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Rail Right-Of-Way, Adjacent to 1517 McCormack Street (001-0141-002)
Contributing;
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Structure, 440 N. 16" Street (001-0141-013) Contributing;
NOTE: Structure is located on parcel 001-0141-013 but the address on the consultant
report incorrectly shows 430 instead of 440 North 16" Street.
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Structure, 410 N. 16" Street (001-0141-016) Contributing;
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Structure, 400 N. 16" Street (001-0141-017) Contributing
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Structure, 1448-1503 McCormack Avenue (001-0141-021 and 001-0141-022)
Contributing
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Structure, 470 N. 16 Street (001-0141-024) Contributing
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Structure, 1517 McCormack Avenue (001-0141-025) Contributing
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Rail Right-Of-Way, Adjacent to 1401 North C Street (001-0142-002) Contributing
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Structure, 318 N. 16" Street (001-0142-013) Contributing
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Structure, 1527 N. C Street (001-0142-014) Contributing
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Structure, 1401-1451 N. C Street (001-0142-018) Contributing
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Structure, 1501 N. C Street (001-0142-019) Contributing
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Structure, 1515 N. C Street (001-0142-020) Contributing
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Rail Right-Of-Way, Adjacent to 200 N. 15" Street (001-0151-001) Contributing
Rail Right-Of-Way, Adjacent to 200 N. 15" Street (001-0151-002) Contributing
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Structure, 200 North 16" Street (001-0151-005) Contributing
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Structure, 1610-1616 N. C Street (001-0152-004 and 001-0152-005 and 001-0152-
006) Contributing
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Structure, 1615 Thorton Avenue (001-0152-017) Contributing
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Structure, 221 N. 16" Street (001-0152-018) Contributing

Page 99 November 24, 2010



Packet Page No. 108

Page 100 November 24, 2010



Packet Page No. 109

Structure, 235 N. 16" Street (001-0152-019) Contributing
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Structure, 211-217 N. 16™ Street (001-0153-001) Contributing
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Structure, 131 N. 16" Street (002-0053-004)
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Structure, 131 N. 16" Street (002-0053-004) Contributing
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Structure, 83 N. 17" Street (002-0054-001) Contributing
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Structure, 1601 N. A Street (002-0055-002) Contributing
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Recommendation: Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the following
Findings and take the following action to forward the nominations to the City Council
with an affirmative recommendation to list the properties in the Sacramento Register of
Historic & Cultural Resources as Landmarks and as the North 16™ Street Historic
District with its’ associated Contributing Resources.

Note, after discussion at the November 03, 2010, Preservation Commission meeting,
the Preservation Director would support not recommending the Quonset Huts as
Landmarks to the City Council.

Proposed Findings and Actions

A. Identifying and listing eligible properties in the Sacramento Register of
Historic & Cultural Resources is consistent with the Historic & Cultural
Resources Element of the City’s 2030 General Plan;

B. These properties have important historical and architectural worth, and their
designation as Landmarks or Historic Districts, and the District's associated
Contributing Resources, is reasonable, appropriate and necessary to protect,
promote and further the goals and purposes of the Historic Preservation
Chapter, 17.134, of the City Code; and

C. The Preservation Director has determined the properties meet the adopted
Sacramento Register eligibility criteria and factors to be considered pursuant
to the City Code’s Historic Preservation Chapter 17.134.170, and has
nominated the properties to the Sacramento Register; and

D. The Preservation Commission concurs with the Preservation Director's
preliminary determination that the resources nominated meet the eligibility
criteria as Landmarks and for the North 16™ Street Historic District and its’
associated Contributing Resources.

E. The Preservation Commission concurs with the nominated properties’
recommended features and characteristics as amended in this Staff Report.

F. Recommend affirmatively to the City Council that Pipe Works Complex (116
North 16™ Street), Sacramento River Water Treatment Plant (101 Bercut) and
related Water Intake Structure (Sacramento River west of the Plant), PG&E
Power Station B (400 Jibboom Street), Acme Cabinet/Loaves & Fishes
Building (311 North 12" Street), Firehouse #14 (1341 North C Street), Dos
Rios School/Smythe Academy (700 Dos Rios Road), Sacramento Theatrical
Lighting Building (950 Richards Boulevard), Volker Flooring/Admail West (521
North 10™ Street), Zellerbach Paper Co./UHaul Building (1100 Richards
Boulevard), Quonset Huts (1400 Richards Boulevard), and the Jibboom
Street Bridge (Discovery Park over American River) be listed in the
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Sacramento Register of Historic and Cultural Resources (Register) as
Landmarks and specifying each property’s significant features and
characteristics, and also list the North 16" Street Historic District and its’
Contributing Resources, with the Districts’ significant features and
characteristics, in the Sacramento Register of Historic & Cultural Resources.

Respectfully submitted by: @Aga« QAA’)@’

Approved by:

EVAN COMPTON
Associate Planner

Senior Planner, Historic Preservation

WILLIAM CROUCH T
Preservation Director, Urban Design Manager
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Attachment 2: Property Owner Information per Tax Assessor Records

Pipeworks Complex, 116 North 16" Street (002-0051-002);
Touchtone Climbing, Inc., 800 Potter Street, Berkeley, CA 94710

Sacramento River Water Treatment Plant, 101 Bercut Drive (001-0210-038);
City of Sacramento, 915 | Street, 5" Floor, Sacramento, CA 95811

PG&E Power Station B, 400 Jibboom Street (001-0190-004);
City of Sacramento, 915 | Street, 5™ Floor, Sacramento, CA 95811

Acme Cabinet/Loaves & Fishes Building, 311 North 12" Street (001-0130-022);
Loaves and Fishes, PO Box 2161, Sacramento, CA 95812

Firehouse #14, 1341 North C Street (001-0130-007);
City of Sacramento, 915 | Street, 5™ Floor, Sacramento, CA 95811

Dos Rios School/Smythe Academy, 700 Dos Rios Road (001-0082-001);
North Sacramento School District, 5735 47" Avenue, 802A, Sacramento, CA 95824

Sacramento Theatrical Lighting Building, 950 Richards Boulevard (001-0031-008);
Sacramento Theatrical Lighting, 950 Richards Boulevard, Sacramento, CA 95811

Volker Flooring/Admail Building, 521 North 10™ Street (001-0081-006);
Ronald and Elizabeth Ziegler, PO Box 348, Los Alamos, CA 93440

Zellerbach Paper/UHaul Building, 1100 Richards Boulevard (001-0090-005);
Park Villa Clovis Limited Partnership, 745 Vin Hill Way, Martinez, CA 94553

Quonset Huts, 1400 Richards Boulevard (001-0101-005);
Morr Family Revocable Trust, 1608 7" Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95818

Jibboom Street Bridge (Discovery Park over American River no APN);
City of Sacramento, 915 | Street, 5™ Floor, Sacramento, CA 95811

500 N. 16™ Street (001-0103-009);
Capital Sheet Metal, 500 N. 16" Street, Sacramento, CA 95811

Rail Right-Of-Way, Adjacent to 1517 McCormack Street (001-0141-002);
William and Janet Doering Family Trust, PO Box 1382, Elverta, CA 95626

440 N. 16™ Street (001-0141-013);
William and Janet Doering Family Trust, PO Box 1382, Elverta, CA 95626

430 North 16" Street (001-0141-014);
William and Janet Doering Family Trust, PO Box 1382, Elverta, CA 95626
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420 North 16" Street (001-0141-015);
William and Janet Doering Family Trust, PO Box 1382, Elverta, CA 95626

410 N. 16™ Street (001-0141-016);
William and Janet Doering Family Trust, PO Box 1382, Elverta, CA 95626

400 N. 16" Street (001-0141-017);
Bartley Cavanaugh Test Trust, 1533 40™ Street, Sacramento, CA 95819

1448-1503 McCormack Avenue (001-0141-021 and 001-0141-022);
Jim Sinetos Living Trust, 1503 McCormack Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95811

470 N. 16" Street (001-0141-024);
William and Janet Doering Family Trust, PO Box 1382, Elverta, CA 95626

1517 McCormack Avenue (001-0141-025);
Galvin Family 1989 Revocable Trust, 1517 McCormack Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Rail Right-Of-Way, Adjacent to 1401 North C Street (001-0142-002);
Steven and Karen Sager 1991 Revocable Trust, 24 Valleyview Ter, Novato, CA 94949

324 N. 16" Street (001-0142-010 and 001-0142-011 and 001-0142-012);
Chan Associates, PO Box 308, Sacramento, CA 95812

318 N. 16" Street (001-0142-013);
Donald Leong, 5120 Hillard Way, Sacramento, CA 95831

1527 N. C Street (001-0142-014);
REA Stock Trust, 4220 Hubbard Street, Emeryville, CA 94608

1401-1451 N. C Street (001-0142-018);
Bruce Booher and Laura Parker, 1217 38t Street, Sacramento, CA 95816

1501 N. C Street (001-0142-019);
Steven and Karen Sager 1991 Revocable Trust, 24 Valleyview Ter, Novato, CA 94949

1515 N. C Street (001-0142-020);
Linda and Michael Garduno, 1515 North C Street, Sacramento, CA 95811

Rail Right-Of-Way, Adjacent to 200 N. 15" Street (001-0151-001);
Robyn Slakey, PO Box 308, Sacramento, CA 95812

Rail Right-Of-Way, Adjacent to 200 N. 15" Street (001-0151-002);
Gary Barraclough and Michael Miller, PO Box 308, Sacramento, CA 95812

200 North 16" Street (001-0151-005);
Robyn Slakey and Charles Spear Trust, PO Box 308, Sacramento, CA 95812
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1610-1616 N. C Street (001-0152-004 and 001-0152-005 and 001-0152-006);
Stephen / Twila Revocable Trust, 215 North 16" Street, Sacramento, CA 95811

1615 Thorton Avenue (001-0152-017);
Wood Family 1989 Revocable Trust, 2661 Foley Court, Sacramento, CA 95864

221 N. 16™ Street (001-0152-018);
Wood Family 1989 Revocable Trust, 2661 Foley Court, Sacramento, CA 95864

235 N. 16™ Street (001-0152-019);
Wood Family 1989 Revocable Trust, 2661 Foley Court, Sacramento, CA 95864

211-217 N. 16" Street (001-0153-001);
Stephen Ruland, 9041 La Riviera Drive, Sacramento, CA 95826

116 N. 16™ Street (002-0051-002);
Touchstone Climbing, Inc., 800 Potter Street, Berkeley, CA 94710

121 N. 16" Street (002-0053-003);
California Almond Growers Exchange, 1802 C Street, Sacramento, CA 95811

131 N. 16™ Street (002-0053-004);
California Almond Growers Exchange, 1802 C Street, Sacramento, CA 95811

83 N. 17" Street (002-0054-001);
Capital Machine / Welding Works, 1340 Marian Way, Sacramento, CA 95818

1601 N. A Street (002-0055-002);
California Almond Growers Exchange, PO Box 1768, Sacramento, CA 95812

Vacant Parcels, Adjacent to 1601 A Street (002-0055-001 and 002-0055-005 and
002-0055-006 and 002-0055-007 and 002-0055-008 and 002-0055-009 and 002-0055-
010 and 002-0055-011);

Southern Pacific Transportation, 1400 Douglas Street #1640, Omaha, NE 68179
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Attachment 3 - 2009 Historic Survey Historical Overview/Context

RIVER DISTRICT

ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL PROPERTY SURVEY
UPDATE

Prepared for the
City of Sacramento

by
Historic Environment Consultants
5420 Home Court

Carmichael, California

July 2009
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INTRODUCTION

Historic and architectural Surveys have been formerly conducted within the Richards
Boulevard Area, now identified as the River District, for the purpose of identifying significant
cultural resources. The current Survey is an update of the Survey conducted in January 1999, as
well as earlier surveys within the area. The Survey has identified and evaluated significant
residential and non-residential individual properties, and a historic district, within the study area,
constructed before 1959 (fifty years ago).

Resources within the area have been reviewed, researched, and evaluated according to various
attributes including type of structure, use, construction type, condition, style, contribution to the
area, and potential eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The Survey
process included extensive historic research regarding the study area to gain an understanding of its
past, its present evolution, and a development of context for the evaluation of its resources.
References included original government documents and archives, personal and public histories,
periodicals and publications, private documents and collections, and oral histories. This information
will guide the City planning process and help determine preservation and development opportunities
within the area.

The Survey utilized the given boundaries as delineated in the Boundary Map (Exhibit A), as
well as eligibility criteria for listing of properties in the Sacramento Register of Historic & Cultural
Resources and the California Register of Historic Resources. The survey boundaries are slightly
different from the area surveyed in 1999, and exclude Blue Diamond Growers properties.

This report is an update of the earlier report noting pertinent changes and including additional
information. Resources that have achieved importance during the last fifty years, but not previously
noted due to lack of age, are now included.

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION

Evaluation criteria utilized in this Survey are those adopted by the City of Sacramento.
Evaluation criteria are based primarily upon associations of a property with persons or events
possessing a degree of local historic or cultural importance, or upon architectural values and/or
noteworthy construction techniques, and utilize the Sacramento Register of Historic & Cultural
Resources criteria, described as follows:

The resource must meet one or more of the following:

1.. it 1s associated with events that have made a significant contribution the broad patterns of
the history of the city, the region, the state or the nation;

i1. it is associated with the lives of persons significant in the city’s past;
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iii. it embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction;
iv. it represents the work of an important creative individual or master;

v. it possesses high artistic valuses; or

vi. it has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history of
the city, the region, the state or the nation

and has integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship and association, and

has significant historic or architectural worth.

Page 121 November 24, 2010



Packet Page No. 130

SUMMARY

The Richards Boulevard Project Area/River District roughly encompasses land along the
northern edge of the Old City grid and the American River, bounded on the east by the Blue
Diamond Company properties and on the west by the Sacramento River. This area is part of the
American River Basin drainage system and has experienced several events over time that have
shaped its current uses and conditions. Nestled in a curve of the American River, it has long been
subject to floods and marshland conditions. Its location, adjacent to one of the West's largest former
industrial sites, has also limited its development for other than primarily industrial uses. The
structures found in the Area largely reflect that heritage and include an attractive grouping of brick
buildings used for industrial and warehouse functions as well as some modest residential buildings.

Also located in the District are a significant water filtration plant, and an important former
power generation and distribution facility. In contrast, the District additionally contains small
neighborhoods of residential buildings. Though rather modest in size and design, the Dreher-Basler
neighborhood represents a small residential island amid the busy thoroughfares, warehouses,
industrial and light manufacturing structures, truck and distribution companies, and transient
population.

The social history of the District includes, as well, its attraction to transients, the homeless,
and seasonal agricultural workers that dates at least back to the Great Depression, and the creation of
Hoovervilles and hobo jungles in the area and along the American River. This activity has been
widespread throughout the area for a number of years, and appears to have affected land use and
development patterns of this area to some extent, as well as that of the Gardenland area to the north
across the American River. This tradition continues to the present, with some support agencies now
located in the area to assist these groups of people.

Hoovervilles, such as
the one at right,
sprang up in the
River District during
the Depression.

One potential historic district, one utility complex and one commercial building appear to
meet criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places: the industrial area along North
16th Street, with its collection of attractive utilitarian and brick buildings, the Sacramento City
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Water Treatment Plant complex, and the Sacramento Pipe Works. The former P.G.and E. Power
Plant designed by Willis Polk also appears to meet National Register of Historic Places eligibility
criteria. Some additional structures also within the Project Area appear to meet criteria for listing in
the California Register of Historical Resources and the Sacramento Register of Historic & Cultural
Resources. The area surveyed is approximately 1320 acres in size.

An overview synopsis of the area’s evolution is included in order to provide a context for this
update report. The Richards Boulevard area, now known as the ‘River District,” has a long history
associated with the evolution of Sacramento and the surrounding region. Located directly north of
the central city district of Sacramento, it has reflected city development in a variety of ways. Several
factors have contributed to the type, extent, and character of growth that has occurred within the
project area since the founding of the city.

OVERVIEW

The area known as the River District area lies directly north and adjacent to the downtown
business district of the City of Sacramento. The area is separated from the urban center of
Sacramento by the Southern Pacific Railroad yards (sold to Union Pacific and now owned by
Thomas Enterprises and the City of Sacramento,) currently referred to as the Sacramento Railyards,
and railroad levee on the south. Interstate Freeway 5 intersects the western border of the area near
the Sacramento River. The American River forms the northern boundary, and the Blue Diamond
Growers property serves as a boundary on the east of the designated area. Three bridges access the
area: the I Street Bridge, the Jibboom Street Bridge and the American River Bridge.

The District is situated just south of the Natomas District in the American Basin with its rich
alluvial agricultural lands. This Basin extends from the confluence of the Sacramento and American
Rivers to six miles beyond the junction of the Sacramento and Feather Rivers. In the era prior to
historic settlement, area inhabitants included the Nisenan Native Americans who spoke a language
related to that of the southern Maidu tribes in California.

The area is part of the large American River Basin natural drainage system, and subject to
flooding. The proximity of the area to the American River and its confluence with the Sacramento
River has exacerbated existing drainage and flooding situations over time. The construction of river
levees and the reclamation of nearby lands in the 20™ century have largely alleviated flooding and
swampy conditions.

The River District area did not fully develop as a prime site for commercial or residential
development, primarily as a result of its flooding potential, poor drainage, and inadequate access to
the central portion of the city. Its physical isolation from the central city due to the location of the
Southern Pacific Railyards between the area and the city probably accounted for its late annexation
to the city and its resulting limited development potential. The presence of the railyards themselves
with their industrial activities also dictated aspects of its development. Additionally, two busy
highways traversed the area. Consequently, the land uses in the area developed as primarily
industrial, distribution, warehousing and transportation uses. These ranged widely from small
manufacturing activities to a major cannery, large trucking companies, a substantial amount of oil
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and petroleum product storage, food product manufacturing and major produce distribution. Prior
to this, much of the area was officially designated as swamp land by the Federal government.

The first European settlement in the Sacramento area was Sutter's Fort, established near the
banks of the American River in 1839 by John Sutter, a Swiss immigrant. With the subsequent
discovery of gold near Sutter's sawmill in Coloma in 1848, the area became flooded with gold
seekers and settlers, and the survey, designation, and settlement of lands in this region began.
Sutterville was the first town, laid out by Sutter in the late 1840s. However, Sacramento City grew
and prospered at a site more northerly, at the conjunction of the Sacramento and American Rivers,
and bypassed the Sutterville site which was soon abandoned as a separate settlement.

The original geographical configuration of the American River in this area was somewhat
different than today. The American River originally emptied into the Sacramento River through
Sutter Slough, near the present location of the Southern Pacific Railroad Sacramento Depot, now
named the Sacramento Valley Station. In 1868, another new channel for the river was created by
deepening the slough north of the original location, creating a new river channel north of it, and
blocking the original channel.

When the river was relocated farther to the north, a flood plain area between it and the city
was created. Some years later, the Southern Pacific Railroad proposed widening and strengthening
the levee north of the city, if the city would allow the storage of extra cars on the levee. The city
agreed and the levee was strengthened substantially. However, the Southern Pacific Railyards and
the railroad levee have constituted a visual and physical barrier between the City and this area since
their construction in the nineteenth century. In the 1860s, the area abandoned by the river provided
much infill for the raising of the downtown streets. By 1905, the former river channel had been
reclaimed. This area constitutes most of the western portion of the present River District area.

This “reclaimed” area was not only continually subject to floods, it also was a natural
drainage area. The land north of the river was particularly prone to swampland. Lying within the
American River Basin, the swamp and overflow area remained essentially unusable until reclaimed
by Natomas Consolidated of California, successor to Natomas Water and Mining Company. In
1900, reclamation of the area began on a large scale. In 1911, Reclamation District 1000 was
organized, and the reclamation work the Natomas enterprises proposed to then undertake was the
largest private enterprise of its kind in the United States up to that time (Castenada, Docken, Pitti,
Ide, 1984). The project is significant in the technological history of the state, and transformed the
arca on the north side of the American River, north of the River District into rich and viable ranch
and settlement land.

The construction of the new levee system of the lower tract, District #1000, north of and
across the river from the River District, began in 1912. The levees, cross canal, drainage and
irrigation canals, and ditches were completed between 1914 and 1915. Work continued twenty four
hours a day, with teams of men living on site in camps or on sledges that could be towed alongside
the work. The drainage system consisted of 125 miles of ditches and canals and two large pumping
plants (Miller, 1985). By 1918, the land was available for sale to farmers, and the principal
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In 1868, another new channel for the river was created by deepening the slough north of the original
location, creating a new river channel north of it, and blocking the original channel. When the river was
relocated farther to the north, a flood plain area between it and the city was created. On some maps it is
labeled ‘Boston.’
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settlement and agricultural production of the area began. The settlement and growth of this area just
to the north, was to have direct effects upon the development and growth of the River District area.

The River District in
1921, during initial
construction of the
Water Filtration Plant,
was mostly vacant
grazing land.

Another key element governing the extent and kind of growth the area was to experience were the
bridges providing access to and through the area. The earliest bridges in the area appear to have
been the Swift Bridge and Lisle's Bridge. Swift Bridge was constructed during the 1850s at the
mouth of the American River. This bridge washed away in 1861. Rebuilt soon after, it washed away
once more in 1862. The crossing of the American River at 16th Street was the site of Lisle's Bridge,
an early and important link connecting Sacramento to the gold mines.

The current bridge over the American River, constructed in 1915, crosses the river at 16th
Street at approximately the same location. Before 1915, the Sacramento 16™ Street Bridge carried
most of the traffic entering the city from the north. In 1915, the original five-span Sixteenth Street
Bridge over the American River was constructed for the Lincoln Highway. It was widened in 1935
and extended in 1941. A parallel structure was added in 1958.

The Lincoln Highway, first mapped in 1913, was the first coast to coast road in America. It
began at Times Square in New York and ended at the Pacific Ocean in Lincoln Park in San
Francisco. It was initially planned to encourage attendance at the 1915 Panama Pacific Exposition in
California and as a memorial to President Lincoln. The successful publicity of the Highway project
fueled a great surge of highway improvement in conjunction with the increased production of
automobiles in the country. The routing of a portion of the Lincoln Highway through Sacramento
along 16" Street encouraged auto and truck travel, both commercial and recreational.

The presence of the bridge and highway generated the establishment of several early auto
camps in the area, perhaps helping to set the stage for the transient population that characterizes it
still today. This route has become a modern highway, carrying traffic both through and to the area.
Other modern bridges serving the Richards Boulevard general area include the I Street Bridge (not
included in this Survey), and the Jibboom Street Bridge, built in 1931.

The lower value of the land due to drainage issues made it an early focus for a variety of
industrial uses. In the early 1920s, the City constructed a large new filtration plant on the west side
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of the area, near the Pacific, Gas & Electric Company's new 1912 substation on Jibboom Street
designed by Willis Polk, that converted steam to electricity. Since both facilities depended upon a
substantial amount of available water in order to function, they were both located near the
Sacramento River. A major trucking firm located along North 16th Street, and a large produce
distribution center was established in 1926. Others saw a potential for modest housing subdivisions
in the area and began a small development east of North 16th Street. Later, a major cannery and
canning manufacturer settled in the area. Auto camps sprang up along North 12th and North 16th
Streets to service travelers to Sacramento from the north and east. Light manufacturing
establishments, a number of oil, gas and petroleum distribution centers, food production factories
and warehouses were also important long term tenants of the area. Transients and seasonal
agricultural workers also found inexpensive “lodging” sites in this area - sometimes renting very
small plots of land from a common landlord upon which they were left to create whatever dwelling
they could manage. Some areas remained vacant and undeveloped.

There were some ‘pioneers’ that played a large part in the settlement of this area. One of
them was William H. Basler, for whom a street east of North 16th Street was named. By 1913,
Basler, a fuel supplier, owned most of the land between North 12th and North 16th Streets above
North B Street. Basler had a wood yard and sold coal in the area. Martin Basler, a relative and
engineer specializing in levee design and building, also lived in the area. He built and lived in a
house close to the American River to demonstrate his faith in the levee’s strength. Martin also had
two quonset huts erected on Vine Street (later Richards Blvd.) about three years after World War II.

In 1921, William Dreher purchased a 25 acre ranch along 16th Street in this area and began
to develop the land from pasture. In time he established a dairy in the area with throughbred
Holstein cows. He built up a good trade and sold young stock to clients as far away as the Hawaiian
Islands. His head bull was the half brother of the State Fair champion in 1922. Soon afterward,
Dreher began to subdivide his ranch and lay out town lots and factory sites. He was one of the first
in the area to lay out streets. He improved the land with curbs, gutters, and sold the lots to
homemakers. He also had a service and oil station at 16th Street at the junction of Marysville Road
and the American River crossing. Later ventures included the subdivision and sale of summer lots
and resort sites at Lake Tahoe. A street in this area bears his name.

The Bercut-Richards Cannery represents a major effort by Tom Richards Sr. to develop an
industrial park along Richards Boulevard. He succeeded in efforts to make the Cannery active and
viable, and helped to establish a Continental Can Company plant across the street from the cannery
to assist its production. The Cannery was
a major economic force in the Sacramento
region for many years, popularizing
“Sacramento” brand tomato products in
particular. This and the Calpak, later Del
Monte Cannery nearby and Libby’s,
providled many jobs for unskilled
immigrants from many countries, young
people and students of lower economic
levels. These became entry jobs for many
whose children later became important
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