
individual preference and style. However, it is important to recognize that the committee
has developed policies to help structure and maintain quality standard within Riverlake.

One of the committee’s goals is to urge the creation of a “riverscape” throughout the
development. Long, Green, gently rolling expanses of ground cover, burgeoning shade
trees, and appropriately placed plantings will help achieve this effect. In addition to the
specific requirements of the CC&R’s, committee policy requires that at Jeast on of the three
required 15-gallon trees for the front yard be a fast-growing shade tree; that rocks and gravel
are not allowed in the front 10° (ten feet) of the lot; that shredded fir, redwood or cedar (no
chips are permitted) placed toward the front of the lots be covered by a ground cover to
prevent washing or floating away; and, that mounds are to have no more than a 5:1 slope.
Other than the five 15-gallon tree requirement (of which at least three go in the front yard),
size of plants is discretionary. Use if shrubs for screening purposes however, should be 5-
gallon sizes or more. A list of fast growing shade trees approved by the committee is
attached for your reference.

Do I Need To Submit A Plan For My Pool Or Rear Yard?

Yes! Plans for rear yard Jandscaping visible to the public or common area, and pools, pool
equipment and other similar installations must have prior wriiten approval before the onset
of work (Section 9.03).

What If I Want To Change My Existing Landscaping?

Depending on the nature and extent of the change, almost all changes will require prior

written approval from the Architectural Control Committee. It is advisable to call the
Association office before making the change, to check.
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RIVERLAKE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Approved Shade and Palm Trees
Architectural Control Committee

Approved by ACC on April 27, 2004

The Committee wishes to encourage the development of a shaded, river-like environment
throughout the Riverlake Community. To achieve this effect, the Committee requires that
each front yard have a minimum of one 15-gallon shade trees that has been selected from
the Approved Shade Trees list. Please ensure that at least one of the five required 15-gallon
trees of your landscape plan is a shade tree located in the front yard. The trees listed on the
Approved Shade Tree list all grow well in the Sacramento area. Please select from this list.

The Committee has also approved several palm trees that may be used for the remaining
required number of trees. You many select one or more palms from the Approved Palm
Trees list or submit an alternative. Please keep in mind that the palm must be at least ten
feet in height at time of installation.

The following list is categorized as Fast, Medium and Slow Growth Rate. The growth of
any species of tree will be enhanced when proper planting, staking, irrigation and
fertilization methods are implemented. Mature height and width should be a major criteria
in tree selection. Tree planting and care instructions area available on the Riverlake
Community Association website or fiom the Association office.

Continued on next page
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Rive:lake Community Association
Approved Shade and Palm Trees

Revised January 2004

APPROVED SHADE TREES FOR RIVERLAKE

Botanical Name Common Name Mature Remarks
height/width
Fast Growth Rate
Acer rubrum Red Maple: ‘Red Sunset’ or | 40-60°/40-60° | fall color

‘October Glory’ varieties

Betula platyphylla japonica | Japanese White Birch 40-50°/25° resistant to bronze
birch borer insects,
white bark

Betula nigra River Birch 50-90°/30° resistant to bronze

birch borer insects

1 Celtis australis

European Hackberry

50-70°/40-50°

Celtis sinensis Chinese Hackberry 40-60°/40-60°
Pyrus callenyana Ornamental Pear 20-40°/15-25> | fall color orange to
‘Chanticleer’ reddish purple
Pyrus callenyana Ornamental Pear 50°/30° “New Bradford’ variety
‘New Bradford’ preferred to ‘Bradford’
Pyrus callenyana Omamental Pear 30-35°/20° fall color yellow-red
‘Redspire’
Quercus rubra Red Qak 60-80°/30-50" | fall color, good in turf,
fast growing
Quercus coccinea Scarlet Oak 60-807/35-40" | fall color, good in turf,
fast growing
Medium Growth Rate
Acer buergeranum Trident Maple 20-35°/20-35° | fall color

Celtis occidentalis

Common Hackberry

40-50°/40-50°

Nyssa sylvatica

Tupelo

30-40°/15-30°

tolerates poor drainage,
fall color

Quercus ilex

Holly Oak

40-50°/40-50°

evergreen

Quercus lobata

Valley Oak

50-70°/50-70°

do not plant in lawn
area

Tilia americana

American Linden

40-60°/30-50°

good in turf

Zelkova serrata Sawleaf Zelkova 50-60°/50-70°" | Fall color
Slow Growth Rate
Ginkgo biloba Maidenhair 70-80°/430-50" | insect/disease resistant

fall color

Pistacia chinensis

Chinese Pistache

30-40°/30-40°

fall color

Quercus douglasii California Blue Oak 40-60°/25-50° | do not plant in lawn
area
Tilia cordata Little Leaf Linden 30-50°/20-30° | good in turf
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Riverlake Community Association
Approved Shade and Palm Trees

Revised January 2004

APPROVED PALM TREES FOR RIVERLAKE

Botanical Name

Common Name

Mature height/width

Chamaerops humilis Mediterranean Fan 20020°
Palm

Syagrus romanzoffianaum Queen Palm 50°/20-25/

(Arecastrum romanzoffianaum)

Trachycarpus fortunei Windmill Palm /10

PALM TREE NOT APPROVED FOR RIVERLAKE

Washingtonia robusta

| Mexican Fan Palm

SMALL TREES

This list of small trees is provided as a reference. These small trees are not intended as

substitutes for a required shade tree.

Many of the trees listed are available in multiple varieties that can vary greatly in size and
growth habits. It is recommended to always verify plant species and variety prior to planting.
Additional information on the trees is available in the Sunset Western Garden Book.

Small trees

Up to 25-30 feet in height

Botanical Name Common Name Mature Remarks
height/width

Acer palmatum Japanese Maple 5-25* 1 15-30° Size and growth rate vary
significantly with variety.
Verify selected variety
tolerates sun exposure at
planting location.

Malus Crabapple 6-25" [ 8-25 Size and pest resistance varies
greatly by variety.

Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud 20-30° 7 25-3¢° Moderate growth rate.
Provide good drainage.

Cercis occidentalis Western Redbud 10-20° / 10-20° Slow-moderate growth rate.

Crataegus phaenopyrum

Washington Hawthorn | 20-30°/20-25°

Moderate growth rate.

Lagerstroemia indica Crape Myttle 5-25" / 10-25° Moderate growth rate.
Size varies by variety.
Magnolia Flowering Magnolia 6-30° / 6-25 Slow to moderate growth rate.

deciduous varieiies

Size varies by variety.
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