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January 11, 2012 

RE: New Convenience Store (Pll-066) 

Members of the Planning Commission and City Staff, 

The Sacramento Old City Association (SOCA) Board wishes to express its support for the above
referenced project. The project represents good urban planning principles, occupies a vacant 
storefront, and provides revenue generating economic activity in the central city. We 
encourage the Planning Commission to approve this project. 

Sacramento's downtown core currently has very few late-night retail establishments, and none 
that are open 24 hours. Healthy cities have a variety of uses over a wide variety of hours, rather 
than being active only during the day and shuttering themselves at night. A late-night business 
of this sort will be useful to Sacramento visitors as well as residents, and supports the city's 
efforts to promote evening activity in the downtown core. 

Nearby businesses and organizations have expressed concerns regarding issues of loitering and 
attraction of homeless, but a vacant, dark storefront presents a greater safety hazard than an 
occupied building that lights the adjacent sidewalk at night. The list of required safety and 
security features required by City staff will also promote public safety in its vicinity, and the 
employees of the store provide additional "eyes on the street" who can work in conjunction 
with adjacent businesses like the Sheraton to keep the public safe. 

The difficulties of our contemporary economy are matched by the opportunities of the growing 
nationwide movement back to urban cores. By their willingness to proceed with the project 
even without alcohol sales, the applicant clearly demonstrates a willingness to grasp that 
opportunity in a way that will economically benefit the city of Sacramento, fill a need for late
night retail that will benefit central city residents and visitors, and hopefully encourage more 
evening and late-night businesses in the downtown core. 

William Burg 
President, Sacramento Old City Association 
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