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MEMORANDUM 
 

Date: August 4, 2011 
 
To: Chair Yee and Planning Commissioners 
 
From: Dana Allen, Associate Planner, (916) 808-2762 
 
Re: Unity Non Profit Collective (P11-044) Staff report 
 
 
The staff report for Unity Non Profit Collective will be delivered late. We are waiting for 
information to complete our staff report by week’s end and anticipate delivery of the report to 
you late Monday afternoon.  
 
Over the next few months, staff anticipates there will be several requests on the Planning 
Commission public hearing agenda for Special Permits for medical marijuana dispensaries. 
Attached for your information are four documents you may find helpful to review prior to the 
public hearings. The first attachment is the Background Information that will be included in all 
of the medical marijuana dispensary staff reports. The second attachment is the State of 
California Attorney General’s Guidelines for the Security and Non-Diversion of Marijuana 
Grown for Medical Use (August 2008). The final attachments are the City Ordinances (2010-
037 and 2010-038) that established the medical marijuana permitting process in City Code 
Titles 5 and 17. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION:     

In 1996, California voters passed Proposition 215 (The Compassionate Use Act of 1996) which 
decriminalized the cultivation and use of marijuana by seriously ill people.  The possession, sale, 
cultivation, or transportation of marijuana is ordinarily a crime under California law, however, 
Proposition 215 made it possible for seriously ill people to cultivate and use marijuana for medical 
purposes when recommended by a physician who has determined that the person’s health would 
benefit from the use of marijuana.  The Act allows patients and their caregivers to possess and cultivate 
marijuana upon physician approval.    

The Medical Marijuana Program Act, enacted by the State Legislature in 2004, allows medical marijuana 
patients (“qualified patients”) and their primary caregivers to associate with one another in order to 
collectively or cooperatively cultivate marijuana for medical purposes.  The co-ops and collectives must 
require membership applications, verify status as a caregiver or qualified patient and refuse 
membership to those who divert marijuana for non-medical use.  They are to acquire marijuana from 
and allocate it only to members of the co-op or cooperative.  State law allows cities and counties to 
regulate and tax these co-ops and cooperatives, which are also known as medical marijuana 
dispensaries. 

On November 9, 2010, the Sacramento City Council approved two ordinances which permit “medical 
marijuana dispensaries”, under certain conditions, in the City of Sacramento.  A medical marijuana 
dispensary is defined as a cooperative or collective of four or more qualified patients and their primary 
caregivers, who collectively or cooperatively cultivate and distribute marijuana exclusively for use by the 
qualified patient members for medical purposes. 

Ordinance 2010-037 outlines the Revenue Division regulations for permitting dispensaries (Title 5 of The 
Sacramento City Code).  One of the conditions is that only the dispensaries that registered with the City 
of Sacramento by July 14, 2009 are permitted to apply for dispensary permits with the Revenue Division.  
These dispensaries were required to apply for their Phase I permit by February 7, 2011.  Thirty-five of 
the 39 eligible dispensaries applied by the deadline and of those, 33 have currently met the Phase I 
requirements.  These dispensaries are eligible and must apply for a Phase II application with the 
Revenue Division by October 11, 2011.  One of the requirements of the Phase II application is a copy of a 
valid special permit (City Code 5.150.070).All dispensary permits must be approved the Revenue Division 
by January 7, 2012 or the dispensary must cease operation. 

Ordinance 2010-038 amended the Zoning Code (Title 17) to allow dispensaries in specified zones subject 
to special permit review and approval.  The Zoning Code requires a Planning Commission special permit 
in the C-2 zone and a Zoning Administrator’s special permit in the C-4, M-1, M-1S, M-2 and M-2S zones.  
When the dispensaries were notified in writing that they had completed their Phase I requirements (for 
the most part in April and May 2011), they were also notified of a planner assigned to their dispensary 
and encouraged to apply for the special permit.  In June a second letter was sent to all dispensaries 
reminding them of the Phase II deadline and encouraging them to apply for a special permit by July 15, 
2011. 
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The Zoning Code also requires a dispensary to be located a minimum of: 300 feet from a residential zone 
or use; 600 feet from a park, K-12  school, child care center, child care-family day care home, youth-
oriented facility, church/faith congregation, substance abuse center, movie theater/cinema,  tobacco 
store; and 1000 feet from another dispensary; HOWEVER, the location requirements do not apply to a 
dispensary that registered with the city as of July 27, 2009 and is operating and has operated 
continuously at the location for which the special permit is requested since at least October 26, 2010.  If 
the registered dispensary location does not meet the location requirements a Planning Commission 
special permit is required, whether the site is located in the C-2, C-4, M-1, M-1S, M-2, or M-2S zone.  In 
evaluating the special permit staff and the Planning Commission can take into consideration all 
surrounding land uses and the proposed dispensary’s impact on those land uses whether they are 
residential, non-residential, one of the land uses listed above or another dispensary. 
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