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A Vision for
Old Sacramento



Gold Rush, Commerce and 
River Transportation



Old Sacramento SHP Today

View of current 1849 Scene in Front of Big Four Building.



Reconnecting Visitors to the River

Sacramento before street raising.



Gold Rush Sacramento Was One With The River

J Street during the January 1863 flood.



Sacramento In The 1860s

View looking South from current Sacramento History Museum.



Sacramento In The 1870s

View looking South down Front Street from current Big Four Building
(Central Pacific Railroad Passenger Station on right.)



Gold Rush Sacramento 
is Literally Underfoot



Horse Car Loop and Railroad 
Operation



Horse Car Loop and Railroad Operation





Excursion Train Service Today



Expanded Excursion Train Service
South to Hood



Preferred Alternative



 13.8 acre site in Old 
Sacramento owned or 
leased by State Parks.

 17 miles of railroad right-
of-way from Old 
Sacramento to Hood (4.2 
miles in-holding by Sac 
Regional Transit.)

 Leased property in 
Railyards.

 13.8 acre site in Old 
Sacramento owned or 
leased by State Parks.

 17 miles of railroad right-
of-way from Old 
Sacramento to Hood (4.2 
miles in-holding by Sac 
Regional Transit.)

 Leased property in 
Railyards.

Project Boundary



OSSHP Planning Area



What We Heard

 Gold Rush Theme is Significant and Needs to be Expressed.

 Interpret Transportation and Commerce.

 Waterfront Views and Access to the River are Important.

 Improve the Regional Bike Trail.

 Avoid Removing Travel Lanes and On-Street Parking on Front 
Street.

 Clearly Identify Park Gateways and Provide Information on 
Programs and Activities.

 Improve Bus Access, Drop-Off, and Parking.

 Improve Visitor Amenities and Safety.

 Minimize trains through Land Park and South Land Park 
neighborhoods. 





Interprets Historic 1849 Grade

Interprets the Gold Rush (1848-52) experience at its historic grade 
with underground ruins, archaeological displays, opportunities for 

an archaeological dig, and open space for events.



Reconstructs 1870s Period Buildings At 
Today’s Street Grade

Reconstructs certain period buildings of the 1860s-70s 
commercial scene at current street grade.



Historic Scene Concept



View from the North

Waterfront Concept



Front Street Concept



What is Addressed in the General Plan?

 Park Purpose and Vision

 Unit Classification

 Land Use Management

 Goals and Guidelines

 Visitor Experience and Opportunities

 Resource Management (physical, 
biological, cultural/historical)

 Interpretation and Education

 Park Operations

 Protection and management of 
sensitive resources

 Carrying Capacity

 Location adjacent to the 
Sacramento River

 Circulation, transportation, 
parking

 Visitation

 Safety and Security

 Park Management



What Resources are Addressed in the EIR?

 Aesthetics

 Air Quality/Greenhouse Gases

 Biological Resources

 Cultural and Historic Resources

 Recreation

 Geology and Soils

 Hazards and Hazardous Materials

 Public Safety and Security

 Hydrology

 Water Quality

 Alternatives Analysis

 Land Use

 Traffic, Circulation, and Parking

 Cumulative Impacts

 Noise

 Utilities and Public Services

 Others, as appropriate



www.parks.ca.gov/osshpgenplan/
osshp@parks.ca.gov

Questions?







Excursion Train Operation

Train Ride #1:

Old Sacramento to 
the Sacramento Zoo, 
stopping at:

• Crocker Art  Museum

• Miller Park

• Baths

• Sacramento Zoo



Excursion Train Operation

Train Ride #2:

Pocket/Meadowview 
to Hood: 

Delta Excursion/ 
Dinner, Brunch, or 
Other Themed 
Excursion Ride.






